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‘The United Nations -- World Clinic

For the past year it has been my responsibility --
along with my colleague, our distinguished Secretary of
State for External Affairs, Mr. Pearson -- to represent
Canada at the seventh session of the United Nations, which
set itself the formidable task of achieving an honourable
armistice in Korea, In our consultations with other member
nations and in our deliberations around the conference
table, it seemed to me that there was a direct parallel
between our efforts to achieve peace and security throughout
the world and what Canada's public health workers are doing
ev:ﬁy day to improve the health and well-being of this.
nation,

To me, the United Nations is a kind of "global
clinice™ which seeks out and deals with complex political,
social and economic ills in an effort to restore health and
Security to a sick and troubled world.

The principles followed by the United Nations
are much the same as those which guide the work of any
800d health clinic. First, and most importent, its doors
are always open to all who stand in need of its help.
Secondly, it recognizes the necessity for getting all the
facts before diagnosing the condition and prescribing
treatment. Third, it stresses the value of prevention and
Seeks to eliminate the causes of conflict before trouble
develops, Finally, it enlists the co-operation and support
Of members with varying and sometimes conflicting back-
grounds, capacities and interests.

A recent example of co-operative action on an
Urgent health problem will illustrate how these same
Principles apply to public health work in Canada. I have
in mind the prompt and effective marshalling of the
Dation's public health resources to help combat this
Ummer's polio epidemic which assumed such serious
Proportions in some areas of Canada.
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With the virtual elimination of diphtheria,

'hOOplns'oough and smallpox as threats to the nation's

i h.ﬂlth and with the very encouraging progress made in

Tecent ygaps in bringing tuberculosis under control,

. Poliomye1itis has now assumed new prominence as a ma jor

.»gﬁblio health problem in Canada. For personal reasons,
18 18 g matter in which I have a particular interest.



