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so graded, irrespective of the wheat froi w-hich it
is manufactured.

Bill reported, and reid the third time and paissed.

WEI;HERS OF (RAIN.

bill (No. 164) to maîîke further provisions respect-
ing Weighers of Grain was read the seconîd time,
and House resolved itself into Coimîittee.

(In the Commiittee.)

Mr.. COSTIG AN. This Bill >rovides for only
ait unimportantt calmnge a d I iîelieve there will
lot lie mnuch discussion on it. As the law now
stands, the boards of trade have power given them
by tihis Parliaiment to issue licenses. after examnin-
atioan, to qualitied persons authorizin« them toC
weigh. Tl1ey have petitioned nlow tlat at the
m1ost importanît points of shipping, w-eiglhers iiight
he appointed bhy the Governent on their recoin-
imenldation, and~this Bill provides that, in certain
cases where it is deenied advisable, on the petition I
(If the board of trade for the localitv, the Goviern-
ment ean appoinit a nominee of the booar'd iof trade.I
The Bill further states that the inspector <or* assist-
ant inspector. ont the recommendation of the board
of trade, would be eligible for that position.

Bill reported, anid read the third tine and passed.

SECOND AN) THIRD READING.S.

Bill (No. 16-2) to correct a clerical error in the t
Act 53 Vic., chîap. 81, respecting the Great North-
West Ceitral Railway Comîpany. .-.-(Sir Johnî
Thompsoni.)

LAN 1)GURANTS TO RAILWA YS.

On the Order. r'eceiviig Report of Conmittee of
Whole oi a certain proposed resolution (30tl July)
respectinig the expediency of aiîening the Act to
uthorize the rantingi of subsidies iii land to cer-

aut~ eirz utain Railhway Comupanîies,
Mr, I)EWNI)EY moved

That the said resolution be aniendeil by striking out,
ail the worls after the word ",rail.way" in thIe fifh line
to the end of the resolution, and imsertîing the followinig
words instead tlerot: " 'from the town of Calgary, in the
1isrrict of Alberra.in the North-West Territories, to a
point in or niear 'Township twenttvs-nîine. Ranxîge twenty-
three. west of the 4th Meridian, a distance oftabout fifty-
five miles."

Mr. CHARLTON. Has the line been surveyed,
aud is the distance accuraitely known ?

Mr. D)EWDNEY. Yes ; the line has bee l

Mr. McMULLEN. Is there somte portion of it
buit ?

1 r. )EWDNiEY. No ; no portion of it lias been

M rl. M.MULLEN. I would like to ask, also,1
what is the character of the laud aloug that rail-
w !ay? It appears to nie that we arc giving away i1
very large tracts of lands iii the Noth-West to
railway companies. At the timiie of the inception
of the scheme for the construction of the Canadian
Pacifie Railway, we were assured by the late First
Minister, ani by other Ministers, that by this year
we should have received not less than $70,0,)000
fromn that country fromt all sources to recoup this
Dominion for the mneey it has expended on that

Mr'. Cos-rroA..

road. Ever since, however, we have beenî giving the
Gov'ernmenit power to donate enornous tracts of
lands to all the railway coiptiuanies that choo:se to
applv for them. I do not kiow the character of
these lands. They nay be good farmuing or ranch-
ing or coai lands and if so, it seemns to mle that
the prospect of opening up such a country to traffe
ought to he ai sutlicient inducement to any railway
company to construet a line 55 miles long thîrougi
a comliparatively level countrv. without askingcus
foi' a grant of 6,4 acres per mnile. I, think a return
slould be broughît down giving us somue idea<of
the quanitity of land we have given away im tiis
mainer, andi the 1iuantit.y that we still have availa-
ble for settlers. Will all the grants that we have
giel to coloizatione<>mpaies. raiegiiutg ciiipaiiies
anl 'railhv compames, it appeas to mie that.
the land which was intended to recoup us for the
enOil lu'irus sumns wî'hich iwe have spent for the
const ruction of the (Canadian iPaciic Railway is
dwindhlng <ldowin to very smuall proportions. and that.
the couîntryv will find that. the resour'ces upon which
we have been depending to rehieve this Doniiiiion
of the burdes it hias uidiertaken, have been frit-
tereul away. 'llie hon. mnember for West Assiiii-

<boia (Mr. Davin) appearis to be tickled at tUe
reimarks I am imakinig. As one of the represenîta-
tiv'es of the North-West, he seems to lbe delighîted
that it is getting all it wants, while the por tax-
payers of the other parts of the Dominion have to
pay the pipe. That liais been oui experience mi
the past, and it is likely tu continue so. I consi-
der it mny duty to raise this objection, whiatever
otheis may do.

Mr. DENW)DNEY. This is an roldline, which
bas liad this lamd subsidv for two or thire 'ears,
and this resolution is only' to tri'ansfer the subsily
from a le froum Cheadle station to a line from
Caîlgar'y.

Mr. CHARLTON. It is always diftlicuhlt to profit
by the experience of anîybod ciy else : evvrybody
geierally has to learn from bis own experiece. If
we coult profit by the experienee of the United
States in subsidizinig railways with land granîts, it
wouh1lbe a veryc gooul thimîg for is. 'I'he Umited
States have goine through the saune experience as we
are going thîroughi, bit on a larger scaile. A hrme
portioni of the publiei domiiim of the Unlited States
las been granted to railway coiporations: and thait
experience liais denistrated that atleast two-thiiids
Ef those land grants were useless, because the rail-
ways foi' whîiclh they were given woul have been
built without then. We are following in the saine
course. Ve have not the sane kind of lobbying at
Ottaiwa which used to pr'evail at Vashington ibut.
we have something nearly akim to it. Wehave the
chartering of r'ailway ceompanies, formed unot for the
Purpose of building railways, or with anuîy initention
on the part of the corporators to put their own
money into themn, but only for the purpose of getting
a charter and a laud grant so that they can trade
oi them and sell then to otler parties who may be.,
willing to build the road. If we adoptel the policy
in this country of waiting until the actual onAîfide
railway constructer wished to build a railway, we
would no doubt, save to this country vast areas Of
land, and would secure for this country just as
good and rapid railwaydevelopmentaswe will under
the present arrangement. I believe we are utterly
reckless in frittering away that great heritage of
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