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. of eredi
‘ credit? That the volume of business

:::ul:dthe country would shrink a good

; facterfm-(:h a system is certain. But
Ctine o itself proves nothing. Most
Siew themen, ?o say nothing of those who
"‘“dpoin(:“emon from a social or moral
eredt, by " deplore the fact that so much

o cony :muss of an unsafe kind is donein
ordeg t'y’ an(} that so large facilities are
ition, tQo the 'lnexperienced and the am-
"ho goos :l:lﬁh mto. debt. In fact, no one
an fyi] 4 rough life with his eyes open
emisero se(? on every hand evidence of
of fam ey :hlch is brought upon thousands

® rash 8 by th(? fatal facility with which
“ over h, unthrifty or dishonest can get

ead and ears in debt.”

‘983:‘:, Bimil.ar, in many particulars, it
“liﬂmentus, is the question now before
Cac g4 g and the _country with refer-
o inevitebll’l‘oposed insolvency law. That
incre&: e effect of such a law will be
ispenge d? largely the amount of credit
Nding ; n the. country, with a corres-

i veno Dcrease in the number of cases of
This augd i;}no though'ful person can doubt.
in ¢ 8 lott © reagon for it are made clear
pearg o) er of Mr. Thomas Ritchie, which
%is £ :ewhe!‘e- ' The legitimate business
ﬁonub]y t;:y crediv transaction is, unques-
&bilit,y (;f the moral character and financial
i8 equal) & person receiving the credit.
venoy | y clf&r that the tendency of in-
Banney a‘yﬂ I8 to shift this basis in the
Sugh awsomte.d out by Mr. Richards.
o 1ect," a3 in fact all laws to facilitate
‘lonesg. ton of debts, are made for the dis-
e tho tlj suppose that it is rarely the
imselfe really honorable man who

Ly unable to meet his obligations
honou;abla S 8ny difficulty in obtaining an
Qowy th:fd‘“hm'ge oh frankly making
o 8 acts and expressing his willing-

org, Trender his property to his credit-
of th 1(; honest man needs the compulsion
he direc: t? make him do those things.
Sppo Blms of an insolvency act are,
debgp, l’: %, chiefly to compel unwilling
t am: m“ke. a fair division of their
%8 releageng their creditors, and to secure
tiong whi h0£ the willing from legal obliga-
diﬂchargec they may be utterly unable to
e not, 1 Whether these direct advant ages
™ore than an offset by the evils of
thy stimulation of credit-giviog
iceq eofacilities afforded for such sharp
"Wdorg 5 n th? part of dishonourable
tio I}’Il\ Ritchie describes, is a ques-
3 il;i;:hlc‘.] i.'i would be rash to pronounce
OPInion, without a careful collec-
bogyi, . “t0dy of & wide range of facts
Therei Upon the two sides of the case.
Objo io;l ' say the least, great force in the
chﬂ[‘g\s urged by Mr. Ritchie and many
t‘\lt‘ 0:0 tuch force that it is probable
meht'hag 8 the Government and Parlia-
t% i ® boen thinking about the matter,
tor jy,, 7e conclude to take another year
"Sideration, before legislating upon
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it. Meanwhile it seems to us that the best
aid that could be given in reaching a right
conclusion would be a careful and some-
what exhaustive collection of cases of hard-
ghip and other facts, bearing on one side
and the other, to show the effscts which
have attended bdoth the operation and the
absence of such an act in the history of
Canada. Both plans have been well tried
and experience should be the best teacher
in the matter. Possibly this is one of the
cases in which a Royal Commigsion might
be of real service,

