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APPENDIX “A"

NATO—AIDE MEMOIRE FROM FRANCE TO CANADA OF MARCH 10, 1966

For some years the French Government has stressed on many occasions,
both publicly and in conversations with Allied governments, its view that the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization no longer meets, as far as the French
Government is concerned, the conditions which prevail in the world at the
present time and which are basically different from those prevailing in 1949 and

the following years.

2. In fact, the threat which weighed upon the Western world, particularly
in Europe and which was the reason for the conclusion of the Treaty has
changed in nature. It no longer presents the immediate and menacing character
it once had. At the same time, the European countries have restored their
economies and, as a consequence, are recovering their former strength. France
in particular is developing an atomic armament, which, by its very nature,
precludes its integration. In the third place, the nuclear balance between the
Soviet Union and the United States of America which has replaced the
monopoly held by the latter, has transformed the general conditions of Western
defence. Finally, it is a fact that Europe is no longer the center of international
crises. This center has moved elsewhere, notably to Asia, where the Atlantic
Alliance countries are as a whole not evidently involved.

3. This evolution in no way leads the French Government to question the
Treaty signed in Washington on April 4, 1949. In other words, and barring
developments which, in the years to come, might basically modify relations
between east and west, it does not intend to avail itself in 1969 of the provisions
of Article 13 of the Treaty, and it considers that the Alliance should remain in
being as long as the need appears evident.

4. The above position having been stated unequivocally the problem of the
Organization itself arises, that is to say all agreements, arrangements and
decisions subsequent to the signing of the Treaty, whether they be multilateral
or bilateral in form. The French Government considers that this Organization
no longer corresponds to what in its opinion seems to be required.

5. One could undoubtedly have envisaged that negotiations could have been
undertaken to modify by common consent the provisions in force. The French
Government would have been happy to propose this had it had reason to
believe that such negotiations would have led to the result it has in mind.
Unfortunately everything indicates that such an attempt would be doomed to
fail since all of France’s partners seem or profess openly to favour maintaining
the status quo, or reinforcing all that which is henceforth unacceptable from the
French point of view.

6. France accordingly is led to recognize the consequences for it in this
situation and to take the measures which seem required and which in its
opinion are not in the least incompatible with its participation in the Alliance,



