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. UHAMILTON,
(Correspondence of the CANADIAR ARCHTECT AND BUILVEK.)

SINCE my. last report, owing to the cold weather having set in rather

severcly, all building op Kave been ded, but as there are
quite a number of bui yet unfinished
plenty of employment for all’ until the new spring business comes on. As
yet it is impossible to form any ilea as to the extent of the spring opera-
dons, for as ageneral rule, parties intending to build eithet in spring or fall,
do not place their orders in the hands of the architects until the senson is
well advanced, aud chen oll is huery and rush o get the plans prepared and
the contructs ket, 5o that the building will be completed on a cerwain date,
and 1n most all cases, the time alowed is unreasonably limited.

This is certainly not o prudent way of doing business, and is disadvan.
tageous (0 all parties concerned,  The architect has not the proper nme 10
mature his plans. ‘The propri in his limited decision, requires
and extras ; and the contracior being so bound up (o time, cannol execute
the work In as good a manner, as if a reasonable contract time was allowed.,
‘This has always been a general cause of complaint amoag architects and
contractors, and one which it would benefit the parties most concerned to
seek to bave remedied. 1 have nothing to report from the Building Inspec-
tor’s book, as there have been no new entries made. But I am glad to be
informed that owing to very frequent complrints having been made, there
will be proper attention paid in future to having allnew bulldings properly
tecorded,

‘The hot air furnace js rapidly taking the place of the heating stoves in
the dwelling houses now erected.  This is probably a step in the right direc-
tion, p g careful is paid to i Here lies the great
danger, (or where the house is heated with hot alr, the stove pipe hotes,
when such exist, may be closed, and the fire place covered up, leaving no
exit foc the vitised air, Of couse proper expert attention to ventilating and
heating will abviate all danger, but it can be plainly seen in many instances

on work there will be -

the Mayor presiding. The Quawa contractors are discussing” the advis-
ability of forming a similar Union,

Very little work has been let out as yet (or 1889, F, Alexander. architect,
has let for a brick resi for Ald Stroud, to cost $7,000 ;
Amnoldi & Calderon, architects, have let contracts for a Bank of Ouawa
building at Carleton Place, to cost ¢$r3.000; |. R. Bowes, architect, has”
let contracts for a (ree stone residence for N. Charlebels, to cost $12,200 ;
the congregation ot the I on Methodist Chuech are receiving tenders
for n’lecture hall to cost about $12,000.

The acchitects appear (o have plenty of work on the ables, and antcipate
& lirisk season, but clients am slow in geuting the work let out,
eeee——— N

HMONTRFAL.
" (Correspondence of the CANADIAN ARCINTACT AND Buirpas.)
THEREH verv liltle to report in the way of building transactions.
Things architectural may possibly boom in the spring, but at present

" there is liule sign of activity. Architects, conrmactors, and the public a1

large, suffer from the annual ** corner ™ in bricks, and no one is inclined to
build until the quotations for summer brick are out.

There is a tremendous rush to finish the numerous gigantic piles of
offices which have been in course of erection during the past year in time for
the fated 15t ol May.

Mr. W, T, Thomas is engnged on plans for a mansion for Mr, Duncan
MelIntyre, which will be commenced this summer.

A new Methodist Church is to to be erected in St. Gabnel village on
Wellington St., from designs by Mr. W, McLea Walbank. It is intended
to commence operations at once,

A temporary architectural furore was caused by the designs sem in for -
Messrs. Morgan & Co.’s colossal ¢stablish L on St, Cathari
St Ten designs were sent in, aud it is & pity the pubhc will not beallowed

“to judge oI’ lhelr merits by their being publicly “exhibited. Asit was, the

where furnaces have been introduced, that expert care in (his direction has
ot been vsed.

OTTAWA. .
(Correspondence of the CANADIAN ARCHITECT AND BulLDER.)

HE CANADIAN ARCHITECT AND BUILDER in its new robes must have
been & pl to its bscribers and readers. It is 10 be
hoped that with the commencement of the third volume still greater im-
provements will be made. This can only be accomplished by the architects
and builders throughout the Dominion taking a lively interest in its welfare,

and endeavoring to advance its interests in every way possible.

