
Home to the seventh largest
stock exchange in the world,
Toronto has emerged as the
"head office" location for
more than half of Canada's
financial institutions, insur-
ance and real estate compa-
nies, and publishing houses.
It is also the principal centre
of conventions thanks to the
excellent facilities the city
provides. Toronto, in fact,
recently hosted the 14th
annual Economic Summit of
major industrialized nations
held at the Metropolitan
Toronto Convention Centre.

Those familiar with the city in
the 1950s will find it greatly
changed today. Of the essen-
tially English provincial city
there remain few traces. The
most notable demographic
change in Toronto has been
the increase in non-European
immigrants. In 1987, the
number of people of British
origin in Toronto stood at
28 per cent, and of Italian
origin, 12 per cent (the
largest settlement outside
Italy). These two biggest
groups are followed by large
Scottish, Irish, Jewish,
Chinese, Portuguese, Greek,
Caribbean, French, Indo-
Pakistani, Ukrainian and
Polish communities. During
the late 1980s, Toronto's
sizeable increase of immi-
grants clearly established
the city as one of the most
racially and culturally varied
in the world.

Among the noticeable effects
of this increased immigration
is the mélange of languages
one hears in the streets,
on radio and on television.
Today, Toronto's rich multi-
cultural composition is
reflected in the performing
arts as well as in ethnic
newspapers and magazines.

In addition, city streets are
lined with numerous ethnic
shops and grocery stores and
a great variety of excellent
ethnic restaurants. The famed
Kensington Market - where
foods from all over the world
can be bought in a European
setting - shows that Toronto
comes honestly by the de-
scription "cultural mosaic."

There is more to Toronto,
however, than ethnic diver-
sity. One of the city's most
exciting dining and shopping
spots is in the Bloor/Yorkville
streets area, known for its
high-fashion boutiques, movie
theatres, and fashionable
restaurants. Yorkville, a
hangout for hippies in the
1960s, is now a focal point
for antique and art dealers,
designer clothing, trendy
bistros and chic nightlife.

IKensington Market:
, cultural mosaic of

people and foods
from around the
world.


