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,structure. will be fonnd te censist mainly cf three
parts. Firagt, there ie the straw;; seeondly, there
are bundles'of eapillary filaments running parallel
to each other,. and lÏinag upon the straw; and
thirdly, the ou ter rind, tac frequently* taken for the
fibrou *e*portion of thet matter, called the cuticle.
The cuticle, or rind, ie composed cf a reinous or
gummy substance, which is nearly.insoluble in cold
,water; but when heated te a -proper teulperature,
easily separates front the oth.er censtituonts cf the
plant. For thia renson, alljudicieus steepers avoid
puttibn their fiai in epring water, or even in wator
shelered front the sun's rays, becau.se the.obj oct cf
steepintg lei te >dissolve, or at.least te sôften the
cuticle, and tbereby allow the filaments te ho sep-
arated front it. 1f it dotes net arrive at this state,
,the.rind,*becoimes bard in the course of dryinig, and

reets *the separatien which. je necoéssary te pro-
.u e . fiai*.

The breaking and sthioprinsare*done
,botb by hand and b.y màacbi.ery. Amnong the
small growers the band le more common>ly used
than thse machine. The twe processes are. con-
~ducted after the following man ner: .-A block cf
wood, about five or six foot in length, by ten or
twelve inches in 'width, -baving deep grovos extend-
tbro >ugh ite entire lenigth, about. *an inch wide at
-bôttont, and incroasing ln wi *dth, in order.that. the
surface cf eàch groove m' iy proesont a sliarper ed*ge,
forme the lower portion cf the hand-bretak. Over
this blocék cf wood another is fltted, ha*vifig one end
màade faet witb a hibge, anùd.tbe oihèr.sbaiped like
a handie. This uppor block bas twe lon,ýitùdifia1
edges, sha.ped'te fit in the* greoves of the under part
of thse imfplenient; the 'fiax-breaker, 'taking ln bis
-left; band a quantity cf fiai,'and holding thse handle
with the right band, paces it between tho two sur-
faces cf 'tht break, whicb, being reetedly raised
and' lot down witb. consideýrable force, breaks thse
sten witlîout inj.uring thse fibres, *and separatés tht
latter fren tise wooôdy etirticleà andother oxtraneous
nsatter.

Tht next o iperation 1e separate the fibres fromt the
3ho~ves. or wvoody particles, which je oi*dinirily per-
formedb.y à *scutching-bat and a scutchinig-board.
Tise boar le i fixed finm and upright in thse stand,
and thse bandeful cf fiax *are inserted' in the noteis
held in the left bande and placed se as te projeoét
towarde thse riglit, when it le beaten with thse
scutchber several times agaînst thse uprikht bo ard ;
thse portion in thse notch b*eing oontinuially chialged
with thse left hand.

ln 'the larger 'establishments, howevr, -,wher
more cncentrated labour le ièuiefothp-a

cess cf spùteh.iing, Waebinery je commonly usied.
Tnie machinery, in goneral, dees its *otk ia a very
effective and. rapid manner; yet there je stili a1
lingerng prejudice la faveur cf hand labour, and
,of tise productions cf that, labour, 'arnougt several
..claiises of thse community.

STise 'mill, ïn general requisitien, -le sômtetiines
drniven by hos-pwr bt 'here.'available by
water-Po'wer. There'aie. 'three fiutéd* éylinders-
,one of -whi-uh Ï6 m*nado te re'vol.v by the power mon'-
tioned, and cariies *the othet-tw iou.iid. *The daî
is placed between these cylinders wbile revclvýilîg,
iud thtetialk by this opeïationle coiplëtely.b*ro(ken,
-qithout *njrig the fibre. The ecutcbeing le*per-
fornsed il the safmniachine, by me ane cf four arme

projecting fromt a horizontal .aile, .arranged se as
te strike the italký in a sl*antiig dlirection, by mnens
of which tbe outer cuticle and other extraneous
matter are removed.

The.crops of fi.ax ini Belgium,. when -regred upon
the system we have just described, realize almost
fabulons prices. Promn £40 to £60 per acre is an
ordinary return ; and for the finest quality of flax,
from. £ 80 te £100 per -acre' bas been obtained.
The expert of fiai fibre te France and England i8,
ini faet, one of the chief resources cf the lit state
of Belgium, and it averages nearly ene Million ster-

lnper annum. in * > e. Leeds and Belfast,
especially the former,-are the. best customers fur
thîs fine fibre;.aDd tue bigber numbers*cf yarn_
.thosefrom Q*no bundred and sîxty bans .(fifteen hanks
te the lb.)*ànd upvards-are most exclusi *vely s pull
fromi ]3lgian fiax. -Soffe cf the Leeds and Bielfast
spinners have their bùyérs* in the, Belgian market,
with. Ëfil aàu*tbor.ity. te pUrchbaSe on their accunt,
and tôe slect the qualities* tbey niay require for tis
millà'at homne.

The fineness and excellence cf the 'Belgian. flax
-m.Zy, howvever, be.better.un.d!crsteod by. perusiog
the following facts :-In the contributions te the
.Dublin -Exhibition,. wve remarked th)ose* of Messrs.
C0l1iýgs, ÈFreres and Co., or eCourtrali,> and M. P. J.
Verbeck, cf East Flianderes, and Baptiste Van Weil,
cf Gremb argren,. near Termonde. These ýpecma

cf fiai we examined *With the best attention ire
could command, aided by, perhaps the highest
practical.experience.in Ireland, and neyer staw any-
thing to equal tbem forfinenese, sofiness, and
lIustre.,.combined.wîth peatness cf bandling. The
series we.examined included titree samples front
Lokerien,*,la th.e Paye ,DeW.aes., ail of benautiful
quality, soe *white, and blue erùges, and threc
fine specimens cf.Courtrai. Few.cf these quaiiies
,Were w ortb less than. £70 per ton ; andee;fme cf then
ru.n as high as ;£150.; wbilo tho finest cf ail -ws
estimgted at -£20.0 per ton. But gven thie .hi-gb
price 18 considerably out.dc.ne by the, libre front

.hc thNecblin and. ruesels, lace is. made, a
ha@ been kn.own to seli for. £4 -per pou nd weight,
whén.haoçkled, or.nearly, £9,000 .per ton 1. Yet, is
this extreme case, se little dot.s..the value *of the
niaterial enter into that cof the exquisi tely.fine and
ta steful produ.et, that a lace handke(rchief, weighing
-abo.ut: two ounces, bas been known -te sell for
2,500 francs, or £100.

T!he Importation alla Exportation et Flax.
Itaynt be. superfinous tio furnish thé propor-

tional quantities.of flàx supplied by each o . ntinenital
state. Tht return is for 1850, which will convey
a prettyclear idea cf the nature and«and ex tent of
cur annual demande, upon 'the foreiga grower;
there is ne statenient publiubed uf a later date.
1ni.or1s àf. làe and. Tout, or Codilla or Ptiqi and lemp,

to Gi î Britain and lr nd, for tAc year 1850.

1~5Sa* .................. 1,i240,76
P.russia................. 263,271

lland............ .3,40
ltelglu M*...*................... 107,836

The. followlng Sote on tbe.flax trade of Rieia vlle, PerhiPS b
read ,vltt lntoresi t M he 'pr.en& mrouitn. From .9 stOtitCO
r..port.of.bM. Tuoborei.i Orivy-euuneillo.r to tho Emper, r w.. leur

1

th.ot facte *.-N. I. estîmàates thse: average anuitai* value of the
Iunssian Cax and hemp croles ut 36,U23,000 silter r.otblt!s, or abOUt


