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travelling about a mile we came to the railway track and
nxarched between the two gleaming lines of rails towards
our destination. In a short timie a sharp order of 'Hait, who,
cornes there ?" brought u~s to a sudden stazxdstill. I answered
" Patrol." The reply came: - stand patrol, advance one and
give the countersigu." Fraser and Harold stood stili while 1
advanced and found a sharp-eyed sentry crouching downl
behind a parapet of stones and wýatchîng lest the line miglit
lie blown up or the camp attacked by the eneniv. I gave
the countersign " Saskatchewan ''and lie said: "ýPass pat-
rol, all is well." Wle liad alniost reached the bouse with-
out further misadventnre when Hlarold sezied me by the
shoulder and pressed ine to the grounid, at the saine tîmie
throwîing himself on his face. A short distance off and
cautiously coxning ini our direction was a man on horse-
backc

IEveni in the weird uncertain liglit of an African
iiiglit we recognized him as a Boer. 1 whispered to Harold
to niove off ta the riglit in a small donga and Fraser to take
cover behind a rock to the lef t and to take careful aim at
the straniger's horse but not to fire unitil 1 gave the word.
They crept noiselessly to their positions. I stood np and
challenged the horserian with "'Hait, whio comnes there?"
Instead of hialting, lie suddenly wheeled bis horse and I
againi shouted, this Urnie ini Duteh patois -"Stopli ! of ik
shiet !" -He did niot stop but plnngied spurs inito his horse
and in a moment more would have been ont of reacli.
Instantly 1 comxinanded " fire" and spurts of flamne shiot
simiultarieouisly frorn thedonga on mi-y riglit and the rock on
ny lel t. The horse, with a neigli of fear, sprang forward
for a moment and fell over dead. The B3oer vaulted fromi
bis saddle as lus horse feil, threw hinmself behind it, and
takinig swift aimi with his Mauser hie flred at mie before 1
coiu1d get cover, The bullet cnt throughi the doîl in my
hiaversac at rny side, and strange to say embedded itself in
the package of candy. Harold and Fraser at once opened


