" anid tlmt the’kl" nghah rema lha Scotch nml the

.Clnucsc—ubuwuta the latter were the inost’ inde.’
~ fatignble:  workers,

Buchavan, of G lasgow, a'sum af L1500 to be

Mlaward Smith,

“- plang and schemes

: u\kv it eannottake it l.

s your: guod fortutie to meet with: suehn friend as
~ that; you- sl net ‘wound nud insult

-7 8he walked o the llhrnr) door, timidly: m»pml
c.abit, and'entered,”

Germang  just’ an: 1he: Americans feared: ‘the

‘He declired that /if the
Lendon men’ had Jess  Amontilludo shierry and’
cigaretles, v thelr private office-roomis,  (heir
business would be conducted with much greater:
ACCUTALY Fne de»pnt«,h L ‘hcn another thought
atruck: himjowere - th ts prepored. to.
swear that na registere Tetter had Leon preseng.”

ed-in the nﬂonxoon aiid; teken away ' ngoin he- |-

canse there wus no one in the house to sign’ that
receipt ¥ Triquiry being made, it \ms’foundﬂ ’
that no such Jetter hal been:presonted
finally, when the tarmoil abiout this wre
thing was at'its height, the Laird was pr «ﬂe(l to
say from. w ‘hich part of the country the missive
was expected.  From Lundon, he “said, - 1t ‘way_
then puinted-out to hini that the London, letters
were usunlly sent along.in the evening-—som
timues us latens & ight or nine o’élock. He went
on with his dinner, grumbling. .

Sure enough, before he had linished dinner, a
footstep was “heard on the gravel outside, The
Laird, without any apology, jumped ap and
went to the window.

¢ There's the postman,’ " gaid hie, as ha Tesum-
ed his seat. *“ Yo anight give him n shilling,
ma'am ; it i lony clirab up the hill,”’

It was_the postman, no doubt; and he had
brought a letter, but itwasg not lor the Laird,
We wire all apprehensive of a violent storm
when the servant passed on- and handed this
totter to Mary. Avon.. DBut the Laird said
nothing. - Miss Avon, like a properly condueted
schaol-girl, put the jetter in her pocket.

There was no storins  Qn the contrary, the
Laird got quite eheerful. When - bis hostess
lmlui thiat. no serious “inconvenjenee  would
reseit from thenon-arrival of the letter e said,
Xt the least.”  He began ansd-told us the
stary of the obl lady who endeavonred to engage
the prmlh ral Homesh—while he was eollecting
tickets—1in a. disquisition on the beguties. of
Highland seencry, il who was abruptly bidden
to ** mind Wer pwar pussnesss . Webnd heard the.
story wat mote than thirty-eight fimes, perhaps,
from various natives of Seotinnd.

1t the lotter sbout which the Laird had been
anxious lad~-as some ol us experted —actually.
arrived, and was then in Mary Avon's pocket.
After dinper the two women . went into the
drawing-roem.  Miss Avon - sst down to the
piavo, vl besgant tn play, Dily coongh, the air
cuh-d ‘Hw'm\wh Of what immv wes slie
thivking, then-—thix waif and stray smong the
wims of the world P2 )

Tea was Leenght ino At last the curiosity of
the elder wormnn seuld no Topger be vestrained.

Ay, satd she, Care Yoot guing to risl
that lettor 7

¢ Donr e sadd the givd, ]ux.uwmv into lier
povket, S have - forgstten i lwl a fetter ta

pad !

