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CANADIAN TIMBER .AND THE GREAT
EXHIBITION.

«To th~e Editor of the Journal of the Board of .Arts and
Manufactures.

Siit,-Allow me to correct an error which occurs
in an article under the above heading, copied front
a recent number of the London Canadian Newos
into the January number of your Journal. The
error I allude te is the statement that, "Dr.
"«Hurlburt, the Commissioner who had charge
"'of the woods exhibitcd in the Canadian depart-
"ment of the last Exhibition, bas nobly exerted
"himeif in bringing undcr the notice of the proper
"authorities the valuable advantages possessed by
"these wood * , and te bis labours we may, we
"believe, attribute the bigh opinion the committee
"of Lloyd's now entertain of tben for shipbuilding
"purpeses. Dr. Hurlburt has well earned the
"tbanks of ail Canadians for bis perseverance, in
"attacbing public attention in this country to one
"of tbe most valuable products of tbe Province."~

It affords me pleasure te know that LloydÀ have
placed the standard of Canadian Timbers over that
of other countries for ship-building purposes; but
I do net wisb yeu or the people of Canada te sup-
pose that the Provinïce owes Dr. Hurlbert a debt cf
gratitude, or thanks even, for any services hie may
bave performed in bringing before Lloyd's com-
missioners thbe superiority cf Canadien Woods.
On bis firet interview with tbem, in endeavouring
to describe the varions kinds, thbe Doctor found it
rather a difficuit task; for on sbowing thein a
Tamarack board he tried te impress upon tbem
that it was Wbite Cedar. This wouldnot do for
men of their practical knowledge, and tbey soon
found eut tbat ail the Doctor knew cf these woods-
tbefr proper names and qualities-might be put in
a suif-box and the lid shut down.

FInding tbey could net get the information tbey
required, the Coinmissienera went home in disgust,
leaving the Doctor alone (net in his glory) by tbe
side cf bis Cedar-tamarack te mourn over bis
inability te diseharge the duties cf tbe bonourable
office our Government had placed bim in.

Ail then went on quietly for a time, nothing
occurring te disturb the quiet cf our Weeden Cern-
mnissiener, who went off on a pleasure excursion.

I tbink between one and twe weeks elap8ed
wben these same gentlemen paid anether visit te
the Canadian Court, and inquired cf the cour-
teous Secretary-Commissicner, Mr. Chamberlain, of
Montreal, if there was ne other person besides Dr.
Huriburt fremn wbom tbey could obtain a descrip-
tion cf the Canadian timber. Mr. Chamberlain

introduced them. te me as being well acquainted
with their naines and qualities. Tbey remarked I
had better get thbe Catalogue cf the timber ; I said
No, there le ne wood amenget them that I do net
know the names of. The catalogue is cf ne use,
as it doe net correspond with the numbers on the
timber-duplicate numbers being placed on totally
difFerent kinds.

I described te them a number cf speoimens that
I considered most suitable for sLip-building pur-
poses. Tbey said tbey would leave it te my judg-
ment te choose soine specimens fer them, as, te
use the language cf one cf tbem, CI L ad my
head screwed on the rigbt side." I selected for
them five specimens, viz.-Black Walnut, Hickery,
Black Birch, and Red and, White Cedars-tbese.
kinds tbey have added te their list for sbip-building
purposes, as I recommended.*

Now Sir, if tbere is credit due te, any one, I
dlaimt the Lonour, as the abeve statement cannot
Le eontradicted.

I attended the Exhibition with my World. Re-
nowned lnvalid Bedstead-wbich by tbe way was
prenounced by the principal surgeons and doctors
cf London, te Le tbe best bedstead for patiente
suffering 'witb astbrna, consumptien, spinal dis-
case, beart disease and fractures cf limbe, tbat bave
ever come before thbe British public. It was te show
and explain tbis that Iremainednearly eight menths
at the Great Exhibition, where I labored early and
late for Canadian interests ; and I now feel grati-
fled if I bave in any degree been the mesans cf
placing before the British public the wooes selected
by me.

I do net wisb te extend this letter te an unrea-
sonable Iengtb, or I migbt mention somes other
thinge for which we have ne reasen te tbank tbe
wortby Commissioner, but I forbear, hoping yen,
will insert this in your next, and confer a faveur
On. Yours truly,

Brampton, Pcb. 1Otb, 1864. ToA eLty

LWe do net bold ourselves responsible for tbe
statements cf our Correspondent, and feit soute
Lesitation in publishing his communication; but
as Mr. Mcllroy bas given it over bis proper namne
we bave tbougbt it advisable te insert it, and wil
cheerfully give space in our next for a reply.-En.
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