
These fcw exanîples imist siiee to illustnale flic 1)lileil)le above
laid down, that neurotie symîptorus hiave tfiei peculia r charactelris-
tics as well as organic ones, and thiat the diagnosis of tlierai, to be
accurate, must rest 0on a knowlcdgc of thiese eharacteristies.

An evidcnt corollarx- tioii tlirese considerations is that in iur-
ological diagnosis a krîow]edgc is neossarv ol* the tYpical features,
not on]y 0f organic (liseases, })ut also of thce neur-oses. lâay 1 add
a few other reasons -wly some knowledgc of the ncuroses is an
important matter? In thc first place, on account of their great
frequency; wvhen the inumcirous crrors in (liagnosis are taken ini
consideration, it is probable that hysteria alone is the most frequent
single disease callinig for mredical treatmnent. In tie iicxt place,
it is ol)viously important to reeognise aýffeetioIns imn regaIrd to \Vlîieh!
our therapeutie mea.sures hiave most ivail. In tlIis eonncction f
wish ho eall attention ho tiie importance of îîrakiiig an early diag-
nosis of tiese affections. You have ofteu hcaýrd stress laid, wihhl
right, on th urgeney of tlie early r-,ecognitioni of pubnonary tuber-
culosis, of appendicitis. perforative peritomitis, nd other maladies
in which therapeutie slIeeess largcly dcpcnds on the timc of inter-
vcntion. One bleairs verx* littie about f1l desirablilty of rccognising
a neurosis in its early stages. Yet it is far froin being a matter of
indifference as to whethier thc radical trcatmcnt of a neurosis is
begun early or late. 1 would rcînind you thiat tire treatiiient of
an advanced case of neurosis, xvhen the patient is in a state of in-
veterate invalidism, is a formidable, laborious and often disappoint-
ing task; ail such cases, however, werc ah one time in an carly
stage, and it is very difficuit ho foreteli whether any given mild case
will evolve in this direction or not. Last, but not least, is the con-
sideration that a study of the conditions favouring the dcvclopment
of a neurosis is perhaps more instructive than any other medical
study in regard to varjous sociological and educative problems
which every medical practitioner must face no Iess than any other
thoughtful citizen.
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