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Im;l:-m Somewhat sudden death ?f Hon. 'l"houms White, Minister of the
shag tor, has' <.3alled forth expressions of sincero. regrot from men of all
ﬁfty.(:f of political opinion throughout th.e Dominion. The decea.se('l was but
h°pe(i]ght years of age, and, in th'e ordmfzry course of ev.ents, m‘lght have
~°thm~ to have many years of pub.hc serv'lce yeb.bef.ore him, L.lke many
t’&in:d ‘?’ho have attained to eminence in public life, Mr. White was a
: Journalist, and for years before his entrance into Parliament stood
POliti: lhighest rank of the professiox.l. The' exbex'mive ‘lcxldwledge? of the
ana: history of the coun.try and of its public affairs gained as editor and
azmael‘ first of the Hamilton Spectator, and atterwards of the Montreal
- % 8tood him in good stead in his Parliamentary and official career.
P oimg h.iS three years of office as a minister of the Crown, Mr. White
N ed. h.llnself eminently laborious and efficient. In fact, it is said to bhe
vﬁ:j"m‘)n of hig physicians that to the physical exhaustion produced by
_°’k was mainly attributable his inability to rally from the effecty of
ag ls"”iﬂﬁ which caused his death. In private and social life Mr, White
%teeiemal’ amiable,‘ and (-:ulbiv;l,(;ed to a degree which won him general
ngli and warm friendship. He was an active and useful member of the
2 0 Church, His bereaved family will have sincere and widespread
Pathy i their great sorrow,

o tP:E Success of the movement for the repeal of the Scott Act in every one
“Ounties in which a vote was taken on Thursday last will surprise no

' hag ohserved the workings of that Act. The result in these cases
© taken ag significant of a general revulsion of popular feeling, and
is rei::’ubf Prophetic of the issue in other couuties,. as 500n a8 the question
sy itted to‘ the voters. The rn?st enthusiastic afiYocates of com-
be, m: total. abstinence, if not wholly given over to fanaticism, must have
convinged of two things, first that local prohibition-—the attempt

Whi :Vem; the sale and use of liquors within the bounds of a municipality,
foly, . ©% are freely permitted in other municipalities all around it—is a
heart;, “I"d Secondly that all prohibitory legislation, so long as it lacks that
alop,, c:"PPOI‘t of an overwhelming majority of the people affected which
U secure jtg enforcement, is not only doomed to failure, hut is suve

tiply and intensify the evils it is designed to cure,
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TuE 24th of May is officially named as the date of the Governor-Gen-
eral’s departure from Canada. At Ottawa, a Citizens’ Committee, with
the Mayor at its head, has been formed to make arrangements for a fare-
well banquet and public reception, as a token of the estimation in which
His Excellency is held at the capital.  Parliament being in session, it is
probable that the Senate and Commons will take some appropriate part
in the demonstration, making it thereby in a degree representative of the
Dominion. In regard to the manner in which Lord Lansdowne has dis-
charged the duties of his high office there is, we believe, but one opinion
in Canada. Not only Las his course heen eminently constitutional and
discreet, but he has devoted himself to the interests of Canada with a zeal
and assiduity betokening a genuine interest in her welfare and progress,
Following the commendable example of Lord Dufforin and Lord Lorne,
Lord Lansdowne has, during hig term of office, visited all the provinces and
territories of the Dominion, acquainting himself with the peculiar resources,
circumstances, and wanbs of each. Tho general regret that the term of his
administration is being cut short is tempered by the knowledge that his
departure from our shores is hastened in ordor that he may assume the
duties and responsibilities of the highest gubernatorial position in the gift
of the British Crown. That his suceess and popularity in the viceroyalty
of the great Indian Empirc may be equal to his abilities and deserts will
be the wish and hope of all loyal Canadians,

Cae Canadian Gazette of April 5th containg an interesting résumé of
8 very important report which has been prepared and presented to the
Commercial Sub-Committee of the lmperial Federation League, by its
chairman, Sir Rawson W, Rawson, K.C.M.G., C.B. This document, the
preparation of which must have involved an immense amount of labour
and care, contains first a synopsis of the tariffs and trade of the Empire for
1885, the latest year for which full information was obtainable ; second,
a comparison of the rates of import duty upon the principal articles of
commerce in 1887, and, third, some general conclusions which Sir Rawson
W. Rawson deduces from the formidable medley. It would be impossible
to present within the limits of a paragraph an epitome, even in barest ogt-
line, of the results reached under the various divisions. Suflice it to give the
first conclusion reached, viz., that uniformity of tariffs ag regards duties
leviable in each country is hopeless at present, and to say in the words of the
Gazette, that “the compilers of the work frankly admit that, in so far as such
2 union [Commercial Union of the Ewmpire] would mean a common British
tariff, it is at the present time nothing more than an enthusiast’s dream.
The tariffs of the United Kingdom and of the several British possessions
arc all at sixes and seveny—a very chaos, out of which it would be little
less than a miracle to devise any practical scheme of fiscal unity which
should satisfy at one and the same time so great a variety of economic and
financial aims.”  “Bat,” addy the Glazette, “ while admitting these obstacles,
the compilers of this synopsis have a hope for the future, and rightly
enough recognize that the first step towards even the adequate discussion
of a question of such magnitude—to say nothing of the actual removal
and reduction of the present hindrances to uniformity—is to show in g
clear and concise way exactly how the tariffs of the Empire now stand as
compared with one another.” Whether such a hope must be dim and
remote the reader may judge.

Few will digpute the wisdom of the Government in determining to
discontinue the policy of assisting immigration with public funds, Equally
clear is the necessity for establishing some system of supervision, with a
view to prevent the wholesale deportation of helpless, diseased, and worth-
less people from English houses of refuge to our shores. But it would be
a great pity if, in our zeal to prevent Canada from becoming an asylum for
paupers, imbeciles, and social outcasts, we should close the gates of this
wide land against any who are really deserving of a share in the oppor-
tunities it offers to the industrious boor. There is some danger of this,
The work carricd on by such philanthropists as Dr. Barnardo seems to be
the outcome of wise beneficence. 'T'o gather up the deserted and orphan
children from the streets and byways of the Old Land or the New, to feed
and clothe them and carefully train them to habits of industry and thrift,
and then to find places for them in Canadian homes, is surely & work of the
highest utility, as well as the broadest and most practical philanthropy,
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