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THE GREAT LABOR QUESTION.

It is o noticeable fact in the last annual
Messages of the Governors of Massachusetts
and Maine, that these officers concur in and
announce the opinion that the problem. of
labor, in its relation to capital,is the great
question of the day. To.quote the language
of the Governor of Massachusetts : * This is
a question which cannot be much longer post-
poned.”

The same opinion prevails among the great
thinkors of Europe. Socialism—though the
fact is denied by their Government érgans—
has burst out afresh, and in blood, in Russia.
It is murmuring 1n Germany. And it barns,
inits ashes, in Wales. The frenzy of Com.
‘munists, the threatening aspect of the Inter-

. mationale, are not the offspring of any sympa-

thy which the masses have with disorder, or
with agrarian notions. ‘The excesses of or-
gonized labor, when it assumes an offensive
shape, are only so many acis of self-defence
against tho oppressions and invasions of heart-
less and constantly encroaching privilege and
capitnl' Driven to despair becausoe statesmen
and ‘philantheopists and capitalists seem to
neglect anid fory:t them, the sonsof toil accept
such dangerous leadership as the Jack Cadcs
of the bour offer—lunatics and demagogues,
who are fitter for insane asylums and prisons
than for such a solemn trust as are the inter-
ests of labor, '

The timo has come whon the war between
labor and capital cannot be safely waged much
longer. Capital must be warned in time!
Honest labor does not maliciously eavy the

* granite palace nor the gilded equipage. Hon-

est labor is patient, but not patient unto
death. It demauds work ; fair wages; and a
just chance to carn its sharc of the soil ; and
square recognition by the (Government—and
with this it will be content.

Look (among the great number of the like
which occurred last year) at the Welsh strike
of 1872 for a moment, and observe how, from
one single convulsion, the greatest interests
were imperilled. Ten thousand coal miners
were rcduced in their zcanty wages ten per
cent., and ‘“struck.” By this means 41,000
iron-workers were thrown out of employ for
want of coal to carry on their business. Sym-
pathetic industries became i'olved, until—
from this one cause alone—-the aggregate of
unemployed reached 70,000 men and boys.
The result, in its last stage, of this struggle,
was the spread of the ghastly famine fever,
and drunkenucess and crime, in a district where
health and temperance and content had before
prevailed, .

While industry’ was thus suffering, and
hoarding up the seeds of hate for transmission
to its posterity against capital, capital locked
up its coffers and ealmly waited for necessity
to reduce these helpless creatures to its terms.
In the single case, that of the Dowlais
Works—over one million pounds sterling were
left unemployed by the masters! What the
meek sufferers did was-—simply to suffer !
They committed no trespasses; no outbreaks
accurred. They associated in *‘Trade Unions;”
they held ‘“conferences” with the masters.
They licard these wasters say: © We must
make cheap railroad ivon, and, therefore,
your wages must come down!”  Aud, finally,
when the woli stared in at every door of these’
unfortunates, they sullenly succumbed, and,
who doubts it, with hatred in their heats,
and sceret vows of vengeance against their
tyrants. Tor, even while we write, the tele.
graph informs us that these Welsh strikes:
have just burst ount afresh.

Resting on this Voleano of Hate, which is
ready at any moment to helch forth ruin and
destruction to sodicty and to all the hoawrded
gains of scliishness, evin despotic Europo is
not safe. ‘There, where monarchs and nobles
mle, and where privilege is respected, the so-
called powerful classes begin to feel their
wealkness in the fast-coming crisis of the con-
flict between Jabor and capital. ‘Yo make
cheap ‘railroad iren-for the benefit of rings
and speentators, while the producers arc torn
by the pangs of want, to sce these lords of
avistoeracy fairly riding over their- abased
necks, is not a rpectacle likely to cement lahor
in tho bond which alone can hold the depend-
ent links of the social chain unbroken—the
bond of frateraity and fellowshirn: which binds
mutual interests and inspires mutual hopes
among zll dexrees of wen. The thinkers of
Europe recognize the fact, and appeal to the
power of wealth nud birth to tremblo at these
underground pulsations, and to be warned be-
fore the eayzhquake overinke Sirom,

d why should thege not be in fear from
this czuse ? s not history full of warnings,
which repzat ‘the lesson tanght by the Llind
Samson ? This gencration cannot surely hope
that the dnom of the oppressor, if it be pro-
voked, will be reversed for them ! )

