
politics) include waging war against ethnic rebels
(directed more at the ethnic populace than
rebels); using aid provided for the "war on drugs"
to build personal power-bases either in the gov-
ernment, the armed forces and other coerclve
agencies of the state; distorting the goals of devel-
opment projects and crop replacement programs
50 that they are transformed into patronage "fief-
doms"; using the "war on drugs" as a pretext to
repress the people, suppress their rights, consoli-
date authoritanian control, strengthen the coercive
and surveillance arms of the state, and so onl -

with no appreciable effects on drug production
and outflow.[l] The upstreamn war on drugs often
became, as one DEA (Drug Enforcement Agency)
agent puts it, a war between "our crooks" and
other crooks.[8]

Burma: The "War on Drugs" Gone Wroug

The best example of the distortion of the upstreamn
"war on drug" - a war gone wrong - and its unin-
tended consequences, is illustrateri by the "war on
drugs" in Burma. In the mid-1970's, the U.S. govern-
ment under President Carter embarked on a pollcy
of cooperating with Ne Win's soctalist-military
regime to, wage a "war against drugs" in Burina'
"Golden Triangle", Le., in the Shan State. The U.S.

and other anti-narcotics aid and assistance - and
who the regime had blamed for the opium-heroin
problein, were transformed into "democratic"
armies, their commanders became "leaders of the
national races".[12] Their "business" partners and
patrons - major players in the trans-border
opium-heroin and contraband trade - became
"entrepreneurs" on the cutting edge of economic
development, via the Burmese path to capitalism.
What transpired, in a nutshell, was that after the
collapse of the military-socialist regime, brought
about by 1988 people's power uprlsing, the mllitary
staged a bloody "come-back" coup, with the help ol
neighboring govermients - in particular, Singa-
pore, China and Thailand. the new regime - State
Law and Order Restoration Coundil (SLORC) -

declared that it was embarked uDon a develoD-
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