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We -vould not object to this unscemly rush if only the coroners
were the victi:ns, but reccntly %ve havc had a glaring case of the
innocent being punishied and the guilty escaping. Thirec members
of the profession in this city wvere lately haulcd beforr- thc courts,
trîed, found guiîty and fihîcd several huindred dollars-for %viat?
According to the verdict, for breakcing into a mian's bouse and
holding a post mlorte,.e on his wife iii spite of tlic remnonstranccs of
hii-nseif and childreni.

Could anything have a greater effect upon the public mind, or
more tend to increase that irritation against the profession whichi
many have endcavorcd to excite, than an incident like this ? There
is nothing that arouses public feeling so much as this, %vhat they are
pleased to caîl mutilation of the dead. Our professional brethiren
deserve aIl our sympathy for the unjust verdict rendered agrainst
them and for the opprobrinni they have sustained. It wvas clearly
shoivii at the trial that a warrant hiad bcen issued, and they liad
been instructed by the coroner to make a Post nzior(emi examination
and report. As stated by thiem, îvithiout thieir knowledge the
wvarrant wvas ivithdrawn. They had gone to performi an 1officiai
duty and should have iîad official notification that the necessity no
longer existed. Lt w~as either gross stupidity or gross niegligence
in the local justice. department that permitted these physicians tLo
be placed in such an unenviable lighit before the public. It is simply
the cap shecaf to the disgraceful manne- in îvhichi the office of
coroner lias been abused in this city. We can only hope, if the
present condition of affairs is to continue, that the same facilities for
withdravwing inquests as for holding theni inay be enforced, and
that the police department be provided with withdrawal forms
signed in blank, so that Mien a man refuses to admit physicians in
their officiai capacity to make a bost mnor/emi as least as rnuchi
authority be sliown theni as is often required to hold the inquest.

THE WORKING TOOLS 0F THE CRAFT.

Coincider1 t wvith the onivard progress of the medical art has
been the advance in our knowvledge of the cause of disease. As
the practice of medicine and surgery lias gradually but surely
emerged froni the darkness of charlatanism and empiricisni and
approached- more nearly to the dignity of a science, the pressing
demand for better facilities and better «gworking tools " lias been
met alike by the skilful -instrument maker and. the modern expert
pharniaceutîcai chemist. The surgeon of to-day lias at his comi-
mand a full armamentariurn of ingenious instruments of pre-
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