
THE BUSINESS 0F ARCHITECTURE. --- As a Profession It is
Misunderstood. -- -As a Business It Begets Contempt. ---Controlling
Circumstances Are Created by Architeets Themselves. -- -Less Com-
mercialism and More Professionalism Required. By F. W. FITZPATRICK

STRANGE it is, indeed, how lowly a place the grand-
Sest. the inotlier of ail arts. biolds in public esteeni,

and lîow blessed littie is knownl about it ht- even
the better class of the niasses. Wb.little children to-
lay prattle learuiedly about liierature and its shilling

lighits. l'li average'nian is surprisinigly welI read upon
iliost subjects. 1-l wvill cuttertain t-ou wvith detailed ac-
counts of the deeds of ancient and modern beroes. even
-, '. Spartani and the Gail. lie knotvs ail about the

great discoverers enid historians; lie does flot balk over-
iiiuclî at the naies of faions painters. musicians. as-
trononiers aud travellers. \Vanderfullv erudite is lie, our
average ili.

But unlost %tvomîd(erfuillv ignorant is lie of the naines of
[lie mnu wlio have contributed nost to bis anîd bis an-
cestars* conifort. educatiai. refinenîciit-ves. lus ver>'
civilizatiaui-the architects.

A beautiltill pociîî altvays rccalls the nauie of its au-
uhor. a iiîasterlt- oration. a grand literarv ,tlccess is neyer
referred la tvitbolut inlentiouîing lîimîî wilo gave Lt to lis;
g1reat battie., glorify the cauîteuîdiug generals. scant value
iattiched ta a painting tinsigned or unattributeti ta a

msebut Wve sce. tve admire. wve read of and think
about aîîd live in aur great buildings. the beautiftil --truc-
tures of auitiquitv atido ai ar oWuni tes. and never Ivaste a
uliglît about ttheir designers. the nmen Wvho creareti thent
and< placed tlii as the nîaost conspictians and unerring
milestones iu the progress af aur civilization.

fI?SIG.VEIS LJSJEGA RDED AY4D [,.VKN,\OT VN.
People go- inte cestasics about the Parîlienon. The

verv vs uiI tell voit. perbapq. that PhiLdias designed
it : timat is. i f auiv sboîild deignl ta ask tvose wvork it is:,
but uhat shows lio% liîte Lt knoxvu about il. Phidias did
but the sculptural wvark. tlîe cmbellisbnîient. Ictinus wvas
the arcliitect. Nat ane out af a lindred tousanti af van
kno,. il. eithier.

HOtv nian i onoi knaov tuat the Coliseulîn at Rome
uvas designed hy Rabirtus aiîd canipleted bv 'Mustins?

Michael Amigcla Buonarroti did manage ta g-et liuui-
self lianded dowvi ta pasteritt-. the ane tunan ai theni al
wvlo tvas sat-ed front clarkest oblivion. 1 wancler how he
imlanaged La. I believe that about anc persan.ont of ever>'
tiveitx- thoausand tvbo vîsit St. Peter's at Rame learns that
lie hiad qomethiigý ta do wti its decsign. But thien. Ihis
c)sl* ilaof Knaî0vledge is caniitcrbalanced by tlîe suprenle
ilndifference-cncerning architects-wvith tvbich we it

au eally iuipasimg donicd structure. the inaguificent
capital at Waslîingtou. \Ve praise its, splendid outlines
andi step re%-rmîtît- tbrouigl its sacred halls, but flot one
ont af tva litundred tliousand w-li visît Lt give a snap of
the finger for the nmen front w-hase brains Lt sprang. WVho
cares a rap about Hiallet. or H-adfield. or Hoban. or Lat-
rabe. or Walter?

For aur indifference ta the*genius ai past generatians
aur text-baoks, scbioais and histories arc ta blanie. It
lias becomne tlîe fashion witli those guides ta public opini-
ion ta ignare aur profession, w-bile thev rapturausiv cx-
toI the wamriars. the paets. the t.ravellers. the mank's of
aid.

