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o! creijl Tbat the volume of business

I doue 111 the Country would sbrink a good
dekl linder sncb a system is certain. But
that flet O! itself proves nothing. Most

- huine s Ilen, to Say nothing of those who
ieyw the question from a Social or moral

"tndoit, deplore the fact that so much
credît business of an unsafe kind is done in

I the8 country, and that so largre facilities are
agIorded te the inexperienced and the amn-
1btloiis to rush into debt. In f act, no one

8a4j !ail t see h lite with his eyes open

the USerY which is brought upon thousands

t o tainilieB by the fatal facility with which

0 tilh rea3b, unthrifty or dishoneat can get

e OVer head and ears in debt."

e qumte simailar, in many particulars, it,
4 teerne to us, is the question now before
e ]?aelia!ent and the cou ntry witb reer-
t rce to the proposed insolvency ]aw. That

the Increiae effect of such a law will be
dila'e&sei largely the amount of credit

itbe country, with a corres-
Pou.'ngflcreas, in the number of cases of
14 8Olv8eIC3T no thoughtful person can doubt.

'T" 'I the reason for it are made clear

in the letter Of Mr. Thomas Ritchie, whicb

%ppears lewbere. The legiti mate business

tifor SnY credit transaction is, unqueg-
tSo"ibyo the moral chiracter and financial

Ait ot the person receiving the credit.
I sequaîîY clear that the tendency of in-

e Qv'e la ia to shift this basis in the
Pointed out by Mr. Richards.

i. tlae a3i n fact ahl laws to fazilitate
tnCollection ot dbte, are made for the, dis-

't* 'We suppose that it is rarely the

r 4 a the~ r:ealIy honorable man wbo

It full1, bSl uable to meet bis obligations
L anaY difficulty in obtaining an

boiirable discharge dh frankly making
0""Wi the tact s and expressing bie willing-

teerronder bis property to bis credit-

honlest mnan needs the c mpulsion

ire tl0" to make bim do those things.

werre aima of an insolvency act are,
'e 40bt,::PlPse :hiefly to compel unwilling

deto t kmie a fair division of their
4%g q 'tr011,i their creditors, and to secure
the ree" o! th willing froni legal obliga-
tion whc he nyb tel nbet

1"Irge.' Whether these direct advant %ges
%e e Ore than an offset by the evils o!

ý9 etdiubalthY Stimulation o! credit-giving

Pu :: te facilities afforded for sucb sharp

tior Mr.Ritchie describes, is a ques-
là Cri he par o!u di sheponouabE

t:itv . er::orfoc

b st- tudY ot a wide range o! facti
rhe g UponI the two sides o! the case.

re SI o ay heleatgreat force in thE

Ios rged by Mr. Ritchie and many
of tht à ý8oInuch force that it is probablE

ii 1 t4r3 0 as the Qovernment and Parlia

14, hvve h2en thinking about the matter

IWf1 Yt onconlude to take another yeai

et f uris nderation, bet ore legislating u p o
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it. Meanwhile it seemis to us that the best

aid that could be given in reacbing a rigbt

conclusion would be a caret ul and some-

wbat exhaustive collection of cases o! bard-

sbip and other tacts, b-3aring on one side

and the other, to show the efltets which

bave attended b)th the operation and the

absence ot sucb an act in the history o!

Canada. Both plans bave been well tried

and experience sbould be the best teacher

in the matter. Possibly this is one o! the

cases in wbich a Royal Commigsion might

be ot real service.

In educational discussions two things

wbich are entiraly distinct are often con-

tused. IL is one question whetber the tunds

derived from public taxation should be

drawn upon in aid o! education beyond that

'which may fairly be supposed to be accessi-

ble to the wbole people. IL is an)ther aid

quite a diflerent question wbether the larg-

est possible number of citizans sbould be

encouraged to get thie highest possible edu-

cation. When a statesman or a newspaper

complains tliat the high schools and collegiL-

ate in3titutes are being f stered at the ex-

pense of the public achools, or maintains

that they do not corne within the categ.ry

o! those which sbould be aided from the

public tunds at aIl, the question is discuisi-

bie. But vihen they argue that the chil-

dren of the country are being over-educited

and so unfltted for the manual toil which

will be or ought to b) the lot of thbý great

maj)rity, they trench on other ground.

