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interests of Canadian listeners, and in the national interests
of Canada." ' i

"This analysis of the situation and this statement of
principle were followed by recommendations for a broadcasting
system owned and controlled by the nation. These recommendations
were adopted in the main, and the principles of Canada'!s system,
established by legislation, have been confirmed year after year
by ten Special Committees of the House of Commons and by the
opinion of disinterested radio listeners. The system recommended
by the Aird Commission to the nation has developed into the
greatest single agency for national unity, understanding and
englightenment. But, after twenty years, the time has now come
for a restatement of the principles of Canadian broadcasting,
tacitly accepted for so many years, and also for some account of
what it has done for the country.

"We have pointed out that the isolated areas of the
country which need it most would not enjoy its benefits except
under a national system. We believe that the national system
has fulfilled the expectations of those who planned it. We
think that; despite the inevitable limitations and deficiencies
of which we shall have something to say later, it has exceeded
all reasonable expectations; it has become, we have found, a source
of pride and gratification to the groups most representative of
Canadian listeners; and we can state here that we fully share

their feelings.

"In the early days of broadcasting, Canada was in real
danger of cultural annexation to the United States. Action taken
on radio broadcasting by governments representing all parties made
it possible for her to maintain her cultural identity. Through
Canadian radio, however, much more than this has been done. Radio
has opened the way to a mutual knowledge and understanding which
would have seemed impossible a few years before. Canadians as a
people have listened to news of their own country and of the world,
have heard public topics discussed by national authorities, have
listened to and have participated in discussions of Canadian
problems, and have, through radio, been present at great national ’
events. All these things are so obvious today that it is easy to
forget what they have meant especially to the many Canadians who
live in relative isolation, lacking a daily newspaper and enjoying
little contact with the outside world.

"Canadian sectionalism is not yet a thing of the past, but
it is certain that the energetic efforts of the Canadian Broddcasting
Corporation in providing special regional programmes and informative
talks, and in introducing a great variety of Canadians to their
fellow-citizens, have done much to bring us nearer together. From
Vancouver Island to Newfoundland and from the Mackenzie River to
the border; Canadians have been given a new consciousness of their

unity and of their diversity.

"But national unity and knowledge of our country are not

the only-ends to be served. These important purposes are also a
means to that "peaceful sharing of the things we cherish", in "l’
St. Augustine's phrase cited at the beginning of this volume. We - v

are thus further concerned with radio broadcasting in that it can
open to all Canadians new sources of delight in arts, letters,
music and the drama. Through a fuller understanding and a
heightened enjoyment of these things Canadians become better
Canadians because their interests are broadened; they achieve
greater unity because they enjoy in common more things, and

worthier things. )

"This view of the principle or purpose of Canadian radio
broadcasting, as we see it, dictates Canadian policy. Other