If this oppression and neglect of labor in
Europe bo & dauger in society, how mmfh
more dangerous is such a condition with us in
America. Qur politieal institutions rest for
their security on the proposition that Tabor
must govern if wo would preserve our free-
dom. Our vitality: does not lie in the
ripe rottenncss of bloated capital. Onr'veins
aro fed by’ the blood of toil, and' our liberty
depends on the constant a.gitations'of the
‘ballot, which inspive tho laborer.\w.th the
spirit born of tho sonse of his dignity as a
yuler. Take away from us this one cheek on
privilege and monopoly, and we instantly
lapse ino anarohy aud faction. In l'mch case,
i wo survive, it must be as adespotism.

The American laborer will not long potiently

oapital creating au impassable gulf ‘between
him and the rights and recognition which are
sccurcd other men. Monopoliea cannot long,
with safety—incrense the price of breadstuffs
by orael freights on cereals, and combine to
put up the price of fucl when it ismost needed.
Politicians cannot much longer—with safety—
demsgogno it periodically with labor ; refuse

used. Congress cannot much longer —with
impunity—discriminate against labor in its
subsidies and other legislation.

to betray -to cepital those
them.

asked legislative aid.

the expense ‘of competition and equal rights,
And the observer sees the same dangerous fac-

assemblages. "Tho railroad is becoming the
and over-mastering the Government itself,
shutting its ears against the crics of patriot-
ism, deaf in its selfishness, blind in its folly,

speedily fall into the gripe of such corrupt
manngers as those who made up the Credit
Mobilier. We are rushing.too recklessly in
this direction. We must stop, or encounter a
collision which may be fatal toevery cherished
American interest. Of what avail are the
rich cargo and the portly vessel, if the ship in
which our all is embarked is being scuttled
while we go blindly on, by the hands of des-
perate men ? )
The remedy for this increasing wrong is
simply to reverse-our course.- Instead of fight-
ing each other, Capital should study the labor
problem in sympathy with labor. The em.
ployer should think more of the sensibilitica
of his hands than he does of those of his
petted horses.  Capital should combins not to
lower, but in all possible ways to elevate
labor. Such a combination of hearts and
minds would soon result in the most respectful
recognition of Jabor in all its schemes. Capi-
tal would see its interests cheerfully promoted.
And in this way our legislators would be com-
pelled to remember that our foundation as a
nation rests on the children of toil.
Already mirmurs are heard against 4 certain
olass of immigration. The Chinese, jor illus-
tration, must be diverted to tropical climates.
Broad as are our domains, the speculator has
grasped so mnch of them that competition for
soil is hecoming dusperate among immigrant
cultivators. We must diseriminate in favor of
our own race, and an outlet must be provided
by capital, in the tropical portions of America,
for the support of immigrant Oriental labor,

regions.

of the locomotive when the bell tings!” Do
not despise this labor problem. Do not leave
labor in its despair to its own wild counscls.
Dare not to scoff at it.  Champion its just de-
mands hounestly.  Men of pasition, mind, and
education, let not its standard-hearers ho the
knaves and madmen of the Commune. Let us
gee these advocates for justice in all the halls
of legislation,. and everywhere amrng our
large cmployers, Thisdpne, and a new sun
will rise over the children of toil, whose influ-
ence, like the dews of heaven, shall refresh
Iabor and ‘capital alike.—ZFrank Leslic.
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KIRCHER’S REMARKABLE OBSERVA-
TIONS CONCERNING THE SUX.

o, mindy in facs, il tho astronomers from the
middle ages down to the end of the last cen-
tury, had 2 much more correct idea of the n-
ture of the sun than was the case with Wil-
liam Herschel and his followers, who, in order
to keep step with the current of public opinion
of their time (which favored a plurality of in-
hebited worlds), tried to prove not only the
plancts-but even the sun inhabitable, at avy
cost, even at the expense of common sense,

phorescent cool atmosphcre, which, from -its
under surface, gave ouly suflicient light and
comfortable heut to the inbabitants on the so-
Iar surface, but from its upper surface pro-
jected radiations which, at a distance of over
92,000,000 miles, could develop, with the Lelp
of our atmosphere, the burning heat of our
tropical zones. Notwithstanding that tue
jdea was absurd in the extreme, and without
any foundation on analagous facts positively
known about the properties of matter and of
heat, it was accepted on the anthority of tho

