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have got up In this House aud given ufter
ance to the same opinions that I am goiug
to express to-day. Im 187§, Mr. Bunster,
the hon. memrber for Nanaimo, caused soipe
amusement by moving 2 reselution in this
House, which I will read, as I dare say
there are many members of the House who
have never heard it. It was on Mareh 18th,
1878 :

That the Government insert a clause in each
and every contract let for the comnstruction of
the Csanadian Pacific Railway, that no man wear-
ing his hair locger thapn five and one-half inches
shall be deemed eligible for employment on said
worl, and that no persorn wearing his hair longer
shall be eligible to any contract on said railread,
olther by the engineers, employees, or any other
person or persons 5o engaged on the salid rail-
road, under penalty for the first offence of $169,
and not to exceed 31,000 for the second offence, or
imprisonment for the first offence for three
months, and not more than twelve months for the
second offence.

Well, Sir, the hon. geatleman dld that be-
cause, I know, he was sincere in the wish
to keep out the Chinese from Britlsh Cul-
umbia. It caused also a llitle amusement In
this House when Mr. Mackenzie, in answer-
ing the hon. mover of that resolution, called
attention to the fact thit the mover of the
resolution, and also the hon. member for
Cariboo, would beth be precluded, be
thought, from taking contcacts on the rail-
road, because their halr was not cut in the
shortest fashion. But, seriously, this subject
of Chinese and Japanese immigration is one
that overshadows all other subjecrg that can
be brought before Parliaineut, so far as the
people of Britdsk Columbia ure concerped.
it affects mostly, of course, the pcor labour-
ing mwen, also the miners. I will not say
of them, as it has been sald about the In-
dians, that the only zood Indiaa is a dead
Indian, but it almost applies tv the Chincse
?ace. ‘There are, I must say. some good,
honest, ciean <Chinamen, well cducated,
amart business men, and money makers, but
they are few in number. It Is not of those
that I speak to-dsy, but it is of the ialocur-
ers, the men who are nothing more than
geris and slaves, who are brought over in
droves, owned Dy Chinese firms, l¢t out to
contracfors at certaln sums o7 monay, of
the value of which they bhave pv ilea and
never see a penay of it. I om aware that
a large number of people in British Columbis
employ Chinese servanis, niyself amongst
the number. I employ a2 Chinaman &8 & cook,
and it bas been gaid: If you eohject 1o
Chinese so much, why 4o yor employ them ?7
‘The fact of the matter is that 1t is Impcsasible
t0 gel anything eise in British Coluinbla.

in??? QIBSON. Do you do your own cook-
Mr. PRIOR. df the hon. gentleman wants
te sk e a question, I will be very glad to
answer it
My, OOWAN. You leok as if you fared
pretty ‘well Dy that cook.
Mr. PRIOR.

L= 4
TMr. PRIOR. Yes, I think I do as I do
everywhere., 'The servant gir! question of
British Columbia is such that it is impossible
to get white girls. As the Victoria *Times”
pointed out a few weeks ago, in an edi-
torial, it is necessary that we should try
and get some society in England, or else-
where, to send out giris to Canada and co
the Pacific coast particularly, to go into do-
mestic service in houses. There seems io
be an idea amongst girls that it is far
better to go into millirery shops and fac-
tories than into household service.

Mr. TALBOT. It is the same all over
Canpada.

Mr. PRIOR. I believe it js the same all
over Canada, and that is the trouble thart
has to be met. If there were sufficient giris
to perform household service very few peo-
ple in British Columbia would empioy Chi-
nese. But the summing up of the trouble
is that these Chinamen are a lower class of
buman beings than white people are. They
are able to live in a manner suchk as no
white man car, and the wages that they
would accept would be suck as would really
mean starvation for the white man. Senstor
Jones, of Nevada, oncé gave a reason why
the white man could not compete with the
Chinaman, and he did it in so succinet a
manner that I will read what he said to the
House. He said that he had been talking

to a labourer, and this labourer had spok
to him a8 foliows :— poxen

“ While my work ie very arduous,” says the la-
bourer, “1 go to it with a ilight heart and per-
form it cheerfully, because it enablez me %o
support my wife and children. I am in a pesi-
tion to bring up my daughters to be good wives
and faithful mothers, and to offer my sons hetter
opportunities in life than I had myself. I chesr-
fully support the churckes, charitable institutions
and other odbjects that enter intc our daily life :
but, after I have maintalned my family and per-
formed these duties, not much is 18t of my
wages when the week ias eaded.

‘“How is it with the Chingaman ? 'The China-
man can do s2 much work underground ag I can.
He Dbas no wife ané family. He performs none of
thege duties. Fcrty or fifty of his kind can live
in 8 house no larger than mine. He c¢raves Rno
varlety of food. He bas inberited no taste for
comfort or for soclai enioyment. Conditions that
satisfy and make him contented would make my
life not worth living.”

That ie exactly the pith of the matter. It
is impossible for white men to cgmpete with
Chinamen af the wages that the Chinamen
are willing *¢ work for. These Chinamen
are now beginning to learn trades. We
have them working In British Columbia as
carpenters, bullding houses, making shoes,
ragking clothes, and in fact, entering into
every indusiry almost that you can find.
They are very apt scholars ; they wre very
imitative and industrious, but they bave no
wives and there are no children. All the
women are of a& ceriain class; you caunot
call them wives—there may ba children.



