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The pretty Vn’lager

houfe, but was prevented by Sir Tlmm:\s,
who, laying hold of her hand, led her

back ; endeavouring, at the famc time, to-

diffipate her apprehenfions, | He then en-

tered into difcourfe with her on the flory:

the had been reading; and from that he
proceeded to a fubje@ more interefting to
him, viz. the affection and good will he
bore her, and the pleafure it would aftford
him to place her in a more independent
flate than the was at prefent,

Lucinda, difsleafed with the tendency

of the baronszt's difcourfe, ‘made ro reply

to it, but attempted fo get away. She
was, howaever, prevented from doing this,
partly by his remonfirances; and part.
iy by compulfion; and Mhe found her

hetfelf obliged to Lear what he had to fay. ,

At length, the contemplation of her
charms, heightened by the diforder the was
in, aad the convenient folitude of the
place, raifed his paffions to fuch a pitch,
that he proceeded to take liberties not to
be admitted by a virtuous woman. The
reflz@ion that fhe was at teo great a dil-
‘tance from the houfe to receive any afift-

ance, induced Lucinda at firft to tempo. ~
rife ; and the accordingly endeavoured to -

ward off the threatening evil by intreaties ;
but, finding thefe ineffe&iual, he had re-

- courfe to firuggles and fhricks, which fhe

happily found of more efficacy.

From the tigne that Lucinda had reﬁdcd
at Sir Thomas Hazle’s Orlando had felt
a« chifm in his heart., He grew reftlefs
and unhappy. His favourite f(ports had
no longer their accuttomed incitements,
Nor could the partiality of the females of

the village, which had ufed te furnifh him -

with opportunities of exerting his vivacity
and gallantry, and had till now proved an
amufementto him, afford him the fatisfac.
ticn it was wont to do. His chief pleafure
arofe from the tranfitory glances he now

and then obtained of Lucinda; a pleafure
which he was almoft conflantly on the

watch for. In fhort, he now found chat
fhe had nrade a2 more lafling xmprcmon on
his heart; than he once thought it would
cver be in the power of any female'to do.
Thus difpofed, he employed moft of his
Ieifure hours in walking round theenvirons
of that abede which containsd all he held
dewr.  And in this employ he bappened to
bz engaged, at the very time the fccgc, fo
interefting to his own and Lutinda'ship-
pinefs, was afting. A fympatheticimpulfe,

net to be accounred for by natural caofes,’

had led him that evening to a grove, from
avhich the pavilion was feparated, -only-by

2 flight hedge. .

“As he here reclined upon-a mofly bank

Jindulging his mclapcholy refléétions, and

littie d‘carryng of what was gomtJ forward

319

fo near him, hc was on a fudden (tai tled by
the found of a female voice, which feemed
to carry with.it the tone of difirefs. A.

-toufed by fo unexpeéted an incident, he

fprung up, and liftening to bear more
dittin€lly  from whence it proceeded,
thought it refembled a voice with which
he was not vnacquainted. A repetiticn
of the fhricks convinced him that he was
not miflaken ; he recognized the fweet
voice of her for whom he fizhed, and need.
ing ro other incitement, he inftantly lczp.
ed over the hedge, and, reaching the pavi-
lion, beheld a fight that awakened every
tender fecling.  Compaffion for a diftreffed
female, increaled by a newly lmbxbcd af.
feQion,engroffud for amoment his thoughzs
«-but theic wére foon fucceeded by j jea-
loufy and refenunent; which rufhed like
a torrent into his breaft, and ‘would have

- emboldened him to attempt her refcue,

even from a troop of armed banditti.

Sir Thomas had at this jun&ure fo far
overpowered the ‘trembling maiden, that
her Rrength and fenfes had nearly forfaket

_her; and he muft foon have completad his

libidinous purpefes, had not Orlando been
thus fortunately fent to her relief.  But hié
no fooner became fenfible of the interrup-
tion, than he turned about, and with a
countenance highly marked with® angef-
and indignation, afked Orlando what oc- .
cafioned his intrufion, and how he dared
to enter his gardens without permiffion ?
Orlando, with firmnefs, tempered by
modcﬂy, rephed that che fhricks of a wo-
man in diftrefs had called him there,- and
as a man. he thought it incumbent on him.
to enquire into the caufe of them. * Whate
ever bd their caufs,® faid ‘Sir Thomas,
¢ they need not your interference ; there-
fore begone ; nor tempt me to take that
revenge for your infolence which the fupes
riority of my rank puts it in my power to”
do."—* As for your fuperiority of rank,”
returnedOrlando, * fuch unwarrantable acts
as you arenow engaged i in, levelall diftinc~
tion, 1 therefore value it not ; nor will [’
flir, till 1 know whether that young lady,

~~whao feems to be in great diftrefs, requires.

my aififtance.’—* [ do require it,” exclaim~, -

‘ed_the rerrified maiden, ‘and mofl fer-

vently intreat that you will condué me to
my father’s houfe, for I will no longer
fleep under the fame roof, with a perﬁm'
who has thas’ forfem:d all claimto my ‘ref-
pe&t.’  Saying this, fhe fprung forward,
2pd-givipg herhand to her deliverer, flew
on- the wing!  of terror toward the honfe,’
and from thence, withaut croffing the de- .
tefted threfhold,\to her father’s habn:mon, )
leaving Sir“Thomas motionlefs, tfough
fhame-and vexation ; not from compun@i-;
on, bt from thc apprehcnﬁon that his’
2 Qz . ’ condm‘.‘



