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MONTREAL, MARCH 26, 1887

THE WEEK.
The Quebec Legislature has opened

its sessions, and the debate or the
speech from the Throne is going on.

When the vote is taken the position of
The present-l

pm'ties will be defined. . )
imdications that the session will be a

brief one, and possibly another hricf | between that country, Austria and

session may be held in the fall.

The elections are pretty well over
throughout the Dominion, and the
standing of the gouvernment ix suffi-
ciently understood to insure a majority
of about forty. This is enough to give
an easy working to the administration,
and we may look for an outline of the
estimates may be expected in & week
or two.

.
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Nothing definite has been done with
regard to the cclebration of the Queen's
Jubilee, so far us the Dominion, and we
shall probably have to wait thereflor
until the meeting of Parliament. It
must not be forgotten that Cunada is
the Premier Colony, and as such.
Something very special will be expect.
ed.

In Now Brunswick a determined
effort has been made to abolish the
Upper House or Legislative Council.
The assembly voted for it unanimouslys,
but the Council itself naturally demur-
red, and so the matter remains is
abeyance for the present. But a
begining has been made, and the
reform is only a question of time.

L]

It is a distinet reform. In-Quebec the
Liberal party has always been pledged
to the abolition of the Upper House,
but its present allies, the Nationulists,
do not favor this, and the Government
finds itself obliged to postponc any
measure in that diroction for the pres-
ont. :

L]
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It is not libely that the question of
the Senate will be taken up this year,

| inasmuch

of the Senate will doubtless be dis-
- cussed, inasmuch as many Conservat- |
_ives would prefer that toa total remo-
| val of the Upper House.
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We may look to some steps heing
taken hy the Senate toward negotiat-
ing dircctly with Washington,some sort
of sekeme for reciprocal trade, and a
medium term for the working of the
fisteries difficulties withont further |
complications, Canada should have dir-
! ectly in the premises, and insist on her
i right of initiative in this matter.

L
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Une or two of the Nova Scotin mem- !
. ber of the Legislature have came out ;
'squarely in favor of annexation, and :
i simular sentiments are fubly expressed !
tin some of the other Pravinces, the
i feeling is not Canadian by any means,
. but the issue should not be overlanked
: beeause accident may make it a defin-
.ite issue in the not distant future.

. The result of elections in Manitoba
-and the Northwest shows conclusively
. that the Riel issue has lost all the vi-
i tality. Which it may once have had.
; In Manitoba, the French represent
tation.  Mr. Royal, was elected, and
we_ong the half-breeds of the Saskat-
chawan, the govermment candidate was
elected by a large majority. The con-
sequance is that this controversy will
now be dropped and that something
j more practieally useful to the Novth-

west may be taken up.
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The germnin Kaiser hasbeen celebra-
ting the 90e anniversary of his birth,
‘and the oceasion is being made the sub-
‘ject of universal rejoicing throughout
i Germany.,  All this is very well as
! tending to inerease the cohesions of the
! empire, but it is by no means a corves-
i ponding wamant of peace, and how
little France can cxpect from (iermany
i is the fact of the alliance just concludeil

i Ttaly.

[l L]

So far the attitude of France has been
worthings and dignifiell. She has
and  has remiined eno)
under threats, It is to he hoped that
she will contintte in the smmne way.
. France has nothing to fear from Ger-
many in war, but she requires the con-
solidation of her republican institutions,
and add to hier material prosperity.
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BRIC-A-BRAC.

We have reached the end of March,
and yet there is no sign of the close of
winter, 'The month of March came in
like a lion, but does not go outas a
lamb, to verify the proverb, In the ex-
perience of every one, this has been
the hardest winter in the past twenty
years.

.'.

The present condition of things is
not at all pleasant. Within the city, the
footpaths have been partially clearcd,
but the streets are in an almost impass-
able enndition. Walking is a positive
hardship, where it is not a danger ; nud
riding is both extremely incomniodions
and expensive.

In the country there are no roads to
speak of. Farmers find it all they can

do to go from one neighhor ta the
other, while the road to the village, for

church purposes, is ket open only by
dint of hard work. Coming to town,
with provisions for the market, is al
most an impossibility, and the conse-
quence is that ourmarkets are scantily

i . N
as the Ministorial party! Indeed, were it not for tho railways,
repard the retention of that bady, as a . We should be in a plight with regard
| necessary patrin of the administrative ; t0 the necessaries of life, The supply

; . [ fish is misciably 'y tter has
machinery, but the elective character ; Of fish is misernbly paor; bu S e 1r
n : been iuferior the whole winter, and is | Stephen, was prosented to the Queen,

: whieh is the most seasonuble at present,

respect,

|
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worse now, and among meats, veal

rules high and is of hard quality.

Much had been expeeted from the
maple senson, but that too will proba-
bly prove a failure. There is tno much
snow in the woods, to begih with, and
the sun has not suflicient strength to
thaw out the sap of the trees. Thore is
a chanece, however, that the month of
April may prove more favorable in this

|

i
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Auneh anore serious preoceupation |
is the floorl. from the chances of which |
we are by no means saved. In this|
matter the Montreal people, and espe. |
cially the Montreal Corpotation, have
been singularly blind and remiss. They |
have simply trifled with the sull,iect-,i
notwithstanding that it is one which:
involves an enormous loss of time and !
money, and is terribly detrimental to:
the health of the people.

