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into iii hiealth. London is no place for
thiose who are not fully equipped for the
race.'

-You speak truly, sir," said Rcedhiam,
wvith sonie bitterness. *'And it -las been
the ruin of many who iniagined them-
selves as you express it, fully equipped.'

The note of personal bitterness rang
insistentiy through the words, and the
clergymnan knew that in thinking that a
troubled soul dwelt in the bosom of the
ii1an by bis side, lie had made no mis-
týake."

"XTou have had iiisfortune, perhaps ?"
XTes, brought about by my own in-

creclible folly," admitted Reedhiam, more
and more amazed at hiniseif. But there
\vas really nothing- to marvel at in the
suiden craving for hunian sympathy.
Unlv the man whio lias been wholly cut
off froni it, even for a period of days,
kniows how real is the deprivation. To
Recclhani it was a whoily new experi-
ence; lie hiad Up tili then only tasted the
sweets of life."

"But nîisfortunes pass," said the cler-
gynman quietly. "And to ail they have
their uises. I hope I do not intrude if
I express the hiope that you sec a way
out of your mnisfortunes."

"No,"ý replied Reedharn, and a guard-
cdl note crept into bis voice. "At pre-
sent I sec no way out."

"?\Iav I ilquire wvhether yoti are wvhat
is connon]y cailed out of xvork, though
1 sec that you are a gentlemanti."

'Yes, I arn out of workc."
"Ancd vhat is your line of tbings?"
Rcedbaln hesitateci a moment.
"I arn a clerlc," lie replied at haz'ard.
A faint dîsappointment, alnîost touchi-

ccl with incredulity, overspread the cler-
gvm-1anl's face.

-It is not a profession afforcling miany
l)055ilbilities,"' lie remiarked kindly. "I
ho0pe that you have sonîething i11 viexv."

"Nýo, nothing, andi I bave to get down
biere,"' lie saici, as the omnibus drew up
with a jerk at the corner of the Euiston-
roaci.

"A nmoment, friend, " saici the clergy-
Iianti cjuickly, as lie clrew; out a card froni
his I)ocket andi a petîcil. ithi w.hich bie
proceeded to write soniething on the baclc
of the card.

"There, that is ni), niane and address,
ancd 01 the back you xviii find the ad-
cLress of a gentleman who delights in
hielping those xvho are clown. I-e is an
intiniate friend of nmine, we niet in con-
nection with a case in wrhich we wvere
both interested, and I have often thanked
Goci for hini silice. I-e wrill sec you if
you present that card. I hiave his per-
mîission to scnd to inii whoni I like, and
I feel strangel3y interested iii you. I hope
wve shall mieet again."

IHe offerec i s hianl, and aftcr a nîo-
mient's hiesitation Recdbatn acceptcd it.

"1-erhaps if you kne\v niy bîstory you
wvou1cI fot toucu iy hanci," lie said
tlîickly. "Good-by-e, sir, andi tbank vou."

1-e raised his bat anci madle haste do wn
tbe steps of tbe omnibus to the grounci.
Immediately lic turned towarcls Goxver-
street, and iii a quiet cloorwvay stoppeci
and looked at the card.

On the one sicle wvas written:
"The Rcv. Cyrus Fielden, St. Ethel-

dred's Vicarage, Camden Towvn.."
On flic reverse side a name which

caused Reedliam to laughi aloud.
'Archibald Currie, Escj., 98, Hyde-

park-square, and 18, Old Broad-strect,

The brother of bis own partner, James
Currie, thoug-h a very different type of
man.

I-e thrust the piece of pasteboard into
bis vest pocket, and strode on, having
no particular object ini view. He had
nierely got clown to escape tbe kinclly but
enîbarrassing attentions of the Vicar of
St. Etlieldred's.

Bult the name on flic reverse sicle of
the carci pursued Iimii as lie walked.
Soniietbingiiin the mere thougbit of prc-
senting h inîisel f to Arcb ibalci Currie, xvbo
had knio\vni binui cuite wveIl iii thc olci
cîays.' wbicbi already seemecid so far away,
attracted Iimii Nvith a soi-t of weird fascin-
at jOli.

I-e wvas a very clifferent nian froni his
1)rothcer Jamies, and if by nîcans of his
sy1uipatby and assistance lie could elimb
back to the 1)aths of self-respect, how
great would be flic irony of bis triumph!
bThiere wvas sonmething aciventurous in

the inere iclea xvhichi appealeci.
Aitclay long lie wandered in the by-