The contention that the masses sbould re-

ceive only a limited prirnary education Ie3t

higher training miy stimulate an ambition

above industrial callinga, is one to wbich no

th)ughtfal trie .îd of education can assent.

ht place3 the wbole subject ot education on

a low utilitarian ground. It proves too

much, for it migbt be argued with equal

plausibility that even the primary schools

are injurious in this respect, that the man

or the woman wbo is totally un7able to read

will inake the more docile and submissive

labour machine. But if we put the ques-

tion on the higher ground that education is

the birtbr»ght o! every one to the tulleat at-

tainable extent, what riglat bas one human

being, wb- bas b3en blessed with a good

mental training to throw any obstacle in the

way to prevent another huma'i being troin

receiving the Saine culture ? Ia it not quite

clear that the human m'nd was intended

for culture and developmeât just as mucb

as the human band or muscle <i

But ail thia, we may be told, thouAh it

sounds well, is mere theory and does noi

help in the least to solve the practica]i

difficulty. That there is a serions practica'

>difficulty, arising out o! the tendency ol

those who are able to secure a little bettei

education than that o! their parents o

r neighbours, to shun aIl occupations which

1task the bodily energies rather than thosq
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o! the mind, cainot, we fear, be denied.
Even in England, whera secondary educa-

tion bas been hitherto somewbat neglected,

and is only j ust now beginning to be organ -

ize 1 on anything like a national scale, there

are, the Standard tells us, eigbt thousand

barristers whera only about sixtien hun-

dred cin be said to be in practice. IlWe are

making people Se refined and so educated,"

says the Standard, Ilthat manual labor is

repugnant to them. As for doing any-

thing disagreeable, or tollowing an occupa-

tion that is irksome or interior, how can a

lad who bas passed creditably tbrougb the

sixth Standard, or a young man wbo bas

attended a course ot local examination lec-

tures, be expected to bear o! sucb a tbing 1"

And yet what wonld induce the Stan&dard!
writer, if such a thing were possible, te di-

vest himselt of the education and refine-

ment which bave fltted him for his present

position, and go baAk to the mental state

whicb he reg ýrds as necessary to fit one for

manua1 labor, or any disageeeable occupa-

tion?¶ What attitude o! mind can be more

illog*cal or awkward than that o! the man

wbo, baving by dint o! a certain amGunt ot

education been enabled to occupy a position

which nothing, but the direst necessity

could induce him to exchange for one of

manual toil, sneers at the aspirations of

othera wbo may b ý ambitiouq o! the same

advantages, and thousand i o! whom are juat

as well fltte-1 by nature to make good use

o! thera as he. The tault with bini, as

with the great majority o! those at wbom

he saieers, is partly in the point o! view

a-id partly, perbaps, in the praeent inýquali-

ties in the comtort, reBpectability, and emol-

uments o! the t wo classes o! work. When

manual labor is as wehl paid as the other

employments, and the hours o! toil reduced

in proportion to the disagreeableness o! the

occupation, people will perbapa be as ready

to engage in the one as in the other, and

the popular notions in regard to the com-

parative respectability o! the two will be

modified accordingly. The life o! the farta

laborer wbo is compelled to work twelve

or tourteen hours a day may be bardly

worth living, but what could be more

deligbttul than the situation o! an educated

fariner, working only six or eight hours

a d ty, and baviog tbe reat o! the tume for

reading and recreation, as many profession-

al men now do. At any rate it is evident

that the marcb o! universal education can-

not be stayed by any such rzasoning as that

o! the Standard. Perbaps the best course

is to hasten it as mucb as possible, and

*leave the question o! occupations to adjust

itsel! when ail are on the sanie footing.

Meanwhile, let the choice be between work-

ing and fa3ting and tew will choose the lat-
ter because they bave been a tew years at

a bigb scbool. Nor is it at all likely that

r we shail aIl perish for want o! food or shel -

ter because no one can be tound to till the

3 soil or build bouses.