She ook itout and ope i.w. i1, sl began to
read, . Her Tace Jaokel pazzlid atofiest thew
alarmed. . She turned 16 her friend,
LMW Bat i5.1t T Wihat ess it wean 77
in" blank dismay ;o cthe tembling firig o
hawided hor the letter,

Her Trirnd: had Vosg ety in und«)zmmi
ing \hhfm;,h, tiy Ine guve, I fore sha kad finishs
od this 1hhll ily plein 'u"l matter-of-fart com-
mmnummr there wete tears in Dt eves. [t was
meraly a Weiter foom the wanamer oF o bank in

Léndon, begging 1o inferm Miss Avaw that he
hal gust received, . throngh * Messrs Tadd &

culie w ;i,

Paced ta her o sredit, Mo was also Alvsuml fosay
‘that this sum was muwlv at her own free dis-
posal ; but the donur would pre fer—if she had
uo n!gvrnun« “hat it shenbl’ bolinvestad in
sorue howme seearity, either in a gool mortgaye,
ar in the \h"mwlxmn Board of Works stock.
It was n plain and siople Jetter,

4 Oh, \hux, don’t you umdarstand-—don’t you
u'nimhmmll said sl Mo meant to luve
given yon ‘a stears. vnchi if-if you ‘warried
Ha has given: you all” the
money yon jost, and the steant-yacht too. And
there s not one wond of n‘"nt nhuul -all his
heingg destroyed, 2And this
1% the man we have been all making fan of 1"

~1n her. conseious self-abasement she - did: not
pcrmw how bewildered—-hnw atsalutely fright.
ened—-2this girl was, - Mary Avon toak back the
letter miechanically ; ‘she stood - silent for a
gecond or: two 3 lhvu shn «uul nlmmt ina
whisper

i bu"ng me all tlmt money 1

()h, T cannot
1 ahonld not Nava
vmld nat )m\c told” lnm ~m)-
wish to po away,”

But the comumon sense of . the clder wonan
camie {0 hier réseuc.  Shetook the ;,n'ls lmm .
fiemly, nud said ; -

“Youlshalliunt

stayed here.
thing.

go away, “And whul it is

Shiim by
0; lm_t

rommu; what e hrg given ' ta you.
il po at once und'thank him."
tnot-=I _cannot

How van: If.he were my
father.or hrotlmr, how, vould 1 thnnk him:1”!
Her frmml

, libmry alonn; .'
iy And do’ not be Eo ungratolul s to dven:
spenk o refusing.”’

T'he girl lind 'no time

: il-l

ated in. !

th:ont was chokmg

solf 1o harry the ganien.

pectmg w wervant with coflee, prohubly—-—he -
stantly put nside his book:
(Y ‘ll Miss Mary " said he, cheerfully. -
8he . hfmxmtml She - eould “not speak; her
And then, se arcely’] Know-
hat: she did, she” suuk down before:him,
ead and. her huids on his knees,
‘Bobbing. . And all hie
neech- umkmg, a1
wog on]) two:words—=" -

gratitude o thanks,
ARy father
-He'put his hand gcutly on the soft black hair.
«Child,’" eaid he, . “1t is wothing. =1 -have
Lq-pt m) word i

(63§ n"'mt XJ :
BA( )\\\'Altl) ’l]lOUhl!hs. . ..

' That was o “beautiful mormng on which we
got. up atan unearthly bour'to: see the Y outh
epart—all of us, that is to say, éxcept Mary
Avon. ~And yet she was uot mually Inte. " The
Laird conld not undenitand it.- - He kept walk.
ing from oue ronm to auother, or hovering about
the hall ; and when the brr‘:lkfusc gong sound.
ed, he rcfussed to. come in and hk«. his place
without his accustomed- companion. - But just
at this moment whom shou]}l he hehold enter:

"fng hy tie open door but Mary Avon hersell—

lIaden with her- artistic impedimenta, e
pounced on hér at onee, and scized the canvas.