older Herschel, who (when we render him im-

. The great English philosopher, Isaac New-

gress sinee the war, cannot shut his eves to :sun., ! . .
the fact that the tendency of our legislation | Which the author is on tho side of the
has beenr to favor monopoly and privilego at ,truth, and he c¢ven anticipates the modern

chief despot. It is absorbing our public lands |

'lnbmit- to witnees either the Government or 'partial j'u;s'tice) muet be ‘considered as ouly a

succesaful telescope maker, and & very poor
‘philosopher.  This absurd dootrine about the
nature of the sun is; even now-a-days, not ex-
"punged from our school .books on astronomy,
many of which still contsin the following sen-
itence; *The sun is a dark body surronnded
" by & luminous atmosphere,” o
Thanks to the revelations of the spectro-

it-wholly such representationas capital aceures, | scops, wo know now that Tsaac Newton was
in a common Government ; postpone its de- | perfectly right when ho eatimated the tem-
mands by windy promises of legislative re- | perature of the solar body to be many thous.
forms when votes aro necded, and then, when : ands of dogrees.
secure in power, offor stones instead of bread |according to his statements, we, with our
to those whom they bave thus deluded and | most intense fives, cannot form any adequate

It is, in fact, so high that,

conception of the same.
As a proof of the correctuess of our asser-

Nor can the ! tion as to the opinions in regard to the na-
leaders in Labor Reforin be much longerbribed . ture of the sun during the century preceding
who confide in

Newton, we refer to a work, written in
Latin by Father A. Kircher, and published in

. Our fathers promptly recognized the theory | Amsterdam, Holland, where.a translation of
which we here advance. These great men— | this book into the Dutch language appeared
the last of these champions was Henry Clay— | in 1682, Tt consists of two folio volumes, anc
clearly eaw how distinctive ‘from all other la- i is illustrated by many woodcuta and engrav-
bor American labor must be, if we would in- iinga on copperplate.
sure perpetuity to our form of government. t works of that time were, a curious mixture of
And go they really honored labor and legislated ' truth and untruth, filling the reader, in suc-
to help it. They claimed for labor a fair ;cessio'n, with admiration at the patience and
tariff on enterprise and wealth, when these ; Sound judgment of the author, and then with

‘The- work is, as all

i surprise at his credulity in recording evident

He who surveys the conduct of our Con. ! €TTors as positive facts. The article on the

3 one of the remarkable instauces in

;idens resulting from discoveries of two' cen-
{ turies later. We can only give an abbreviated

in the legislation of our States. Labor has no 3trans]n.‘t ion as, like all oid wﬁtillgs, it is too
honest, brave voice- to protect it in -these “long-winded for readers of the 19:h century,

| He says, in substance :

“The great and good Architect cf the uni-
j verse, hasgiven us an image of His Divinity
in a body which causos all life, motion and
being, the sun, which (as the soul or mind of

insane in’its greed, defiant in its assumptions. | the upiverse) is, in ﬂ“? material world, the
Government infected with the contagion, !visible represcutative of the invisible God ; by
thinks of nothing but immense jobs, whigh | it He created light and order out of the chaos,

:and revealed to man the majesty of the in-
visible power to which he owes his very exist-
ence. K =

¢ Notwithstanding that we see the sun
daily, we must be amazed at its beauty, and
notwithstanding that it is given to no man to
obtain a correct knowledge of its nature, the
question arises : What does that glowing sub-
stance cousist of? To this I answer that the
sun is a fiery body comlenseid from a heavenly
vapor, out of which heat and light flow off to
all things, as out of an inexhaustible fountain
of fire ; which heat and light, combined with
the sceds of the earth, produce the wonderful
variety of things which we daily see here he-
low, The sun, then, is « sphere, rough and,

matter, which would appear incredible, if it
had not Leen proved by the --ery excellent
magnifying spy-glasses, invented for the in.

