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Blearken ta nature, that builds up and is
a garden for the infant. Dies she nlot in-
spire bum with a burning curiosity tesee,
touch and taste ? H1e iays his delicate
bands on everything, and wishes to seize it
ho will open a fruit or other abject fromi
curiosity, and break and destray a thausand
things ; it is certainly flot an instinct of
cruelty, of innate wickedness, as soine sup-
pose, but a desire ta see ; a lave of every-
thing new ta himi ; an exercise of strength.
At this age, every sight ie instructive ;
everytbing in the universe is strange and
marvellous ta himi and inakes an agreeable
impression ; for man is eager ta fi up the
immense void of ignorance that is in him.

If this instinct is encauraged by mare
13eductive etudies than dry grammnar or
thorny syntax, which are usually put too
scon inta a school.boy's bands, there is no
doubt hie would take a very lively

* interest in the varions fields of study, and
make remarkable pragress in theni. As a
niatter of fact, most children have an admir-
able memory ; they learn a multitude cf
things with astonishing rapidity, and the
impressions are often sa deep that they
last ta aid age.

Judgment is not well develaped in
cbildren because this faculty exacts a great
concourse of ideas for comparison and ex-
amnation of their resemblaace or difl er-
ence ; besides, a child is very changeable,
very incansistent, and not susceptible of
the long attention and cool reflection wbich
a mature judgment and coberent reasaning
require. (4eneral maxime and abstract
principles are beyond his capacity, and
etrangere ta his simple ideas. H1e applies
hiniself especially ta physical abjects, ta
thinga that mave hie senses, and nat ta
philosaphical considerations which have no
attraction for bum. This velacity of his
mavements is due to the quick action of the
heart, and the impetuosity af the circula-

* tien, which cause the blaod to rush in hie
veins. The sanie vehemence impresees a
variable and violent character on bis affec-
tions ; anger, love, fear, hope, j ealouey, bat-
red, joy, sorraw, excite these young beings
in every way, and subside as quickly as
they appear.

The fitnese of the mmnd depends in a
great mereure upon the equal development
cf the intellectual organe and the hemnis-
pheres of the brain ; the latter cannot be
made unequal except by imprudent compres-

* sions. As great inconvenience resuits from
the habit of giving toa much prepander-
ance ta one aide of the body, the other re-
maining fceble and incapable, so one eye or
ear becoming stranger than the other by
viciaus habits produces unequal sensations,
however simultaneous ; and false or inex-
act ideas. Strabismus, or squinting f re-
quently results froin this cause. As re-

* garde the cars, same people are incapable
of an accurate perception of harmoniaus
sounds, bence the impossibility of learning
music and singing in tune.

(Jhildren, accustamed from their cradie
ta the nurse'e sang, are soon accuetomed ta

* rhythm and cadence. Harmony diverte
their attention freim suffering, regulates
their niovemente more equally and pute
thein ta sleep more gently. There is saine

* truth in the belief cf the Pythagareans that
miusic larggly cantributcd ta good bealth,
ta grawth, ta vigor and harmony cf the
mmnd. WiLhout the art cf music, we
would still be living wild and savage in the

~' woods, if it be true that the barmony of
Anmphion and Orphsus mollified the first
miortals. The laws of (3reecs bore the

samne title as their songs. In their country,
education in infancy was a pleasure.

We wauld in3st moreover, if it were
nscsssary, upon the grievous error of neg-
lecting ihe development of the moral
sense during infancy, as it niay re8uit in
ferociaus habite among childrsn badly cdu-
catsd. Frcquent examples of cruelty cor-
rupt th-, beart and stifie kindusess, the most
essential cf the social virtues, and that
sense cf justice without which the rule cf
violence and tyranny would prevail.

The moet material cf the senses, such as
taste and touch, are very active in infancy.
The first derives its strenguh f rom the vi-
vacity cf the youthfui appetite, causing a]-
most ail children ta be greedy and dainty
catere. The tauch, from its meilow sof t-
ness, in these tender creatures makes them
very attractive, at the eamne time giving
themn exact ideas cf everytliing they seize
and embrace.

Il the natural bent cf chuldrens' minde
was not se frequeatly thwarted, it is pro-
bable they would almost always manifeet
an inclination, more or less decided, for
saine special occupation. It is true that,
as naturai impulses are nat ail equally
praiseworthy and useful, it might happen
that a duke's son would consider hiniseif
fit ta be a good cook, or the son of an artisan
might perbape display the talents cf a gen-
eral,

It has been establîshed by etatistica that
a certain percentage cf infants cf one year
perieli before the age of five, and a certain
percentage before the age cf ten.

Whsn blcaming youth approaches sarly
manhood it is tume ta be on the alert, and
resiet and repel the veilei enchantress that
crosses the path cf the yaung man, in vani-
ous forme, before lie entera the portais of
iawful wediock.

Ri this thy guard, be this thy strony dlefenco,
A virtuous heart, and unstained innocence.

Who then is frac ?the wisc that can control,
And ,overn ail the passions of the soul.