-
. .

Thix i preeminently the dull season
of the year—the interval between the
breaking np of winter and the opening
of spring. The canmon lahorer finds
no work in the =treets, building opera-
tions nre suspemled, the factories are
running on glow time, and the civeula-
tion of money is, in consequence, not-

i

rious Germany army in 1815 and in
1871,

Iady Stephen, wife of &ir Georpo

by the Marchioness of Salisbury, last
week,

The comt the ILesseps is about to
publish in two volmmes his “ Souvenirs
of Farty years,’ which is sure to Lo a
work of palpitating interest.

A successor to the late Mr. Beccher
is lard to find. It is not so much abil.
ity that is required, as versality and
the faculty of adaptation.

Archbishop Lyuch, of Toronto,writes
along and strong personal appesl to
Lord Randolph Churchill, in behalf of
Treland.

It is said that Sir John Macdonald
will shortly visit Washingten an oflicial
business, The visit cannot but do
rool.

Queen Victoria is appearing moro
frequently in public, of late, as if to
prepare hewself for the publicity of the
Jubilee demonstrations.

The new general of the Jesuit order,’
to suceeed the late incumbent Beckx,

,is Father Anderledy, a Suiss, who

resided many years ago in the United
States, and =speaks English well.

The health of President Cleveland is
not at all good. IIe is sorely in want of
exercise and it is gravely said that if he
does not get it, be may notsee the end
of his term.

Sheritf Boweyn's dismissal,has ereated

ably stagnated.
.
LR

It is remarkable, too, what an efteet
Lent has on the
People  economize  during  lLent
without intending it, and often without
knowing it. They deprive themselves
of certain luxuries, out of a proper
spirit of selfidenial,and tuke advantage
of the wretched dull weather. to retire
within their houses, as in a shell, and
live an the broken vietnals of the sub-
urbs.

...

When it comes to the parsimonious
mood, the rich are often meaner than
the poor, In some of the large houscs
of the fashinnable streets, the stints
is something 'taat woulll make cortain
people open their eyes, and  the paltey
sacrifices made in the interior of the
house in order that the vxterior show
may be greater, would ‘he enough to
creato heroism in other fields,
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PERSONAL

Licut. Col. Quimet, M. P. for Laval
is to be the next speaker of the
ITouso of Commons.

Joneas, Ministerial candidate, has
been elected for Gaspé, thus closing
the long series of Federal clections.

The second half of Lady Maedonald's
tvip through the Nortwest, w.l appear
in Murray's Mazazine,

AL Curter Troop has given a leeture
on “ Thoughts on Canadian Life.” some
of his suggestions are very practieal,

M. Frechetto will vead some of his
Intest poems at the Prume concert to
be given next Monday.

Licut. governor Masson hus returned
from Bermuda, in the enyayment of
removed health.

M. Charles Robb, the well known
civil engineer, died at Ottnwa, Iast
week, [le was a son of the lato Dr
Robl of Falkirk, Scotland.

M. Sylva Clapin will be appointed a
provincial agent for Quebee at Paris.
e is a literary man of considerable
promise.

Kaiser Wilhelm was at Waterloo.

supplied.,

He twico entered Paris with the victo-

current of trade. |

a mights stir in Sherbrooke and through
at the St. Francis distriet. Tt appears
; that his successor, Mr. Webh,is only I8
| mronths his junior.

| Mr..J (i, Bourinet, of the Royul No.
v eiely of Canada, has published a pam.
phlet on “ Provincial Governments "
which is attracting much  attention
alrond,

Grant Allen, essayist and novelist,
who lately made a turn through Cana-
da, is writing his impressions of his
native land in astyle that does scaut
eredit to his «discernment or patriot-
ism.

Ex-Lient, Ciovernor Laird, having
been unsuceesstul in his enmpaign on
the Saskatchewan,  will return o
Prince Edward Island, and probably
resuine his profession of journalism.

Mr. Munderloh, German Consul at
thi= part, presided, on Tuecsday, at a
grand hanruet given in honor of the
anniversary of the Emperor. M. Mun.
derloh is a typieal Gorman,

M, Nicholas Flood Davin, the newly
elocted member of Parlinment for Al-
berta, is an anthor of reputation, his
magnum opus heing the history of
[rishimen in Canada,
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OUR ENGRAVINGS.

A SNOW-YACHT ON THE
PRAIRLES.

NORTHWEST

This snow yacht of the prairie is 32
{t. long and {4 {t. beam, with mast 20
ft., main hoom 23 ft., gaft' 12 ft., and jib
boom 12§ {t. The {rame is of 2in, Ly 8
in. plank, set vertically. The runner
plank double. The mast is set between
2 in. by 12 in. plank, that taper to 8 in.
high at each side, and are six in apart.
The runners are strong toboggans ; the
front ones being | ft. wide, and made
of } in. ash, 9 ft. on the run, and turned
up 18 in.in front. They nare hung to
tho runner plank with hinge joints, and
stayed by malleable iron braces from
rinner plank to innoer and front part
of runner. The front runners are mande
of four 3 in. strips of ash, and havea
central shoe 2 ft, long, grojecting 1} in. -
to prevent drifting. The rear runner
resembles the front ones, except that
it is only 6 in. wide, being made of two
sbrips of ash, The framework is 3 ft.