¢ Pless me; Jassie, what'have y2 " been about?
Have ye domr alt this this momm;, ! Ye must
Liave got up in the siddle of the night 1

It was but « rough sketeby after ull —or the
beginnings of 2 sketeh, mther—ot the wide,
beantiful sca and mountain view from the uar-
dew of Castle Osprey. o

“ 1 thought, Mx,', said ahv' in i\ sommewhat
hesifating way, * that you might perhaps e so
kind as to accept froin me those sketehes ' have
wads on Leard the White Dove—and —and if
they weraat Denuy-mains 1 should like to have
the series completem—and-—~and it wo Ill natur-
ally begin with the sketx.h fmm the garden
hepi < —""

Hé lonked at her for 8 momcm with o grave,
perhapa wistful, kindness in his face,

My lass, | \\ould rsthcr have sen you at
Denny- maing.”
Tt was the very st word }.r ever uttered
conevrning the dream’ that'had just been dis-
turbid. - Antit was only about this thme, 1
think, that we began to recomnize the stmple,
large, noble uature of this man,  We had been
toa much inelined o regard 1)xu mere husks and
externals of his chnravier-—to augh at his ase
srption of parechial imporiaer, his solemm
discussions 4); the Sumple case, his tdiotic m'uu
ateut Homeslie And 1t was not a mere fen ak ol
gegwerosity that reveated to us sane thing of the
liner sature of this okl Sestchiman, People ws
rich ox he have often paid hagrer suws than
L1300 for the furtheranee of woheldbas But it
‘wd Lo put-away his hobly--it was 1o destroy
forever the * deoant of bys okl nge "-—that Tie
had been thus munificent tewanls this gicl,
And there was po eteplaing or regrat, - He had
tald ux it was tiine Tor bim Lo putaway child’sh

things An:d this was i bast werd sadid ca0 My
Tasg, T wouli rnlnrimw sen von at Denny-
i ins” L

The Ladnd wWas excecdingly fucetious at this
breakfaat porty, aud hiy m-pln-\\ Yad 2 bad time
of it - There wers nysterions spuestions alinut
Messras Hoglhies, lumc~ cands Bartes§oas to
whetlher consuitations were best-held o stublle
arin turnipsy of “whether No "5 shot was the
best for bringing daw u briels: aml <o firds
e Never wind, unele,™ satd the Yourh goold-
naturedly, 1 \xul setul FoL st pactridges
for the larder of the vacht.”

SN pied not deanything of | }w Luv " said
the Laind ; ¢ belore veu ave b Bedfondshine the
kit Dove will be many o mile away frem the
conrse of Inggage steamers,”

<Dy, youare rm‘i\' a stary, they,
i hinstess: :
o This very m-emm iy p!e:m\ vou, " said he
U 8he Wooked tathier alarmed, but said nothing,
T the mmhhmu the \\n'muvuo- had eome tothe
danr,

Siv P said

o the steps to sen the Youth diive ot And
row the titne had came fab him to make that
spevel of thanks Whish his unele laod pointed
out was distinetly due from. hine o The Laind,
indecd, regarded hix departare with o eritivud
airy Caod o doubt - waited s tal see. how hix
m-plu W wonld weiuit. himselfs

Perhaps- the Youthhad fm“nth p AL all
events having hididen ‘woodibiye to the othars, he

lightly—

Thank yvon very wach,
'whnh' thingz tuumminu\h‘
CPhen he mmnmi into the wagoneite, aud xnok
ofl Kis eapoas o parting éalute s and away he
‘went, The '.«mﬁ frowned, - When  he was 'y
young tsur that was not the way in
\mpxmhn was: acknowledged,

“Phon Mary Avon’ tur uo-\ trom x'v"in'«lim: the

I huv @ cu]m’»d the

(R

which

_dqmmng wagouctte,

ACATe wu fo got ready to mm Y" satd dw

£ What do you su\', sir 1" asks the hostesd of
thf- Laird. : el
20T o at your S n-w'e " he replies, ..
And so it appenred.to he rrangeed,
Queon Titania looked irtesolute and uneusy
“anee “wét the whole Jouseinia
toars oF seid down for 11 inen § o hewin Her:
Sho' kept lmtmm).,
ahout the door ; protendiug to look ‘xl the signs
ol’ the weather: " At Inst \Inrv said e ‘

