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KEOKUK, CHIEF OF THE SAC AND FOX INDIANS.

Kookuk is a native of the Sac nation of Indians aud was born
near or upon Rock River, in the north-western part of what now
coustitutes the state of Illinois, aboat the year 1780, Helis not a
hereditary chief, and consequently has risen to his present eleva-
tion by the force of talent and of enterprise. He began to mani-
fest these qualities ata very early period of \his life. While but
a youth he performed an act, which - placed him, as it were by
brevet, in the rinks of manhood.. . In the first battle in which he

"engnged he encountered and killed a Sloux warrior; with his
. spear;. whrle on horseback 3 ind as the Sloux are dlstmgulshed
" fot their horsemanshxp, ‘this was looked*’ upon as-50 greut an
“aclnevement, lhut a publrc feast was made i m commemoratron of
it, by his tribe §'and the youthful Keolsuk was forthwith admrlted
to all the rights and prmlenes of a brave.. It was further allow
ed, that ever afterward, on all pobllc occasions, he might appear
on horgeback, even if the rest of the chrel's and braves were not
wmounted.

During the late war between the United States and Great
Britain, and before Keokuk was entitled to take his seat in the
councils of his nation, an expedition was sent out by our govern-
mnent, to destroy the Indian village at Peoris, on the Illinois river.
A rnmour reached the Sac village in which he resided, that this
expedmon was also to attack the Sacs ; and the whole tribe was
thrown into consternation, The Indians were pumc-smcken and
the councll haeuly determmed to ahandon their village. Keokuk
‘mppeoed to be, stnndmg nenr the council- -lodge when this decision
]twas no: sooner announced tlmn he boldly advanced
0., It was granted. He asked

n. He cornmenccd

) was xmde

il “d orstnnt, and whose slrenwth was' entxrely unknown He
called the attenllon of the’ councrl to:the Jmportance of meetmw
the enemy in their’ approncll—of harassing their progress—cutting
‘them off in detail—of driving them back, or of nol:ly dying in de-
fence of their country and their homes. _

« Make me your leader,”” he boldly exclaimed ; ¢ let our
young men follow me, and the pale fuces shall be driven-back 10
their towns. Lot the ald men and the women, and all who are
afraid to meet the white man, stay here, but let your braves go
to battle.”” Such intrepid conduct could not fuil to produce its
effect upon a race so exciteable as the Indians. The warriors
with one voice declared they were ready to follow Keokuk ; and
he was at once chosen to lead them against the enemy. Tt tarn-
ed out, however, "tlmt the alarm was false, but the eloquence of
Keokuk in the council, and his energy in preparing for the ex-
pedition, placed him at once’ ‘in the first rank of the braves.

His military repntatxon was on another occasion much inereased
oy the skill and promptness with which he met a sudden emer-
gency on the battle-field. With a party of’ his braves, Keokuk
was hunting in the country which lies belween the residence of
the Sacs and that of the Sioux, betwixt whom, for many years, a
dendly hatred had existed. Very unexpectedly, a party of the
Jatter, well mounted, came upon them. The Sacs were 2lso on
horseback, but their enemies beiug superior horsemen and fully
equipped for war, had a decided advantage. There was no
covert from behiod which the Sacs could fight, and flight was im-
possible. Keokuk’s mode of defence was as novel as ingenious, He
instantly formed his men into acircle, ordered them to dismount,
and take shelter behind their horses, by which movement they were
protected from the missiles of the Sioux, and at the time placed
under circumstances in which they could avail themselves of their
superiority as marksmen. The Sious, raising the war-whoop,
charged upon their entrenched foe with fury, but were received
with a fire so destructive, that they were compelled to fall back.
The attack was repeated, but with the same result. The horses
could not be forced upon those whose guns were pouring forth
volleys of tire and smoke, and after several unsuccessful attempts
1o break the lines, the Sioux retreated with considerable loss.