ed to the hole in a Dblind in a dark room, and
turned toward the sun, an image of the same
may be thrown on a white sheet; it will be
seen that the surface of the sun is uneven, has
shadows and lights, and is rough like the waves
of an ocean, and that it varies and is not to-
day as it was yesterday. All of which has
been desceribed by the celebrated Scheinerns,
Soumetimes also large spots, some of them
‘dark, and some light, are seen, which last
several days, sometimes disappear and reap-
pear again after some days: thesc spots are
especially seen at certain positions of the stars.
All who have .cver scen the large crueibles

so much needed in those vast and prolifie Ifor the melting of metals, and noticed the sur-

face of the white hot metal and the motions

To use a well-known admeonition : ¢ Beware ; on ity surface, can form a better idea of the

tappearance of the surface of the sun. whence

For that purpose Herschel invented the phos. :

¢ sometimes smoke arises, 251 have seen myseli |

in Ronte with Scheinerus, on the th of April,
1625, wherefore T have judged it appropuiate
to add here & pictnre of what 1 saw,  That
thess lmages of shadows and facale belong to
the solar swrface, ix evidert from common
reason.  We mnst then eonclude that the
sun i3 a heterogencous ilery region, where
changing spots, smoke and rebale arvise Trom
the surface, now bolling np, then amin disa)p-
pearing, as in a fiery ocean agitated by con.
stant wotions and drift enrrents. Al those
who will further fnvestigate these wanders of
the sun will. without doubt, easily nnderstand
the origin of thecomets. . . In arder
that the sun shoull botter giveits wonderful
power to the other heavenly bodics, tue Ar-

chitect of Natore made .ib tnen avonnd an jis;

axis, as recently demonstrated 1o the as.
tronomers ; while the earth i« provided with a
vapor region made from the evaporations irom
our earth, the vising of which moderates "tlhic
too great heat of tho snp, s0 as to give uz a

moderate amount.”—Scicntific Anerican.

EDUCATED EYES.

Very few people, even though entirely nn-
educated, can look upon afine antigue statue
without bemg impres el by it.  'Take, for in-
st:fncc, the classic Apollo, ar he stands in the
haughty and magnificent strength of young
manhood, havinyg just seut the dealing arrow
into the heart of his victim—who can gaze
upon this figure unmoved? For not only are
the beautiful, symmetrical proportions of a
perfect human form presented, but thereisa
significance, & meaning in the attitude and
expression whigh is . apparent to the most
carcless abserver. )

8o forcibly andj clearly does [this statue re-
r ]

wuneven, consisting partially of liquid and solid ;

spection of the stars. If sucha glass is attach-

veal itself to the sense of:.right; that a strong
and lasting impression is produced on the
mind ; and in proportion. as-the pereon be.
holding it is able to perceive and, appreciate
its beauty and merit, just in such proportion
has his tast becomo cultivatod and refined.
For the emotious have been aroused, the im-
agination awakened by the contemplation of
this hero, 50 superbly free and dauntless ; our
‘sympathies are given to him and his cause,
and when we turn away and seck to be our-
selves again, we find that it is not possible, at
least for » time, to descend to our former
level—we have been uplifted to a more refined
atmosphere, and prefer to remain there. -

It is chiefly because the Belvidere Appollo,
with other renowned statues, is fixed forever
in one significant and impressive attitude and
expression that uneducated eyes can perceive
its beauty. The same eyes look upon, with-
out seeing, the loveliness of earth and air, of
water and fire, those elements which are con-
stantly forming for us the most beautiful pic-
tures and forms, ever new, never tiring.
How much they lose, those dark, half-blinded
cyes. Iace their owners rush through the
crowded streets, hastening to daily toil in the
morning, to daily rest in the .evening, seeing
nothiug but the grim pavements, or the faces
of other moles like themselves; while over-
head the fleecy clouds go by, veining and
softening the azure dome, and in the far east-
ward the morning sun grows like a princeless
ruby of the Orient, or in the far westward
lights half the heavens with scarlet and gold,
and softly fades to rose and amber, and gently
dies away into a pale purple flush before the
rising moon. '

To those who are able to see, life is never
wearisome, scldom sad. To them all nature
‘speaks of beauty, of hope, of life. It is for
them the glorious sun is ‘shining, and dew-
drops glitter in his rays; yes, even in the
crowded city a little match of grass or climb-
ing vine will make a picture for their eyes—a
pictare where light and shadow and reflected
lights—chiaroscuro and points of - brilliancy—
are not wanting ; where even bizarre and in-
congruous architecture i3 softened and mel-
lowed by the misty atmosphere into a stately
picturesqueness, while the thronging, moving
human foris constantly appeal to the imagi-
nation and the heart. '

