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Children and Books.

The child is greater than the book and the book must

wait upon hit; neede. The instinctive interests which
predominate at any given period of cbild life, détermine
Imrgely what hoe can appropriate from literature.

The cbild before the age of eigbt is interested in
vivid images, but flot in relations. iHe cares for action,
for calor qknd sentie, for the mar<eloue and -the impos-

sible; bence ho revois in myth and fairy tale. This
child knows only the family; loves atonies of cbildren,
deligbts in tho Indian, but bas no more comprébension of
hie own country than a Zulu savage. Rhythm attracts
bim to sang and poem. -Evon bi& prose atories sbould
"run in the ears like the noise of breakers."

From oight ta fourteen the boy reads invention and
travel greedily, to flnd out how thinga are done. Ho
loves the mcving tale flavored with bloodebed and won-
dor. Give him thie sort of incident in good literature
where it embodies truth and tbougbt, and hoe will soon
rejoat worthless stuif cf his cwn accord. The girl'e book
of this poriod je Igrgely pernicicus. Lot the girl read
bier brotber's bock tilI hier demand for the love etcry
cannet be igncred; thon give hier the best cIe cf
novols.

From fourteon to eigbteen. in early adolescenxce, there
is a craie for neading. It mattere not how many booke
are remd, se thoy be wholescme. Lot the young mind
catch fireat many points, se, the epark be divine. A
foundation of wide reading must be laid now for the
close logical study of one bock later.

There should be more etory.telling and oral reading
in home, sohool, and library. It is not wicked ta begin
in the middleocf a bock, if that bo its attractive point.
Iii is as absurd ta* make a boy study the life-of the
authors ta interost him in Ichabcd Crane, as it would bo
ta mako a young man etudy the family records me a pro-
liminany ta falling in love with the daughter of the
bouse.

Finmlly, any child will love good literature w.ho is
surrounded by its loyers. Before we legisiate that
every teacher muet sing and draw e siss htn
teacher who knows not literature and loves it net, bo-
appointed ta take charge cf children of any age.-
Seiecied.

There was a teachers' institute tbe other day ýin
Eldorado, Kan., and some cf the young men habited1 in
gorgeous shirt waists took their seats in a rew in the
rear cf the room. -The instructions were going along a
few minutes later when the old professer look-ed over
the t6p of hie spectacles and said : IlFer this question
I would like an answer from one cf the young ladies idi
the back seat."

CURRENT EVENTS.

Prof. (loldwin Smith lias donated ta the library cf
Toronto University the sum cf ton thouemnd dollars,
stating that iL is intendéd as a memorial of 'King
Alfred, the reetorer cf English learning.

Newfoundland centaine largo tracts cf spruoe and Oir,
which are about ta ho entered by capitaliste interested
in the pulp industry; and the anciont colony will pro-
bml>ly in a few yeare beconie ene cf tlie great pulp
contres cf the wùrld.

At tbe Pan-American Exposition, every exhibit cf
Ontario fruit put into compétition carriod-off a modal.

Iron is now shipped f romn Cape Breton ta the United
States, where it finds a market in competition with
Pennsylvania iran.

A cable hae been laid fromf the maitiland cf Labrador
ta Belle Tlie. Navigatare wha go Lhreugh the straite
cf Belle Isle wilI be greatly -benofitted by the werk.
Thero is ncw uninterrupted telegraph communication
overland from the Youkon ta Labradon.

Lt bas been suggeted that Canada endeavan ta pur.
chase Greenland from Denmark and add it ta the
Dominion. Lt was a serious error on the part cf aur
etateen that thoy did net buy Alaska when it was
offered for sale by the Ruesian govornment.

The 1)uke and Duchees cf Cornwall and York have
completed their jeumney acrose the continent, and are
now roturning ta the eaatern provincea. There han
ibeen ncthing lacking in the Canadian welcome te the
royal party. Wherever, they have stopped, preluse
doecoratione, loyal demonetrations, and popular enthu-
siasm have gretted them. They are expocted te reach
St. John on the 17th, and will saul frcm Halifax on the
219t, having travelled 30,000 miles without vieiting a
foreign country.

The rayai Duko and Duchese, who are presumably
the future king and quoon cf the Britone cf aIl the
world, have visited in their taur Gibraltar, Malta, Aden,
Ceylon, Singaporo, the new commenwealth of Australia
(where the Duke opeiîed tbe firet federal parliament),
New Zeaiand, Mauritius, South Africa and Canada,
and will toucb at Newfoundland on the roturn voyage
te the BritiQ-h Islands. No such royal progrees was
ever nmade before ; and no foreign prince or potentate
can find se many loyal races and se many free govorfl-
mients beneatb bis flag.

Ameng the notable, incidents cf their royal bigb-
nesses' Canadian tour was the recoption at Ottawa,
where the electric illuminations exceeded any that thoy
bad seen elsewbere in the world. On the plains near
Calgary, in the territory cf Alberta, thousands of
friendly Indians gathered -ta present loyal addresees and
pprforim their tribal cereonies in hiouer of tbe son cf
their king. The C. P. R .train où wliich the royal
party tnavelled froni ocean ta ocean wme made in the
workshops at Montreal, and was the'most magnificent
ever seen on this contjinent or elsewhere. On their
return trip the royal visiters wilI see bIiagara Falls.
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