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foresight or the will to protect it for future generations of
North Americans.

Your deliberations here over the past two days have
focussed on the need to prevent such a disaster. There are
those, of course, who do not necessarily share our ominous view
about the essentially tragic effects of unchecked acid rain.
There are others who are pessimistic about the prospects for
action to effectively control those emissions which have resulted
in acid rain and the profound damage it is causing to much of our
environment. There are others whose approach fails to take
account of the true nature of all the costs and benefits
involved. Let me briefly address a comment to each of these

views.

To those who doubt the seriousness of acid rain, I
extend an invitation to come to our country and see for
themselves. There they will find signs of the depredations of
several million tons of sulphur dioxide and oxides of nitrogen --
at least half of which is of U.S. origin -- which are transformed
chemically in the atmosphere and fall in our country each year in
the form of acid rain. Many of our lakes have reached levels of
acidity which make it impossible to support fish and related
forms of life. 1In Nova Scotia to date, no less than nine rivers
no longer support the salmon population. And elsewhere, the
leaching of calcium and magnesium from the soil is threatening
our boreal forest -- a resource that provides employment to 10
per cent of our labour force in Canada.

Those who are pessimistic about the prospects for
halting the high level of emissions have perhaps ignored our own
experience in Canada. I suggest they look at what we in Canada
have been able to bring about in this effort. The best example
is the huge smelting operation of the International Nickel
Company at Sudbury, Ontario -- the largest single producer of
acid-causing emissions in our country. Had no controls been
imposed, that smelter would today be producing some 7,200 tons of
sulphur dioxide daily. However, for several years, it has been
operated at 50 per cent control or below. New regulations in
1980 have reduced the legal limit from 3,600 tons a day to 2,500
tons. In 1983, it will drop to 1,950 tons and we are examining
ways to reduce emissions to the lowest possible level.

That is one major example; but there are others.
Sulphur containment at a new copper smelter in Timmins, Ontario,
will reach 97 per cent. And Ontario's thermal power stations
have been required to reduce total sulphur dioxide emissions by
43 per cent during the 1980s -- even though, like the United
States, we are anticipating considerable growth in demand for

electricity.
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