On the evening of January 15th, the architects of Ottawn held a meeting
for the ideration and ad of the and by-laws of the
proposed Ottawa Institnte of Archi After having been’carefully read
aver, and some alterations made, they were finally adopted. Eighteen
architects signed the members’ roll binding themsclves to faithfully adhere
to the constitution and by-laws of the lnstitute. The election of officers
was then proceeded with, and resulted as (ollows :—Presideat, Thos. Ful-
ler ; Vice-President, K. Arnoldi ; Secretary, A. M. Calderon; ‘Treasurer,
[-.R. Bowes; Executive Council, H. H. Horsey. D. Ewart, K. Arnoldi,
R. Surtees, [. R, Bowes, A, F, Alexander and A. M. Calderon, The As.

meets thly, when q relating to the imterests and ad-
of the profession will be d The arct ider they
have accomplished a great deal in thus being organized, and each individual
member expects to derive a great deal of benefit from the institution. [t is
also p d 1o submit diff between and « 10
the Institute for adj if such it can be made with the
contraciors, asa great deal ol unnecessary Jegal expense may thus be
saved. It is to be hoped the architects of other cities in the Province will
1orm similar organizations and all become affilinted.  If this is done, there
is no reason why an Act of [ncorporation should not be grenied at the next
session of the Ontario Legislature, as the Hon. Mr. Ross, Minister of Edu-
cation, is favorable 10 the idea. It isto be hoped that through the columns
of the CANADIAN ARCHITECT AND BUILDER, you will make every effort to
have the Association formed and a charter granted as soonas possible. | have
no doubt but that the Secretary of the Ottawa Institute would be happy to
furnish a printed copy of the constitution and bv-laws to any architect ap-
plying to him.

It is gratiying to learn that the difficulty between the architects and
huilders of London, in regard to the form of contract, has’ been amicably
settled, There is no reason why :m uniform contract should not be adopted
by the archi aed ghout the Pwvlneo. ‘l‘hlq is one of
the paints that could be d il an Archil was 10
existence.. A contract, drawn up by @ joint Committee of Builders of (he
Natlonal, Association of Builders of the. United States and Committees
of the American Institute of A and the Western Association of
Architects is now being almost exclusively used by the American architects
and huilders, and seems 10 give gencral satisfaction. .

About fifty bers of the C * Union, of M paid Ottnwa
a visil recently.  They were met at the station by the Mayor and principal
contractors and driven to the Grand Union Hotel, where. they were pre-
sented with an address by the Mayor, and granting them the freedom of
the city.  They were afterwards tendered a banquet by the city contractors,

p had their plans promptly returned without note or
comment, the designof Mr. J. P. Hill being selected. The bulidings wilt
cost appreximately $150.000, and be completed by May 1st, 1891,
Apsopos of the above I enclosc you my opinion of competitions generally,
having lhmah dearth of prose matter (like Mr. Silas Wegg) "dropped into
poetry,” as (oflows :
An architect sat in his oM arm chair—
T square and drawing board both were there—
With ** Whatman's Imperial” mounted with care
He was equally ready 1o do or dare,
But he rubbud his knes
As he sighed ** ah me !
‘What sort of a job will my next one be?
(Reads advertisement.)
" *Be it known to all whom it may concern
‘That the worshipful Borough of *Butter-on-the-Bnrn®
“Three prizes will give (or designs for a churn,”
**What the deuce do they want with a chura 2 quoth he,
* Now I'm all up & tree,
(For between you and me),
A churn in (ull action [ never did see I
An “‘ancient example” he anxiously sought,
And by his office boy neatly was caught
In making a copy of something he thought
Was genuine classic. **Hello | may be
This will suit toa T,
{Tho’ between you and me)
IU's meant for a well with a windlass,” quotb he.
Elevations he basteneth now to prepare,
A perspeciive he etcheth, as much as he dare
A specification he copieth fair;
And he slappeth his knee,
And he crieth with glee,
“*Now I'm certainly sure to be one of the three 1
For weeks he waiteth—no oews can he gain—
**No news is good news,” he quoteth in vain,
Till the tollowing drives him completely insane :
(Reads letter.) .
+Dear Sir: Wae herewith return your deawing,
For we found if we kept on much tonger sce-smvmg,
We somehow might possibly get into lawing—
Alter getting as pretty well mixed up as mortar,
We withold the prizes—
‘Though all shapes and sizes, i
Not one of your churns will make Sutfer ont y 'walr/ Hr
P.B.W.

. Itis computed that if one horse can draw a ceriain load over a level road
+on iron rails, it will wake 134 horses to draw the same load on asphalt, 3%
horses to draw it on the best Belgian block, son the ordinary Belgian pave.
ment, 7 on good cobbl 13 on bod ! 20 on an ordi

earth road, and 40 on a sandy road. . :
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