By amd by Hu e Wak sm'm ]wt\* hwm‘yh "

shook hands last of all \\nlx his hestess, mnhml,

o 1-each? other to” the  shore. and back: ngain;
twely :

an hour'in hnvmg the thmgs camed down ; ¥
I will:doa hme bu more’ lo that ukctch in: the
méantime,” :
The mornent ‘she wag gonc,
n hurried whisper 1o the Lmrd G
Wil you come mto th 'hbmry, sxr, for a
momentl :

gus

shn asked, without clroumlorutmn
“f beg your par on, ‘ma'am,"” said, t
Laird! k
Then she 'was forced uxplam
did in a somewhat. nervous minner,
*¢ Mary has told . me; sir, . of :your very, ve
great generosity to: her. ' lhopt,‘ you mll let. me
thank vou; teo.”"

it," he'said, simply. “ ‘I founda .
wrong i, ‘the world: that 1. thought I conld: pnt
right; and Y did it’; and now'we ‘gtart frcsh id
slrnlght again; That is Al :
‘. But.- ahont Aagus Sutherland,” ssid- she
still mre timidly. Z4You were' . quite nght in:
your vonjectures—~at least, I imagine so—indeed
I ani sure ofit, : And now, don 't you thlnk we
should gend for him ¥ 3
““The.other day, ma'am,’ saul he qlow]y "1
informeéd ye that when I considercd my part
done I would leave the matter in your hands
entirely.” 1 had to'ask some: fiestions of the
Insg, no doubt, to 'make siire of - my: ground ;
tlwu" 1 feltit was not'a bmmm fit for an old
buchelor like me to intermeddie wi’. [ am now
of opinion that it wonld be better, as I say, to
lesve the matter in your hands entirely.)
The wowan looked rather bewildered, :
*“But what am T to’ do 2’ said she.  “ Mary
will never allow me to send for him—and. [ have

not his address in any ease——"
The Laird tock a telegram from his breast-
pockat,

 There it is,’ q.ud he, s until theend of this
week, at all events. .

She looked at it hesitatingly ; ‘it‘wnq"from
the office of the’ magazine that" Angus -Sather-
land edited ; and ‘was-in reply to a question of
the Laind's. Then shie lifted her eyés.

Do you think T might ask Mury herself ¢

“That is fur a_woman' to decide,” said he :
and again she was thro“ n bagk on- her own re.
sonrees,

Well; this nidge of 2 woman has some cour-
e, top.. She hf'g,an to reflect on what the Laind
had adventured, aud done, for the sake of thiy
airl ; and was she not prejared to risk some-
thing also.l. After all, if these two had been
fostering a vain delusion, it wounld be better to
have it destroyed at once.

Arid s they wentout inte the ganden, where
they fuund Miss Avon again seated at hereasel.
She went gladly over to her ;s she had the tele-
gram in her hand,  For a second or two-she.
stoed jrresulute 3 then she boldly walked across
Uie Iniwn, and pat her hand on the girl's shoul-
der.  With the other. hand <he held the tele-
gram before Mary Avon's eyes.

“Mary,” said she, ina very, Tow nml uentlv
voives Wi vou wrmu to hxm new’ an»l -’L\l\
him to come back £

The i,n—l dropped the bru\h she had been ho!d-
ing on to the grass, and her face got very p’de

e Ob, haw could I do that 1" said she, in an
egually low—and frwhtoned-—v{ncc.

“Yousent him away,” © . i :

“There was  no - answer! 'lho cldar waman
waitéd'; she only suw that Mary, Avon’s fingers
were worl\xnv m-r\ously with the edge of xhe
palette,

4 Mary,” said she, ‘ut Ienwth, “am 1 n"ht in
imagining the cause ofyonr sending lnmnw.xy
\h\ 1 writs and explain, if yon wlllnot 15

“0h, how ean' vou Nphm #" the girl cmd
almost piteonsly. *1 1t is better as it is.  Did
vou ot hear what the kindest friend I ever
found in the world had to say of we yestenlay,
about yonug people. who were” too prudent; and’
were mereenary ; anil kow he had no respeet for:
youny: lwoplv who dmnﬂht 100 - much a!mut
u\nnvy "

