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Lrerever Canadian interests are involved or are likely to be
affectedo. This work of reporting-goes on day after day, irdeed

say and night. Telegrams, despatches and personal reports flow

in to the East Block from our offices abroad and fraaz our contacts.
lith other Governments.tl}rough their offices in Ottawa and else-

L mere. Ambassadors, Liinisters and High Commissioners come back
prom their posts and tell us what they have seen, what they have
card, what they have learned, from their own observations on the
Eslpot. At the same time, the process of analyzing, interpreting

.nd consolidating goes on in the twelve divisions which make up

Lye Department of External Affairs.. . '

On the basis of these reports made by the Department, the
inister and the Government make their decisions and develop the
._policies which govern Canada‘'s relations with other countries.

72or this reason the task of reporting is probably the most import-
(Ent work of the Department. TFor it is these reports which are the
Qatérial from which Carada‘'s foreign policy is made.

The other ma jor task of owr diplomats is to carry out

:he decisions taken by the Government and to advance Canadian
Ynterests in our relations with other countries in accordance with
f;olicies approved by the Governnment.

Thus, rmuch of the time and encrgy of our officers is
‘taken up with negotiating with other Governments under instruc-
+ions from the Minister or the Cabinet. Negotiations betiwieen
hovernments are normally carried on by diplomats. For the most
hert, negotiations between countries are very like the negotiations
7ich go on before a deal is closed in private busiress. It is
‘rue that sometimss there is rather nmore formality. But some-

Yires there is a good dcal less.

Diplomatic negoticticns have to do with a wide rangec of
cubjects from the important to the trivial. lany of us belileve
that the Iiorth Atlamtic Treaty may mean the difference between
veace and war in our gcneration. Canadian public ren have

ightly been given a large meesure of credit for laying the ground-
oork of that historic pact. 'hat is less kpown is that Canadian
iplomats had a great deal to do with bringing the Treaty to the
oint of signature. Before it was finally agrecd and signed with
fue solemnity in April of last year, there were many long weecks

pf negotiations between rcpresentatives of the western nations.
banadian diplomats worked and sweated for many hundreds of hours
7ith their colleagues from Britain, the United States and the
pther countries of the Alliance, before a text was produced which
pet the desires and necessities of all. The Morth Atlantic
fommunity has emerged as the most significant achievement of
estern foreign policy in rccent yecars. But there will still

¢ rany nmorc weary hours of discussion, proposal and counter
b{‘O;oosal, draft and redraft, of negotiation in fact bectween
31131%'9.%3, before the worl of llorth Atlantic organization is
L0plet e,

Diplomatic negotiations may be concerned with ruch less
Fortant and exeiting -things than rultilateral trcaties and
flliances. They rmeoy be merely bilateral, that is, seekirg agrce-
€0t between only two nations. For exanple, not many months &zo,
egotiat ions with the United States Governnent resulted in a
¢ agreement between the two Governments concerning civil avia-
lon,  In this case, the conclusion of the cgreerncnt does not
~¢ell to have terminated the negotiations! Or again, negotiations

/by our...