0f aIl social institutions, nons exercises
s0 much influence on the state as marriage.
As the Stite is composed of famulies, the
prosperity cf a nation will aiways depend an
the perfection of its matrimonial laws: they
influence the peace c f society, and the
rigbts cf persons and thinge ; the sceptre
and the throne iteelf are dependent on theni.
If the multiplication cf our species is aban-
doned ta the natural reine cf the pracrea-
tive instinct, eacisty wouid be dragged inta a
state cf misery and discord fan below the
present standard. Social institutions, in s0
far as they protect us f rom sucb miafortunes,
deserve ta be reepected ; but they muet be
freed froni those shackles which, instead of
rspreesing or regulating abuses, have a con-
trary effect.

As a caneequent cf violent and unne-
strained passions many children are bon
whose lives cannat be prolanged. Feebie
and ephemeral offîpring resuit f rom bacclian-
alian and othen excesses, wbich a natunal
instinct unceasingly fomente.

Ohildren should be trained at home by
their mothers, or a gavernesa or infant in-
structon who has been properly educated at
a training school. Thes incipient man
shauld be taught at the beginning cf hie
career ta make a becoming use cf hie life
that i8 opening before hiu. Hie watchful
guardian is, therefore, charged with the
direction cf hie furet ideas, and development
cf his firet affections. Taking care of hie
health is cniy a part cf the task impossd on
a good nurse ; as shouid prepare ber

echolar to be a uiefu ninember cf society'
To whoni shall this preciaus trust be coté
flded, this frail and delicate being on whOin
sa many hopes are placed î

Such a question would have been nO
anly superfluous, but oflensive in tbe
ancient daya when civilized people preserv*
ed in ail their purity thase simple mannero
and happy inclinations which nature ill
spires. llaving joyfully entered wedloGk,
wamen nurseà their own chîldren theii,
Diequiet and agitations, whicb are inseplIr-
able companione cf maternity, werebutae
pleasures ta themn. When mothers agali
deign ta nurse their infants, manners Wl
ref orni themeselves ; the sentiments cf lie
ture will revive in every heart ; the coU'"
tny will be praperly peopled.

The attractions cf domestic life are the
beet preventive cf bad morals. The prst'
tle of children becomes agreeahle;- it muakeB
the father and mother dearer ta anc anothet,
and strengthene the conjugal bond betwee"
tbem. Whgn the family is animated cheet,
fui and affectionate, domsstic cares are the
deaneet occupation cf the wife, and the
eweetest amusement cf the husband.

A good physique is indispensable te a
good nurse, but there are other qualities ncO
lees precicua, and still more rare, lh0
equally important ta succesa. She a8
posse unalterable sweetneea, babitUBil
cheerfulness and imperturbable patisuce.'
Equanimity cf temper is the only meiIiiO 0
impressing the moral sense, and je emin6i't'
ly adapted ta the early formation O
patience, sweetneee and resignation, and t
produce in the child those qualities wbiOb,
developing with age, form .ultimately the l'"
f ul citizen. Plato recommende that nuno
should not repeat a multitude cf iilil
and absurd staries, for fean, lie eays,B5 '0h
preposeesians may give a falsei direction to
the mind. What would the philosopher haO
said had lie heard tales to of ten recouteai
in aur homes, not only ta cbuldrsn, biut
grcwn-up men and wcmen ? Neverthel60St
nothing should be neglected when educaio
is in question. Vices and virtues cf ten P
pean innate, or dependent on individual 0T"
ganizatian, because we do not perceive the
impreesions wbich, frn the most tender B
bave occasioned their devslopment.

Poar and lese civilized nations, espeCl."
ly if free, multiply rapidly; and there "9

daily proof that the indigent and laborio0o
classes cf saciety praduce the greateet IIU0
ber cf childrsn. We do net see that the
montality cf children is greater among týe
middle classes than in the higlier and nrjiO
opulent ranks-where the most assidaOL0
cars is Siven ta the young shoota of illu8ltr
ous anceetry. In fact, the paon, and netth
ricli, nurse their cbildrsn. The 'excessive
dread cf the ieast indisposition cf hie îittle
bigbnees causes recoure ta medicanieltâ
anid precautions which cf ten help ta ii
bum. The want cf liberty and motion,
breathing the purs air, cf accustO'""g
himef by degrees t) tic inclemency cf th.
seasons, the misuse cf sweetmeaýt3, t tnt jlo
canht:tutian, and precacicue pleasurea 11t
vat3 hie strength. The poor, on the conltra
ry, mnure themselves t,) fatigue accustool
themeelves t,) plain food, and fortifytei
lives by free and vigorous exercisesut
t,) age. The impencept:"ble degenerat'tcU
the higher classes cf saciety is the outc'~
cf their modes cf life, while the fe'
ranka make themeelves strang and Pre odU
generations more rabust and enduringg O~
in marais and physique.

Woe ta those wba do net profit byth
experience of the pst an this importeint 51tb
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