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endure forever." An answering love towards Him, their Lord, woke in their
hearts, though they knew Him flot except as a fellow mortal. But the spring
of love in the heart, in freedom of will flowing out towards another than self,
threw open wide the portais of the intellect to the reception of truth ; and
thus God could again becorne the Il Light of the.world." The vine, the fig-
tree, and the olive bloorned once more. The perception of the beautv and
blessedness of Goodness in the externals of material every-day life, led to the
perception of Truth, showed the path of joy in love of the neiglibour, and
found an uinfai]ing source of Ilpeace and good will"I towards ail in Love to
God. Thle wilderness and the solitary place within man wvas made glad by the
voice and presence of the Lord of the whole earth (the atonement was coin-
plete). J/an reconciled to God, and harmony between man and man was
again possible.

So stili, as Christmas time cornes round, men again are reminded of the
only true way-God's way-whereby they in their finite degree cari save and
heal each bis brother-man, as God did, in His infinite degree, restore to life the
whole human race. The way is the same for us as for Hirn. He Himself is
the way, the truth, and the life. W~e must do good as He did, yielding brotherly
help and kindniess to ail who are in need of aid or sympathy ; for so we too
may bie blessed to wake a love of others in other hearts, and so lead themn to
the source of ail love and wisdomn by the power of our Lord's life given to us.
Let us enter uipon it and give to others a joyous Christmas. Self niay thus die
and be lost ; but hie that thus "loseth his life shall keep it unto life eternal."

at Peshawur, a little beyond the Khyber Pass. No doubt it iilibe pushed
forward with ail possible energy. We could have no more cheering news for
Christmas day than that which cornes, telling us that General Gouigl with his
reinforcement has been able to join General Roberts. One thing we may rest
assured of, viz., that whatever British soldiers can do will be done.

Meanwhile, wvhat wîll Ruissia do ? Had she even a small army within
distance of Cabul, it might go liard with the British, for thieir advancing rein-
forcements ai-e little, if at a]l, stronger than the beleaguered zgarrison of Shirpur,
and the coming up of any large force front India, tbrough snow-blocked passes
ai-d hostile hili-tribes. must be a work of time and difficulty. But intrigue is
always a surer weapon than force in Russian hands, as the recent treachiery of
the Afghan ex-Comniiider-in-Chiief, of the Amieer himself, and of other leading
natives, bias amply shoivn. Wbile Gen. Roberts is blockaded ti Shirpur, and
bis %vouild be-rescuer, Gen. Gougbi, virtually surrounded on the road from.
Gandamak, haîf a dozen Russian cnvoys, well supplied with money, may work
ivonders among the chiiefs of the cintless clans into, îhich Afghanistan is
divided. A few Russian ofticers may accidentally find their îvay into the
Afghan ranks, and teach the latter a more effective mode of attack than wasting
their strengtii in beadiong dashies upon the British intrencbments. Nor, even
should the reported failutre of Ayoob Khan's expedition against Kandahar
prove truc, can it make mucb difference to Russia. She lias still in reserve one
last resource, the miost efficacious of ail. This is to propose a direct partition
of Afghanistan--Russia taking 1-erat, with the northwest Pro-;inces, England
Kandahar and Cabul, w'ith those of the south-and. in the event of a refusai,
to proclaim as Ameer hier protegé, Abd-uil-Rahman Khan, wvho, naturally able

THE SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN. and energetic, thoroughly Russian in ail his sympathies, and unbouindedly
popular with the Heratis and other northern clans, would be a far more dan-

The recent turn of events in Afghanistan aptly realizes the saying of an gerous enemy to England than bis feeble and vacillatîng cousin, Ayoob.
Anglo-Indian sportsman :"I Tiger-hunting's ail very xvell wvhile you're hunting
the tiger, but when the tiger takes to hunting yoii, it's quite another tbing.",
For the thousandlth time, the European hias persisted in treating the Asiatic BANKING REFORMS.
upon European principles, and with the usuial result. The invaders might, e In any discussion on this subject we may assume, as demonstrated, theperhaps, have been less jubilant over the Ilfriendly spirit I of the border chiefs,' proposition that no government cati, in a crisis of the national life, utilize itscould they have beard the advice given to a deputation of the latter in October credit to the full extent without a safe and stable systemn of currency and1877, by the late Ameer, Shere Ali: IlYou should remain outwardly on good banking, and that no community can hope for permanent commercial prosperityterms with the English, and get as much money from thern as you can, but be whose entire banking systemn does flot retain the fîîll confidence of the public.sure not to ]et thein become acquainted with your mnoun tain retreats. Manage Leaving to, specialists the question of currency, I will endeavour to ouitlineto get back the hostages that you have given, and bind vourselves only on in a future paper some few reforms that would, in my judgment, tend to give apersonal responsibility." These couinsels have been as aptly followed as wvhen feeling of security, and convince the public that our Canadian baniks were morethey were given by Akbar Khan inl 1841 ; and now, as then, the men who were likely than heretofore to bc able to mecet their liabilities.the first to faivn uipon the British wvhile successful are the first to turn tipon One has only to look over the list of defalcations, misleading reports andthemn vhen defeated. Indeed, the two campaigns are sirikingly paraliel iii failures ivhich have carried dire distress into hundreds of humble homes, to bemany points. The massacre of the British envoys, the swift and victorious convinced that our present sysîein is iamientably insufficient to provide a checkadvance of the invading army, the ominouisly ready submission of the native pnicmentadisos eadth texsiglw rellietdchiefs, the suidden appearance of the enemny in overwhelming force, and the and were imposcd upon the public in a state of cruidity unwarrantable under ahurried retreat of the British, figure prominently in both. It lies with the representative governiment and a free press.courage and skill of the disciplined troops to decide whether the parallel shah nsrkn otatU iewyi hc aifreombnigrfrs
b c mp te by a s c e fu de e c liethat of Jel la ad or a as acr , ik and other w eighty m atters affecting the very m arrow of our com m ercial life are