At a subsequent period, «during a cessalion of hostilities be-
tween these tribes, the Sacs had gone to the prairies to hunt
huffalo, leavmg their village but slightly protected by braves.
Daucing the hunt Keokuk and his band unespectedly approached
an encampment of a large number of Sioux, painted for war, and
evidently on their way to attack hisvillage. His own  braves were
widely scattered over the extensive plains, and could not be

throwing himself between the impending danger snd his people.
Unattended, he deliberately rode into the cawp of his enemy
In the midst of their lodges rose the war-pole, and arcund it the
Sioux were dancing, and partaking of those fierce excitements,
by means of which the Indians usually prepare themselves for
battle. It happened that revenge upon the Saes constituted the
burden-of their songs at the moment of Keokul’s approach, ' He'
dashed into the midst of them and baoldly demanded to see their
chief. ¢¢I have come,’’ said he, **to let you lmow that there
are traitors in your camp : they have told me that you are pre-
paring to attack my village : T koow they told me lies, for you
could not, after smoking the | prpe of peace, be 50 base as to mur-
der my women and childrenin my absence. None but cowards
would be guilty of such conduct.”” When the first feeling “of
amazement hegan to subside, the Sioux crowded around him'in &
manuer evincing a determination to seize his person, and lhe)
had already laid hold of his legs, when he added in a loud voice,
¢‘Isopposed they told me lies, but if what I bave heard is true,
then the Sacs are ready for you.” With a sudden effort, he
dashed aside those who had seized him, ‘plunged his spurs into
his gallant horse, and rode off at full speed. Several guns were
discharged at'him, but fortunately without effect : n number of the
Sioux warriors, instantly sprung upon their horses and pursued
him, but in vain,
he made the woods resound with the war-whoop, and brand:shmg
his.tomabawl in defiunce of his foes, soon left them far behind,
and joined his little parly of hraves. " His pursuers, fearful of some
stratagem, gave .up the pursuit, after hnvmnr followed him for
some: dlslance, nnd reured to: therr camp Keokuk took imme-
drate stope to r'nll in lns brnves und speedrly retnrned lo protect hls

'I’he eloquence of - heokuk nnd his sagacrty in the oml nfﬁurs
ol' lns nation, are, like his military talents; of a high order One

being recorded. A few years since some of his warriors fell in
with a party of unarmed Me nomonees, at Prairie des Chiens, in
sight of Fort Crawford, and murdered the whale of them. Justly
jincensedat this outrage the Menomonees prepared to take ‘up arms
against the Sacs,and preveiled upon the Winnebagoes to join them.
For the purpose ofallaying the rising storm,the United States’ agent
at Prairie des Chiens, Géneral Sireet, invited the several parties
to a counciiat that place for the purpose of adjusting the difliculty
without a resort to arms. They accordingly, out of respectto the

sternly to hold any conference with the Sacs on the subject.
Keokuk told the agent not to be discouraged, for he would adjust
ithe difficulty with them befote they separated, in despite of ‘their
prejudlces and positive refusal to treat. Ile only asked an op-
portunity of meeting them face to face.in the council-lodge. The
'tribes were brought together, but the Menomonees peraevered in
‘their determination to hold no conference with the Sacs. The
negotiation proceeded, and a friendly fceling was re-established
between the Winnebagoes and the Sacs, Keokuk then rose, and
'with much deliberation began his address to the Menomonees. At
'first they averted their faces or Jistened with looks of definnce.
He had commenced his speech without smoking the pipe or shak-
ing hands, which was a breach of etiquette ; and, above all, he

which bloed alone could atone. Under these discouraging cir-

enemies gradually relaxed ; they listened ;

hand of Keokuk ; who will refuse it 2*’ they rose one by one and
laccepted the proffered grasp.

In the late contest between the United States and Black Hawk’s
band, Keokuk and a majority-of the Sacs and Foxes took no part.
Black Hawk made several efforts to induce them to unite against
the whites, which they were strongly inclined to do, not only
from their love of war and of plunder, but on account of the ju-
‘justice with which very many of them believed they had been

Keokuk’s influence and maderation to prevent ‘the whole nBl’.an

speedily gathered togsther. Possessing the spir.it” of a foarless and

!

generous mind, he instantly resolved upon the bold expedient of |

" Keokuk, on horseback, was in his element ;|

ot two cases in which these have leen etlnblted are worllly of

agent, sssembled at Fort Crawford ; but the Mepomoneés refused

was the chief of a tribe that had inflicted upon them an injury, for

cumstances, Keokuk proceeded in his forcible, persuasive and
impressive manner. Such was the touching character of his ap-
peal, such the power of his eloquence, that the features of his
they assented ; and
when he concluded by remarking proudly, butin a conciliating
tone, ¢ I came here to say that I am sorry for the imprudence of
my young men ; Icame to make peace; Inow offer you the

treated by the people of the United States. It required all ‘of]

agent of the American government to send -to his village, on the
west side of the Mississippi, a white man who understeod the Suc