_ In educational discussions two things
which are entirely distinct are often con-
fused. It is one question whesher the funds
derived from public taxation should be
drawn upon in aid of education beyond that
which may fairly be supposed to be accessi-
ble to the whole people. It is anther and
quite a different question whether the larg-
est possible number of citizans should be
encouraged to get the highest possible edu-
cation., When a statesman or a newspaper
complains that the high schools and collegi-
atc inititutes are being fistered at the ex-
pense of the public schools, or maintains
that they do not come within the category
of those which should be aided from the
public funds at all, the question is discussi-
bie. But when they argue that the chil-
dren of the country are being over-educited
and so unfitted for the manual toil which
will be or ought to b> the lot of th> great
majority, they trench on other ground.
The contention that the masses should re-
ceive only a limited primary education leat
higher training m1y stimulate an ambition
above indastrial callings, is one to which no
thoughtful friead of education can assent.
It places the whole subject of education on
a low utilitarian ground. It proves too
much, for it might be argued with equal
plausibility that even the primary schools
are injurious in this respact, that the man
or the woman who is totally unable to read
will make the more docile and submissive
labour machine. But if we put the ques-
tion on the higher ground that education is
the birthright of every one to the fullest at-
tainable extent, what right has one human
being wh) has boen blessed with a good
mental training to throw any obatacle in the
way to prevent another human being from
receiving the same culture? Is it not quite
clear that the human mind was intended
for culture and developmeat just as much
a8 the human hand or muscle ¢

But all this, we may be told, thouzh it
gounds well, is mere theory and does not
help in the least to solve the practical
difficulty. That there is a serious practical
difficulty, arising out of the tendency of
those who are able to secure a little better
education than that of their parents or
neighbours, to shun all occupations which
task the bodily energies rather than those
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of the mind, cannot, we fear, be denied.
Even in England, where secondary educa-
tion has been hitherto some what neglected,
and is only just now beginning to be organ-
ize1 on anything like a national scale, there
ars, the Standard tells us, eight thousand
barristers whera only about sixteen hun-
dred can be said to be in practice. * We are
making people so refined and so educated,”
says the Standard, “that manual labor is
repugnant to them. As for doing any-
thing disagreeable, or following an occupa-
tion that is irksome or inferior, how can a
lad who has passed creditably through the
sixth standard, or a young wman who has
attended a course of local examination lec-
tures, be expected to hear of such a thing ¥”
And yet what would induce the Standard
writer, if such a thing were possible, to di-
vest himself of the education and refine-
ment which have fitted him for his present
position, and go bask to the mental state
which he regrds as necessary to fit one for
manua! labor, or any disagceeable occupa-
tion? What attitude of mind can be more
illogical or awkward than that of the man
who, having by dint of a certain amount of
education been enabled to occupy a position
which nothing but the direst necessity
could induce him to exchange for one of
manual toil, sneers at the aspirations of
others who may b ambitious of the same
advantages, and thousands of whom are just
as well fitted by nature to make good use
of them as he. The fault with him, as
with the great majority of those at whom
he saeers, is partly in the point of view
a1d partly, perhaps, in the present inaquali-
ties in the comfort, respectability, and emol-
uments of the two classes of work. When
manual labor is as well paid as the other
employments, and the hours of toil reduced
iu proportion to the disagreeableness of the
occupation, people will perhaps be a8 ready
to engage in the one as in the other, and
the popular notions in regard to the com-
parative respectability of the two will be
modified accordingly. The life of the farm
laborer who is compelled to work twelve
or fourteen hours a day may be hardly
worth living, but what could be more
delightful than the situation of an educated
farmer, working only six or eight hours
a d.y, and having the rest of the time for
reading and recreation, a8 many profession-
al men now do. At any rate it is evident
that the march of universal education can-
not be stayed by any such r:asoning as that
of the Standard. Perhaps the best course
ig to hasten it as much as possible, and

leave the question of occupations to adjust -

iteelf when all are on the same footing.
Meanwhile, let the choice be between work-
ing and fasting and few will choose the lat-
ter because they have been a few years at
a high school. Nor is it at all likely that
we shall all perish for want of food or shel-
ter because no one can be found to till the
soil or build houses.
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