Such a one—the owner of the educated
eyes-—on a journey, is like & ¢hiid; all things
are new, all beautiful. Shut him into a
crowded ship’s cabin during a storm, and
while others ave fretting miserably he will
spend a pleasant hour in admiring the deli-
cate complexion of a girl, whose rounded
cheek displays the rose and the lily blended,
that the old pnets were 8o fonud of describing ;
or the silken tresscs, like spun gold, or like
the glussy raven's wing, of some fair lady.
j Put hita on deck in i same storm, and the
terrible sublimity of air and ocean will fill his
spirit Wwith wifspeakable emotion. He wan-
ders over a desolate monrland where another
would fecl solitary indeed, and rejoices in the
soft, broad sketches of color and infinite éx-
panse that the purple heather below and the
cool, hazy sky above present to him, A
lichen-covered boulder by the roadside fur-
nishes to him both a resting place and a pie-
tare, while the delicate ferns spreading in its
shadow are but added objects of beauty and
pleasure. :

Others value a gem tor the amount of money
it represents, he for jts intrinsic beauty ; for
the clear traunslucency of the dinmond, the
Hawless, pure opacity of the pearl, the lovely
color of the emarall, the rahy, the aiethyst.
It is worth while to be a besutiful wowman
when o man of edueated eyes is near—to be a
inagnificent man whea 2 womian's educated
eyes obscrve—they can .only s:e and appre-
clate true beanty ; they only are not deceived
by the superficial and false.

Aud it is not merely objective' beauty that

i makes an impression upon these gilted ones,

i these observers; hours of reflection comne
' when heautiful things once seen wmust be re-
| erlled by memory. Then the mind formns a
f picture and dwetl upon it till a train of thought
!is avoused ; the relations of attiactiveness to
El.fe, to bappiness, to progress, are curefuily
i roasoned out and true ideal or subjective
; beauty is perceived,

' He wha educates his eyes elcvates himgelt
i constantly : he alds world upon world to that
:sphere in which he was originally born. . He
i soes and kuows the life of every created thing.
Sqhe animale, to. him, are not mere brute
, hub o strauge and wenlerful race of
Cereattons wilel, dudeed, caanot speak like
Fitan, »ut wao pussess domestic and social af-
| feettons, ana are capable of ewotions of edu-

F ey

, cation aod progression,
U Awd dor bim tue tlowers Lloom, the lovely
plrwers wita their often exquisite aroma, their
grace amd iragiiity. U@ what use, indeed, are
thueo beautiful biossoms but to arouse pleas-
iuml)ic amd thercfore elevating sentiments in
" ghe suind of 4 abserver 7% Su to him the veg-
s etabie wortd is closely connected with tiic hu-
imu:a ; almost ue can believe when examining
Pl dife v citain trees and piants that they
also are seuticat, thev alse -have some con-
sciousuess of existence, He who has won-
J dered uver tie sensitive plant, shrinkivg even
Defare it iz touched, can comprehend the
wyti of the mandfake that shricks alond,
o Dia ! de ! wihen it i8° torn from  1ts mother
carth., 'Ihat which to others is but an absurd
fable, to him is the key which unlocks the
archives of an unknowu world and permits
his all-observing eyes and questioning, pene-

-othér branches of labor.

trating mind to study the hidden lore of
nature. ) )

Not only do men and women of educated -
oyes add world upon world to the one spheré
that contents the unobserving, but by interest- -
ing themselves in the mode of life, the duties -
and enjoyments of all living creatures, they.
fully use every moment of existence.and mul-
tiply a thousand fold thatlittle span of seventy
years which. the mutitude find too long.

LONDON TRADES.

