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(4) Contracting Parties shall comply with Articles 1 to 21 and the Appendix of the Berne 
Convention.1

Article 2

Scope of Copyright Protection

Copyright protection extends to expressions and not to ideas, procedures, methods of 
operation or mathematical concepts as such.

Article 3

Application of Articles 2 to 6 of the Berne Convention

Contracting Parties shall apply mutatis mutandis the provisions of Articles 2 to 6 of the 
Berne Convention in respect of the protection provided for in this Treaty.2

Article 4

Computer Programs

Computer programs are protected as literary works within the meaning of Article 2 of the 
Berne Convention. Such protection applies to computer programs, whatever may be the mode or 
form of their expression.3

Agreed statement concerning Article 1(4): The reproduction right, as set out in Article 9 of the Beme Convention, and 
the exceptions permitted thereunder, fully apply in the digital environment, in particular to the use of works in digital form. 
It is understood that the storage of a protected work in digital form in an electronic medium constitutes a reproduction 
within the meaning of Article 9 of the Beme Convention.
2 Agreed statement concerning Article 3: It is understood that, in applying Article 3 of this Treaty, the expression 
“country of the Union” in Articles 2 to 6 of the Beme Convention will be read as if it were a reference to a Contracting 
Party to this Treaty, in the application of those Beme Articles in respect of protection provided for in this Treaty. It is also 
understood that the expression “country outside the Union” in those Articles in the Berne Convention will, in the same 
circumstances, be read as if it were a reference to a country that is not a Contracting Party to this Treaty, and that “this 
Convention” in Articles 2(8), 2bis(2), 3, 4 and 5 of the Beme Convention will be read as if it were a reference to the Beme 
Convention and this Treaty. Finally, it is understood that a reference in Articles 3 to 6 of the Beme Convention to a 
“national of one of the countries of the Union” will, when these Articles are applied to this Treaty, mean, in regard to an 
intergovernmental organization that is a Contracting Party to this Treaty, a national of one of the countries that is member 
of that organization.
1 Agreed statement concerning Article 4: The scope of protection for computer programs under Article 4 of this Treaty, 
read with Article 2, is consistent with Article 2 of the Beme Convention and on a par with the relevant provisions of the 
TRIPS Agreement.