-{|langnage, and who might bear witness to his, Keokuk’s, sincerity

and . faith{ulness to the whites. Such a person wus sent.. The
excitement raised by Black Hawlk and the war in which.he was
engaged, continued to increase among Keokuk’s people. “fle .
stood on a mine lmble to. be exploded by a single spark. He was .
in peril of being slmn as the friend of ‘the wlntes. He remained

calm and unawed, ruling” his- turbulent ‘little. stato’with mrldnees' ‘

and ﬁrmness, but at the constnnt rlsl: of lns life.” One day a new o
emissary arrived from Black Hnwlc 3 par ty. Whlslrey w
duced into_the. cnmp,lond Kcolruk saw that the eri !
He werned the white man who was his- guest of -
dnnger, and: ndwsed him to conceul hrmaelt‘ Ascene f mult_‘.“"f"'
ensued. . The emissary spoko of; blood - that - had - beenuslr o
their reluuons being driven from their lmntmg-grounds—ol‘ ; cent
msults—ot' mjnrles long inflicted” by the'whites—hinted: at the
ready “vengeance that might-be taken on an exposed l'ronher—of :
defenceless cabins—and of rich bootv. . The desired effoct fvas.
produced The braves began. to dance around. the wnr—pole, 0
paint, and to give other evidences of a warlike churncter. Keo-
kuk watched the rising storm and appeared to mlnnlo in- 1t . He
drank and listened and wpporently assented to all that was ‘said.
At lenglh his warriors called out to be led to battle, and he was"
asked to lead them. He arose and spoke with that power “which o
had never failed him. He sympathized in their wronge—therr :
thirat for vcngennce—he won their. conﬁdence by giving' lterance C
to, the passrons by wlnc,h they were mo ved nnd ecllom -

tha(. he would leod them mstuntly ogamst the wlutes, on’ one con-‘. N
dition,and that was, tha“t they.shouid’ ﬁretput all.their- women ond B
children to deatlr; and then resolve, ' that Imvmg crossed the
Mississippi, they would never return, but perish among the grnveu

of their fathers, rather than yield them to the white men, Thrs‘
proposnl, desperate as it was, presented the true issue: it
calmed the disturbed passions of his people ; the turmoil sub-
sided ; ordertwas restored ; and the authority of Keoliuk became
for the time being firmly ro-established.”

Black Hawk and his band have always been opposed to Keo-
kulc, and since the late war, which proved so disastrous to them,
and into which they were plunged in opposition to his counsel,
they have Jooked upon him'with increased aversion.

They have made repeated eﬁ'orts to destroy lns mﬂuence wnh'-‘
the' remainder of the tribe,” ond 'owing to. the monotony ‘of his -
pacific rale,” were, on one occeslon, neo.rly successful. - Asplnt o
of dlscontent pervaded hig: people ‘they. complmned ‘of the extent’ :
of the power which he’ wielded ; they needed excitement,’ -and as .
his measures were all of "Tpeacefnl charucler, lhey sought itina
change of rulers. The matter was at lenglh openly and l'ormnlly
discussed. The voice of the nation was token ; Keoluk was re-
moved from his post’ of hend man, and o young clnol‘pluced in
his stead. Ide mnade not 'the smallest opposition to this measure
of his people, bat calmly awaited the result. When his young
snccessor was chosen, Keokuk was the first to salute: him with
the title of father. Butthe matter did not rest here. With great
courtesy he begged to accompany the new chief to the agent of
the Ugited States, then at Rock Jsland; and with profound respect
introduced him as his chiel and his father—urged.the agent to re-
ceive him as such, and solicited as a personal favour,  that the
same regard that had evar been paid to him by the whltes, might
'be transferred to. his - worthy successor. The eeqnel may be
rendlly inferred. The nation conld not remmn blind to 1he error
they had commrtted ‘ Keokulr ag.a pnvate 1ndlv1dual was stlll tlre _‘
first man amon, hig-péople; His ready ‘and. noble ncqmescence
in their wxshc - won both‘tlrelr eympulhy d‘nd admrrallon. * He -
rose- rapldly ut'erlenl.ly to Lis l'ormer elevated etntlon, whrle the
young chlef snnk 1] rnpldly to his former ohscunly o

Tn the: autumn of ‘the year 1837, Keokuk and’ a party ol' hls
warriors mode a ‘yisit “fo Washmgton city. - Black Hawk was. of
the party, hevm aken along, It is supposed, by the politie -
Keokul, lest" mh ence the restless spirit of the old man-
ehould create. some new drfﬁcultlee ut home.. Weare mdebted to. '

from enlrsnng uader the Black Hawk banner. He reqnested the i

2 gemlemen whn hoppened to be at the cuprtal at the time ol' tlm, o




