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SUMMER RESORT CONVERSATION.

“1 heand 21"
* Whe told you 1"
Y Her trend.” (1)
* You don't aay I
“OT s dreadfug 1
“ Yes, awful {*
“ Don't tell it, [ pray.”

*Good gracions !
“Who'd think it
VAL Well f Well 1"
* Dear me "

“I've had my
Kunspinions1™

“And ], too, you see ("

N0t ol them '
Nor seald them |
And the wash
Look right clean?
i get same
Frank Kiddalls!
The nawme 1 bave seen,”

“1'm gning 1™

* Das stay, love !
A T R

“T'm forlorn ™
* Parexsil, dear!”

“Gondbys, sweet!
I'm 50 plad she's gone 1™

BROWN'S WIFE ;

OR,
THE COST OF THE CENSUS.

“Two thensand a year, * nice honse and
garden, and forcing pits that produced the finest
pines in Enaland—tl at's «vhat the last eensns
but one cost we,” remarked my friend Brown,
as we sat sipping onr wine in his hospitable
mansion, after the ladies had left ve,

When 2 man makes a remark like the fore.
going one, it invariablv means that he has cime
store or anecdote rvady, which will explain his
aprarenily ambicuovs words, and is haping he
will he axked to repeat it. T was not =0 un-
friendlv ns ta micunderstand the hint, and in.
quirsd with due surprise and interest, how the
cepsns of 18~ came to Le such a costly affair
to Broan,

AL renplied myv friend. *“that’s a long
storv,” (1 hat thovght it wonbd hay: “Chnt jt'e
a frue ane, all the samve. Rut for that blessed
cersus paper, Minnie and T would have stepped
inta a cnue little forthne twentv vears sgn,
You knnw, Tsrnpose, that T was Ysft an arphan
verv ensiv in life, ard that my old uncle. mv
ovly surpeiving relative, adapted me.  Yon
didn't krow it? Well, veu do pow, then. Mv
ponr mother was my unele’s anle cister; thev
had been 1eft faitlv well off by their parents,
My unecle ambarked his monev in bnsiness, and
grew rich ;. my maother martied in onpesition
tn his wishes, lived a misermahle life for six
vears, and then waa left & penviless widow,
with epe child—mrself, My father, whom 1
don't remember, lived {nst long ennueh tahreak
his wife's heart apd pamble sawav her fortnne—
she only returred tn her brather’s hieuse ta die,
1t must ba canfossed that mv uncle’sexperiences
of matrimeny, As seen in mv sister’s case, were
net enentreging : perhans this was the reason
of bis settiing down intn the eonfirmed old
bachelnr that he did,  He loved his cicter ex-
tremilr——there wasz considerable differrnce in
sge between them--and he had been her guar.
dian zud pretectar till the day of her iil-starred
metriaee,  That preduced a conlness, bat he
opened his beart and home ta her in her tronbie,
and sceepted the charge nf her orvhan ehild.,
was kronght nn in his hease, edueated at hisz
exverse. 1 helieve he was really fond of me
afrer his fashineg, byt the nne great tronbleof hic
life had conred him.  He never recavered the
lncs of his sictery he never fergave the memory
of her hiusband, the man who had sfolen her
from him.

“ Marriage, in the ahstract, became abhorrent
to Bim : and it was always with a tone of testy
vexation that e spoke of his friend: making
fools of themeelves by entering into the fetters
of wedlack, " He lived 2 very qnuiet life in his
snuz hense at Clapham, and -devoted himself
vear by year more amd more exclusively to the
task of meney.-making.  He was not a miser ;
his eetablichment was a comfortable and afluent
ane, It | believe that, as time went oun, his
strorgest »ifcetions hegan to centre round that
money.  He always talked of me as his heir;
but ot the same time I was by no means liberally
supplicd with resourees for extravagance in the
present.  On my leaving school I was promptly
vrometed toa elirk’s stool in a merchant’s house
and there | wag found abiout twenty years apo,
in the epjoyment of a salary of £120 a year, aud
no prospect of a-forther inerease. I no longer
resided at Clapham. My uncle had retired from
husiness'and - hecome more reserved and unso-
eiable in bis habits than ever.  Now [ was pet-
tisgoninthe world, he remarked, T could afford
ta maintain myself s and I was nothing loth to
exchange the dreary dullness of the Clapham
mansion for the freedoin even of dingy lodgings
in Landon. My unile paid my rent, and I re.
ceived anoccasional present from him. | was
not extravagant, and managed well enough;
things were cheaper twenty vears ago, I really
helieve one reason of my uncle's close-fistednesa
was a dread lest, if 1 were thought well to do,