thatof Krd-Kbul.hurried troughi our îarliaments by strong party majorities, is tIe course sug-
'lhle position is onlînous enough. There is a sinister likeness betwcen gested by the Lieut-Governor of Bengal îvith regard to amending the Bengalrecent experience and the unlucky record of events at Cabul forty yeari ago, Rent Lawvs, and approved by the Secretary of State as meeting the demands ofbut there are certain circumstances whsch. appear to tell in favour of the modemn liberal ideas wvhen radical changes in the lasv become of imperative

beleaguiered forces. General Roberts has proved himself a splendid soldier. deniand.
He bias lîad large experience, and bas thus far in Afghîanistan been fouind equal Sir Ashley Eden is a Bengal civilian, steeped froîn bis youth upwards in
to every emergency. He is sustained by able and experienced officers. and thie traditions of the inost despotic bureaucracy under the Sui), yet lie bias abis soldiers are seasoned troops. 'llie main body at Cabul holds a stroîîg more acute perception of Englisli liberal sentiments than our law makers wbo
position, bas fair accommodation, a large supply of fuel, and food for five arc in frequent personai contact witl it.
montlîs. Some of the smaller divisions are probably as %veil situated, and, Let advocates of banking reforms make Ila special conmmission " their cry,
if reduced to, act for a considerable tinie merely on the defensîve, niost if not and then, like the changes in the Bengal relit laws and English relit laws, our
aIl of them may be able to boid out. changes will ernbody tic best t1hdghts of the best mnen in the community, and

0f course it is an advantage for the Anglo-Indian armny tlîat its base of flot simply furnish niatter for sel f-congratulation in an after-dinner speech that
supply is but a short distance fromn the Indian side of the Khyber Pass, and so niany pages have been added to the Statute Book,
that tbis base bias railîvay comrmunication -vith the great Indian amsenais aîîd 1 ask attention to the following extract frôm the communications of the
milîtary depots. It îvould seem, therefore, wonderfuh if the Govemnment of Indian Press Comnîissioner, found in the Allahabad 'Pioneer )lfail of the 8thi
India should prove unable to get such reinforcements through, the passes as November, and will, in an early paper, submit, with much diffidence, some few
may be needed. suggestions for the consideration of those more competent to deal ii the

Then, the Afghan army, suddenly gathered, and unprovided with large subject in detail :
stores of food, must find it difficult to maintain its numerical superiority for 1,Writing on th~e proposed alterations in the law relating to rent in Bengal, and the

wan ofsuc stres Bu sosoo asit egis U sctte, i ~vll ay tsef ~ correspondence between tbe Government of India and tiie Government of t3 engal on thewa o erscrhin eea. t o na thecnsdrtost mut bel laddied oen subject, the Secs etary of State expresses bis en ,tire approval of the proposai of the Lieut.-ftlierhp oneshatg theft ueroiyo thee ngleonia my in adeuipme Governor, acceded t0 by the Government of India, to appoint a special commission for theand lr o etadershipme vepriry dcied anlndia ta n the nuerialodd investigation of the whole question, wbose dues will Le to prepare an analysis and digest oftraining, an edrhpms c eydcdL n ht h ueia dste existing Iaw reiating t0 rent, to consider the varions suggestions for the amendment ofagainst it is not greater than bias offert, by such an army, been successfülly that Iaw which have been put forward osf late years ; and, finally, to prepare a draft bill,
braved. embodying the views they may themselves arrive at frorn the examination of the whole

It thus appears that, whîlst the cause for anxiety is great, the probability, subject thus exhaustively made. The Secretary of State aiso considers expedient and
that with more or ]ess loss the Anglo-Indian army in Afghanistan will corne off approves of the proposai of the Lieutenant-Governor t0 invite the criticism of the High Court
in the end victorious, is greater. of the judicîal and executive officers of his provinces and of the public generally upon the

Late accounts say that a relieving force of io,oo0 men is being organized Bill before ils final introduction mbt the Legisiative Council." Angts-Indian.


