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NORTIIERN RAILWA, EN QUIRY.

COMMITTEE SELECTED.

Mr. MACKENZIE moved:
" That the House do now name the Coin-

Mittee ordered on the 5th Marci last to en-
qfuire into the iatters connected with the
Erthern Railway and Northern Extension

Railway."
Motion ayreed to.
Vote taken and the following Com-

mittee selected :-Messrs. Guthrie,
Archibald, Bertram, DeVeber, Cas-
grain, Killam, McCarthy, Palmer, and
13owell.

Mr. MACKENZI E moved:
That it is desirable that any witnesses

which are to be exanined by the Comnmittee
appointed to enquire into the allegations con-
tained in the report and evidence made and
obtained by the Commission of Enquiry into
lie affairs of the Northern Rai way Conpany

should be examnined inder oathi."
Motion agreed to.

DISMISSALS FROM OFFICE.

EXPLANATIONS AND REMARKS.

Mr. VAIL: I desire to say a few
words with reference to a personal
matter, for which, under the circurm-
stances, I hope the House will pardon
Me. It will be remembered that a few
days ago a debate took place in this
Ilouse on the question of the dismissal
from office of certain men in the county
rof Yictoria. Reference was then made
to a letter written by myself to the
mllember fbr Victoria, and that letter
Was produced and read in the House.
It was niarked " private and confiden-
tial ," but nevertheless I expressed my
Willingness to have it read here. I find
i a paper printed in Toronto-which
I understand to be the organ of the
OPPosition+,-freference made to this
letter, and there is printed what pur-
ports to be a perfect copy of it as to
both wording and spelling. I have
"fothing further to say with regard to
this Matter than this : I do not accuse
or charge the hon. member for Vic-
toria of having had any part what-ever in this transaction for which
other Persons are responsible, and I
desire, as I think is but fair, that this
letter should be laid on the table in
order that hon. nembe:s may have the
opportunity of examining it for them-

selves and of seeing whether it corres-
ponds with the printed letter.

Mr. TUPPER : I am equally relue-
tant to take up the time of the louse
with a personal matter, but I am quite
certain that the louse wili give me the
same opportunity that has been ex-
tended to the Minister of Militia. On
the occasion of the debate referred to,
the Minister of Customs stated that
the disrnissals to which reference was
made were made on the report of the
Inspector, and the Minister of Mititia
stated, in his place, that the hon. mem-
ber for Cumberland ought not to
coinplain as the dismissals were made
on thle report of an Inspector appointed
by himself. I have now in my
hand a copy of the papers brought
down under order of the House by the
Minister of Custorns, and these papers
disclose the fact that no report was
received from any Inspector, and that
the only report upon which the Gov-
ernment took action were letters from
the two candidates against whom these
men had voted at the elections, Mr.
Ross, the Collector of Customs at
Halifax, and Mr. Tremain, a late mem-
ber of this House.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John): As this
matter has been brought up, I have
only to say that, when I made that
statement, I said "letters or a report."

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: But
fron the InIspector.

Mr.BURPEE,: Icalled the attention
of the louse to the fact I have men-
tioned the same day, and when the
hon. member for Kingson made a
speech on another occasion, I again
repeated it. I then said that I was
not prepared to say precisely whether
it was done on letters or a report.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
hon. gentleman stated that it was done
on letters or correspondence received
from the Inspector.

Mr. BLAKE: I understood the Min-
ister of Customs to say what he says
he did state, and not what the hon.
member for Kingston says he stated.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: The
following is from the Iansard
report:-

" Whatever action was taken in the nat-
ter was on the recomniendation of the
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