_some matritnonis] snare might be laid for me,
* You'll have everything liere one day, William,’
he weuld ‘say in monients of rare expaunsion,
<and | hope yon will keep things together as’l
have douc. ~ But remember, don’t make a fool
of  yourself and  marry. . Took at your poor

mother's lot ; why, if she hadn't thrown herself
away, she might have been alive and happy now.
Noue bat fools, sir, fools or knaves, go and get
married.’ ! :

I listened dutifully enough. My temptations
to commit the sin of matrimony were small.
We had no visitors to Claphanm except a busi-
ness friend or two_of ‘my uncle’s, generally old
bachelors like himself.- Mrs. Corbet, the house-
keeper, encournged my uncle in his solitary
habits. It would have Leen a sad misfortune to
ber had he been converted from his anti-matri.
monial views, and led to install a mistress at
the Lawn.  Mrs, Corbet had a good situation,
and she knew it. She lived with my uncle a
great many years, and was a handsome. well
preserved woman of fifty or thereahouts, almost
a lady in appearance amd manuners. My uncle
had a creat opinion of her; 1 had nat,. From
my childish days 1 knew she reganled me with
jealousy and aversion, although concealed under
a studied smoothness of manner. She was a
widow with one son, a youth of some yesrs
younger than myself. 1 beliove she looked on
me as the great obstaele to this Loy's fortune. 1
do not 1hink she could have cherished the idena
of ever induecing my uncle to marry her; but |
am sure she fancied that if he were qnite alune
in the world he would be as likely to bequeath
his money to his faithful honsekeeper as to leave
it to the hospitals. Then herdarling, her idol,
would be arich man. [ will do her the justice
to say that it was rather tor the sake of herson
than herself that she coveted the old man's
money. A cold-learted wowan, not too seru-
pulous in compassing her ends, she vet loved
that boy—a somewhat graceless vouth—wi han
iutense devotion.,  But for me she might have
been able to make him rich.  Children are
keen observers, and Mrs. Corbet’s stifled dislike
was 1o secret tn me in my boyhood, although
1 did not think my uncle perceived ir.  As1
grew up she disliked me yot more : it was jmll
amd wormweaod to think of me as my uncle's
heir.  This troubled me little. 1 knew my
unele was not likely to distuherit me in favour
of a stranger, unless we had some dire quarrel,
and there was not any likelihood of such an
event occurring, Since I had taken up my
abode in London 1 did not see much of my
uncle, and infrequent interconrse is often no
slight preservative to family concord.  When
sent for I went to Clapham; but my uncle
detested droppers in,” and it was an under-
stood thing that my visits were only accevt-
able when asked far,

“1 had plenty of work in Mesars, Harldie's
office, and found amusement for my leisure
hours,  Perhaps a tinze of my uncle’s unso.
ciableness maw in the family, for [ uever thonght
my rather solitary existence disagreeable, | hatl
no introductions in Lomdon: and, aitheugh 1
ot on terms of arquaintanceship with some of
my fellaw-clerks, our intimacy was conlined ta
a walk or a visit to the theatre in company. |
never visited at their homes, nor, indred, eared
to do so. | was fond of reading ; 1 sketched a
little. 1 had been accustomed to do without
companions all wy life; and my life at Isling-
ton was at least a far livelier one than my pre.
vious existence at Clapham had been,

*But when I was just twenty-five a new era
opened in my life. It began in a very corumon.
place fshion, some new lodgers came into the
rooms over mine. I think [ should have bardly
observed this fact had not their predecessnr been
a noisy medical student; aund the blissful lull
that took place after his departure induced me
to inquire one day, when I paid my rent, it the
upstairs room were now tenanted at all.” Yes,
they were: a widow lady and her daughter
had taken the rooms’; I should find them quiet
neighhours. I suppose sn,’ 1 said carelessly,
thinking that at {east they would not bring
home a party of noisy students late at nivht:
and [ thought no more of the new lodgers., Dut
after that day 1 constantly met them on the
stairg as | was going ta my work, two slender
figures ‘in' deep mourning, each carrying what
looked like a roll of music: whence 1 inferred
they went out givicg lrssons,

