
MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER: CANADA-GREECE RELATIONS $INE 1942

Laflèche also tracked -

the continued flow of
Canadian aid - includ-
ing food, medical sup-
plies, and millions of
items of clothing - to
Greek civilians trapped
in the bloody civil war
between Communist
and non-Communist

Partisans that erupted in
1946. King, like most
Canadians, watched
with horror as the Sovi-
et Unjon's communist
allies threatened West--
ern Europe's fragile
POStwar democracies. "The most serious perhaps of ail", the prime minister
noted in March 1948, "is the situation that is developing in Palestine and on
the borders of Greece. It is truly appalling how far the Russians have been
permitted and have been able to get ahead in the four years smnce the war".
Canadîan diplomats agreed, and when the North Atlantic Trýeaty Organiza-
tion (NATO) was created in 1949 to confront the Communist threat in Eu-
rope, they welcomed Greek membership in 1952. Canada and Greece had
become formai allies in the fight for European democracy.

Postwar immigration also strengthened bilateral tdes. Im-
pressed by Greek heroics during the Second World War and
inspired by the democratic ideals of ancient Creece, Cold
War Canada welcomed a wave of Greek immigrants. In the
decade between 1951 and 1961, 35,000 Greeks emigrated
to Canada." They settled mainly in Toronto and Montreal, 17 0l7r
where they created lively and vibrant neighbourhoods
that changed the very nature of those cities. The affable
Glenn Cochrane, a long time Toronto reporter and local z L
celebrît3ý recalied in his memoirs how the "newcomers
brightened up streets by planting flower beds and
building pergolas for their grapes; they brought music
and a sense of style that was new to their new cty9? 1E2te

George Depasta.
Minister of Greece to
Canada, accompanies
King George B'
during his visit to
Canada (June 1942)


