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(a) To review how national scientific and technological activities could
be more responsive to sustainable development needs as part of an overall
effort to strengthen national research and development systems, including

through strengthening and widening the membership of national scientific and

technological advisory councils, organizations and committees to assure that:

(i) The full range of national needs for scientific and technological
programmes are communicated to Governments and the public;

(ii) The various strands of public opinion are represented;

(b) To promote regional cooperative mechanisms to address regional needs
for sustainable development. Such regional cooperative mechanisms could be
facilitated through public/private partnerships and provide support to

Governments, industry, non-governmental educational institutions and other
domestic and international organizations, and by strengthening global
professional networks;

(c) To improve and expand scientific and technical inputs through
appropriate mechanisms to intergovernmental consultative, cooperative and
negotiating processes towards international and regional agreements;

(d) To strengthen science and technology advice to the highest levels of
the United Nations, and other international institutions, in order to ensure
the inclusion of science and technology know-how in sustainable development
policies and strategies;

(e) To improve and strengthen programmes for disseminating research
results of universities and research institutions. This requires recognition
of and greater support to the scientists, technologists and teachers who are
engaged in communicating and interpreting scientific and technological

information to policy makers, professionals in other fields and the general
public. Such support should focus on the transfer of skills and the transfer
and adaptation of planning techniques. This requires full and open sharing of
data and information among scientists and decision makers. The publication of
national scientific research reports and technical reports that are

understandable and relevant to local sustainable development needs would also
improve the interface between science and decision-making, as well as the
implementation of scientific results;

(f) To improve links between the official independent research sector
and industry so that research may become an important element of industrial
strategy;

(g) To promote and strengthen the role of women as full partners in the
science and technology disciplines;

(h) To develop and implement information technologies to enhance the
dissemination of information for sustainable development.
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