¢ Mary, Mary !” t‘le ml:er said; ¢ he was not
speuking about vou. ' You mercenary 't He was
\ponkuw abouta younyg man who wouldl - thiow:
over his sweetheart for the sake of money.” You
mereenary ! Well, let ‘me appeal.to August
When I explain to lnm, and ask’him what hc-‘
thinks of you, [ will abide by his answer,” <. 7

“Well, I did not think of myself :-it was for.
his sake | “did it,"! said the giv, in R soniewlhiat;
Broken voice ; mul tears began to steal duwu Iur
cheeks. and she held het head away,

¢ \\ ell then, T won't bother you mw morv
Mary, il the other, in her kindliest way..
“1 wmxt ask vou to do anything,- exeep o
get ready to get down to the yacht.”

S Atonee P sadid the girl, instantly etting
up. and drying her'eyess She seemed greatly
velisved by this intimation nl' an nnmcd\.\te
start.

*CAs goon as tnv ‘men have bhc lus:g«g‘. tukou
dowu:! )

£ 0, that will bo \ery pluw\m - s'ml she,
imwediately beginning 1o put away Her eolours,”
“What a fine breeze ! Lam sure I shall be

ceady in fifteen minutes.” -

" Then the usaal bustle began ; mex\ngos ﬂgln"
upand down, and the gig and- dingey racing

By
welopk: everything “had” been g o
boanl" S Then  the W hite Doy geutly [Jlih‘d
away from her moorings ; we hud atnrtml ou our
Jastanit longest-voyage, -
It seemed. mumnomb]o agei since we uml been'

4 Well,“In'any’ ‘case,’ you “wills he more thnuk

Vthe snloon«-ns our absent fnend the Doctor ‘had

: ﬁdavs in' hls 3,ar~ht.

dinner,

Semehow's
Dl wot possession of certain” members: of this
‘party, withont any ostensible cause. ! There was

‘in‘our aéa- hnme. Aud tha' 'irﬂt glance round

remarked~—called “up a multitude, of recollee-.
tions, mostly converging to'a” “genecral senise of

KBURDEs, and remoteriess, and’ good M]awshlp

The Laird sank down' mto a corner of one of the:
couches, and'spid— - -
“ Wdl 1 think 1 eould spend Lhe rest of my
It cems as if 1 hud lxved
dny, many years.’

, von' wou!d ‘not let him remam “be- -
ow ;"it wag.a fine pajling day, and very soon
were albon deck:” A familiar scene t—this
.6 blue sen; curling with white hereand
with-a'dark bloe: sky ‘overhead, and all
‘the"grand’ panorama. of mountaing’ in
ieir rich September hues!.. The sea is never
amiiliar. In'its constant and moving change,

in it.for!

{its secret and shunbeéring power, its connection
““ There is not anothcr word :to:be smd about, :

xth tbe_ ‘great ‘duknown ‘beyoud the visible
you. never, become familiar  with ‘the -
We may  recognize the well- known . land-"
as wT%tedl avay to the north—the long

‘promontory . and - white' lighthonge of Ltsmor»

the ruins of Duart, the woods of Scallasdale, the
glimpse into Loch Aline—and we may nse these
things only.to calenlate onr progress ; but always
around usis the strange life, and motion, and
infinitade “of the sea " whichy never hecomes
familiar.

We had started with a lxz.'ht favourahle wind,
of the sort that we had vome to call a Mary-
Avon-gteering-breeze ;. but ‘after lupcheon this
died away, and wa lay idly for a long time oppo-
site the dark green woods of Fuinary. However,
thers was a wan  and spectral look about the
sunshine of this afternoon, and there was some
long, ragged shreds of cloud in the southern
heavens—just over the huge round shoulders of
the Mull mountains—that told us we were not
likely to be harassed by any ' protracted calms.
.\ml, in fact, oecasional puffs and squalls came
over from the south- which, if they did not send
us on wmuch f'\rther, at lvast kept. ever3bodv on’
the alert.