As a unatter ai fact. I ani nat quite sure whethem it is
tlîat ilbat public ilidifference lias influenced thase authari-
tics ta thus nleglect the practiianers of tbe fincst ai fine
arts. or tbat tbose authomities are meallv ta hlanie priniar-
ily' for that state of puiblic opinion. "Perbaps the fauît
ma%- lie tib thme arcbitects tliemselves.
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Teui, too. familiaritv certainlv does breed cantempt,
van kuow. :\chieveuiients iii other hunes are miore noa-
tice(l. talked about, becauise less is seen of thein and their
acttial accaniplisliments. the nmode oi lîroceduire. A great
bridge is finishiedi. t is sanîething people do nito sce every
<Layv its eno-Lucer is feasteti and diuied and glc.rificd. Yan
sec bis picture in tlîe paliers, niuch is made aver him.
A new apera is plaved. the composer is loudl>' calleti for,
bouquets and speechies are thrown at himi; lie, too, is, a
great tuai, if anlv for a dav. But do voit ever hear oi
ativ- fss being nmade at-er an architect?ý

A great building is completeti: WC are accustomed ta
great buildings. be it ever so grand. however splendid an
acbicvenient of engineering skîll andI artîstic perfection;
the anlv thing voit vill liena- about is a loi ai grunibling
because it w-as umat fiuiislied in thirty davs instcad ai the
vear Lt didti ake ta build i t. ix is accupiet Lu unseeml>'
haste. tvbile men are stilI wvark-ing in it: evervthing is
tunibled inua Lt in uindigiiified confusion - there niay be an
apening banumet git-en ta the directars ai tbe institution,
Wholi iill pit ecdi ather on tbe back and swcll tip iii
rigliteauis pride avt-cheiir great acconiplishuiint: a poar
*'lalf-toii* ai the building. tvîth aIl the naines and pedi-
grees ai tbe afaresaiti directars. wilîl appear Lin the next
marning .s papers. But vhio is the architect? WVbo de-
signedthe building. guided its infant steps. as Lt aveme,
foresatv aIl the (lifflwulties iliat xvuild beset Lt. andi finallv
counpletet Lt. ready for that apening banquiet? WhIo
knows. and. furtherunare, wvîo cares a continental?

I hiave seen ai late il article or ivo iii sanie maga-
zine or other tbroviug wordy- bouquets at the profession.
descmibing in glawiuig ternis ube eiarunous ices tve get.
anti the wondmous tliings we do. Tlicse articles w-cre
great surprises ta tue, for tlic actualiv indicaued sanie
public interest in lis-ar tlîe etitrs ivouît iat have pub-
lislîed flbcm. But tlîat sort ai tbing is oui the ntilk-and-
water order. Ma\Ire lîeroic treatitient is necessary if %vc
reallv desime ta, attaîît the place in public estecîti titat the
acconiplisimemits af saute of aur nuînber w-otld seexît ta
euîtitie tlîe profession ta.

LA-CKS DIGXITY 0F OTHE)? PROFESSIONS.
Wec siiouît mank w-ith tue law-vers. -Elle doctors. the

miinisters. Tîtat wve do not is. 1 think-. emtirely aur 0w-n
iauît. WVe hav-e clîeapemîed ourselu-es aîîd brouiglit tlîe
wbole profession down ta a low level ai consideration
inteed.

Let us- glance at tlîings as tbey really are.
Few tactors go about solicitiîîg practice. Von cal

tîmase tu-li do chiarlatanis. A laîvver w-ho wvould beg you ta
give hllm a case, or offer ta prepare briefs îuntil valt
found anc ta please a-ou. vou wouit put town as a sntaîl
frv-a pettifogger ai the' iowcst type. Xow, ave solicit
business actuallv. or. at ieast. indirectlv. hy aur everlast-
mng willingness-tbe best ai uis. to-to compete for Lt.

0f course. iliere are those aîîtang lis who are tigni-
lied. w-bo hav-e mîade enougb ai a iîaiîîc ta insurc saine
people caming ta ulîem direct anywav. or w-li ave niar-
ried w-cil aîîd cultivatet their bmotliers-în-aw and
other relatives so assiduouslv tlîat ibev have an assured
practice: a-ct these. also. itcb ta, get into canîpetician oc-
casionalla-. The others w-ili sit about a niiait's toorstep
w-hom thev suspect ai eveu drcaming af buildinig a liause.
and uliet avili pleati and beg for thiat coîimisson-, they
will turu the w-bale broatiside of frientis and pahitics and

- other "pulls" upan a cammittee in charge ai a church or