_ There is one quiet trade in the Metropolis
earning high wages and on a large scale, that
the public little notice, i.e., the coachmakers,
and I believe it has as many branches, if nok
more, than the manufacturing of o pin. At
this soason of the year the whole of the bran-
ches are very busy, and I learn that already,
the trade gives indication of an unusual brisk-
ness, and forcign orders particnlarly for the
East Indies and our colonies, are coming in
fast. This augmentation of trade rebounds
into the harness trades, for where a carriage
is ‘“set up,” or a new one ordered, a new set
of harness is bound to accompany it, and none
but those who have paid a harncssmaker’s
bill can comprehend the wages profit of a suit
for ¢ four-in‘hand,” ¢“a pair,” or a ‘‘ brough-
am.” -

From leather to Caxton !—and here typos
and machinists have experienced a sudden
rise no one can account for. In the early part
of February, * Ben Johnson,” and other hos-
tels of that family about Fleet street, were
full-handed, and all a printer had to do if he
wére pushed was to send up.to these trade
houses of call ; but lo! all at once, and with-
out any apparent canse, ncither typos nor
machinists are to be found anywhere, from
Farringdon street to Chaucery Lane. I would
take an affidavit the tribe have not become
*“Good Templars !” The late strike in Edin-
burgh, has withdrawn, I know, many non-
society printera from London, but the number
is not sufficient to account for the great call
for hands in the Metropolis, and wo must set
the reason down to a flourishing state of the
trade, and which augurs well for the year.

The tan-pits and the whole of the Bermond-
sey leather trades, are very active; and were
it not for the immense importe of foreign, but’
badly tanned leathers, our English leather
would be worth its weight in goll ; and it may
not be foreign to the subject to observeé that
not many years since there was a heavy excise
tax on our tan-pits, and Parliament removed
this impost in orders that leather for boots
should be cheapened. I have some remem-
brance of the leather merchants being the
most noisy promoters of this benevolent trade
trapsaction, and I can appreciate their efforts
by having to pay 100 per cent. more for my
boots and leather to repair them now than I
did before the leather tn.x was repealed.” An
old flesh-killer I know informs me that he
gets bat a little more for his hides at Leaden-
hall than he did in the time of the tax. 'This
brings us to the wages question and the price
of labor. Well, here I find that wages always
ruled high throughout the trade, and except
the japanners, there Las been but little in-
crease ; and this being so—to. speak of a-
trade—there’s nothing like leather.

I next avrive at leather manufactured, and, .
upon this impartaut emporinm of labor I have
to report some particulars that I glean from a
uscful and aceredited trade orenn,St. Crispin.
The Amalgamated Seciety of Sbocmakers have
given the masters notice of their intention to
cease work on April 7th next unless the follow-
ing conditions arc acceded : an advance of
wages to range from 3d. to 1s. 3. per pair,
and a further rise up to 3d. cxtra on work
done at the worlman’s home. Added to this,
the masters sre to find hemp, flax, wax, paste,
hairs, awls, candle-light, tacks, &ec. Alto-
gether, I am informed, this increase will not .
be far short of 25 per cent, It is not my pro-
vinee to observe upon this somewhat alarming |
addition to the price of boots, hut I may here
remark that this advance refers more 1o the
interests of the light than the hard wearers;:
and wonld it but halt here the laboring closses
wonld not feel the ““shoe pineh,” It sooccurs,
however, St. Crispinis on to stroryg, toots, rnd
the men are going ““to demand a rise in spring ;
and their tactics will Le to strike all the shops,
that sugcessfully held out on the Jast oceasion.”
I am not yet informed of the increase of this
brauch of the bootmakirg, but frcm svme trade
ominous lines, it will tcll very eseverdly on
An ¢xtra levy on the
trades unionirts of 8¢, Crispin, of 6. per week, -
is already levied, to meet the contingency of o
struggle between the masters and men ; but. .
unless the wearers of shoes will accommodate
the masters by gning barefooted, Jabor will be o
trinmphant and five shillings in the pound will
be added to our clothiung,

The condition of the remainder of our chiet
trades I must summarizo for sake of space.

The following are well on for work :—Engi-
neers, ironworkers, steam boilermakers, cab-
ixlcfmakel‘s, carvers aud gilders, printers, .
bookbinders, plumbers, glass-makers, asphals
ters, hatters and shipbuilders: whilst those™ -
somewhat languid are silversmiths, ongravers
and goldsmiths, S

Hope is the ruddy morning ray of ’]'ng T
recollection ix its goldeén tinge ; but the latter =
is wont to sink ’mid tho dews and dusky-
shades of twilight, and the bricht blue day™ .
which the former promises breaks indeed, but- .

.n another world, and with another sun.
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