And at Ipunth \ve 00‘& it. The gloom over
the mountains had deepened and the streaks
‘of sunlit sky tha® were visible hiers and there had
a curious coppery tinge ‘abont them. ' Then we
heird a hissing in towards the shore, and the
darkening band on the sea spread rnndh ont to
us ; then theu- was a violent shaking of Wocks
anil spars, and, as tha White Dove bent to the
spmall, a mnstvfn"htful elatter was heard helov
showing that ‘some careless people had been
about. Then away went the yacht like an ar-
row ! We cared little for the gusts of rain that
came whipping aeroxs from time to time.  We
wonld not even go down to see what damage
hil been done in the abm~ Johu of .\k}o
with his savage hatred of the long calms . we
kad endured, refused 1o Jower his gaff topsail.
At last he was ¢ letting her have it .

We spun along, with the water hissing away.
from onr wake i but the syuall had not had time
“to raise anything of o sény:80 there was hutlittle
peed for the women to-davk’ their heals to the
apray. - Promontory after promontary, bav after
hay was passed; until far ahead of  us, through
the driving mists of rain, wecould make out the
white shaft of Ru-na-Gaul light-house. Dut here -
ayntheér condition of affuirs confronted us. When
we turned her nose to the south, to-beat into
Tobbermarry harbour, the squall was coming
‘tearing out of that cup ameng the hills with an
axeeading vmlmuc When - the spray sprang
high at the bows, the fiying shreds of it that
reached us bore an’ uncommon rtesemblance to
the thong of'a whip.  The topsail was got down,
the mizen taken in, and then we proceed-.d to
fight our way-into tlxe harbour’ in g - series of
tacks that seemed to last only a quarter of a
seeond: - What with the howlmg of the wind,
that blew! b-\ck his srders in his face, and what
with the ‘wet dorcks, that -caused ‘the men to
stumhle now mxd again ; -and what with the

‘number of vessels in the bay, ‘that ent “short his

tavks at every tarn, -Captain John of Skye had
an execiting txme of it. Butwe knew him'of old.
‘He ** put on " xn extra tack, when there wasno
néed forlt, and slipped thmua‘\ between  a fish-
“inyg-sinack and a large schoon(r, merely: for the
sake of ““showing- off.”? “Aund  then the IFhite
“Dove was allowed to) wo up - to the wind, and .
slowly slacksned her pacr, and the anchor went
ontwitha rear. We ‘were probably “within a
v.ml ol the precise spot where we ]nd ]'tst an
chored in the Tobbermorry bay. :
e blew and rained hard all that e 'cnms, and
we dbluot:even think of going on deck after
We swere squite: content s we were.
Mew and seeret spirit of cheerfuln

SN

no.-longer the depn*ssmn that: had prevailed
about West'Toch Tarbert. - Wheun: Mary Avon
>Inyed bezique with the Taird, it was to's searce-
y “audible . ncwmpm\menf of o 'l‘ - Queen's
\lmu. o :

Nor did the: evemng mss Avithout an mndmxt
w nnh\' of :some bnofmentmh. There ig, in the
17 kite Dove, 4 state:room which really. acts as
passage daring the day, between the saloonand -
the foresastle 3¢ aud, when this. state-room: is
not inuse; Master Fred i is in the lmblh of gon-".
‘\emnv it'into n sort of pmtr\' wemg that it
a lloms his galley. Now, on this evening, when

Cour shifty, Frederiek -Dlor-came ‘in. \\'lth soda
water snid suchilike things; he took

vt the: Rear-Admiral of the Fleet antboard s
ey heg yonr o pardon,.moem; bt thm‘o is no.
one m ilm atate-room, and will T use it for
t pantrey £

2 You will do nothing of tlm klud _
,qult.u sharply

ﬂ'o be eontmmui )

ccasion. to