**1 suppose it was the manotony of my life
that made me observe any trifle that varied it ;
but | begon sometimes to think a little about
wy fellow-lodgers. 1 did not even kuow their
names, and of course had never aldressest them ;
but one day, in descending the stair, the yonng
lady had dropped her roll of musie, and I pick-
ed it up and returned it, receiving a ¢ thank
you,' in what struck me as the sweetest voies
{ever heard. After that [ ventured to lift my
hat when we encountered each other on the stair.
case, and the ladies would how in return but
there was something in their manner that chack.
ed any attempt at further acquaiutance. * Quite
the ladies, and hold themselves rather high," ny
landlady informed me, *although they went ont
teaching,  Mrs, Morton was a clergyman's
widow, and obligated to do something for her.
sell, . Very regular with their rent, like your-
self, sir.’ . :

‘1 cannot trace how that casual meeting with
my fellow-lodgers grew to be a featnre in my
day’s engagements ;. but, although our greeting
was a silent one, | should have been sorry some-
haw hud I gone ont teo early or too late to en.
counter those: biack-veiled fignres. 1 was sure
they were very poor; neatly as they were al.
ways dressed, 1 could see their garments were
well worn and they wotked very hanl. ~ They
often catne home later than I did from Lusiness,
and sometimes when ‘| was returning from the
rare dissipation. of a visit to the theatre | could
see the light atill burning in the sitting-room
above mine. My garrulous landlady informed

me that the ladies * did a sight of writing ' when
they were at home, whence [ inferred that they
occupicd themselves either with copying or
sume such employment in their leisure time.
Thus passed some months ; then came a change
—only the younger lady went out daily. Alter
observing this T inquired of the landlady il Mrs.
Morten was iudisposed. Yeg, the poor July was
* queerish,’ and miss had persunded her to keep
at home a day or two, Merting Miss Morten on
the stairs next day, I ventured to inquire after
her mother, and was snswered gontly and cour-
teously, but not in a- manner that encouraged
further advances. My fellow-lodgers were de-
cidedly reserved,

« However, having broken the ice, 1 regularly
inquired after the sick lady every li‘nue I met the
younger one, and was surprised to find 1'10“' the
sweet face, momentarily lifted to mine in reply,
dwelt in my memory all day,

o Mes, Morten did not get better; anxions
lines were showing themselves in the daaghter's
face, and my Jandlady toht me that she thought
Miss Morten was working too hanl. 1 was
really becoming futerested in myv neighbours,
engnged in fighting the battle of life —so hard 10
lonely wonten. 1 caulid see it was the oll sud
story—iliness bringing increased expenses, and
menns failing to meet them, the poor girl work-
ing double tosupply the mother' fniling powers,
Strangers as they were to me, | piticd and sym-
pathized with them,

“Oue evening my musings were interrupted
by a tap at my door, and on opening i, to my
extreme surprise, 1 fonnd Miss Morten on the
thieshold, o brief, agitated wordy she apole
gizedd for her intrmsion ;. but ber mother was
taken so sueblenly worse, the Tandlndy and sere
vant were out, she was afraid to lewve the ju.
valid s would 1 pardon the liberty, ami—1 wili
go for the doctor at onee,” Teried, eizing my hiat
and hureving off before the poor gitd could stam.
mer out herapologies and thauks; and, being
fortunate to find that geoteman at home, we
soan returned together.  OF course, 1 did not
accompany kim upstairs, Lug, after some inter.
vid, he came to my reom.

CAre thore adies relatives or fricuds of
yours ' he inquirad,

1 explained that they were not.

* O fear the case is a hopeless one,” he said
gravely.

¢ I they have friends they should ba com-
municated with at once,  The young hady does
not realize the davger, but I behieve Mrs. Mor.
ten is sinking rapisiv. 1118 a case of Jow fever,
uat infectious, bat a very bad tvpe: 1 shonid
say greadle inducesd 1y over-work of some kinid,
and probably augmented by insatticient nourish.
ment.’

* 1 hinted that I believed that the fadiss wore
none too well ¢ff. ¢ Prohuably, very probably,
said the doctur—~he was a Kind-hearted man, bt
cases of genteel poverty were so common in his
experience that his tnterest in them was some-
what dulled, <1 will Jook tn azin to.-morrow ;
but, 1 repeat if the ladies have suy friends they
onght to becommunicated with.” | found means
of conveying this opinion as gently ay passible
to Miss Morteu shortly afterward, and at the
samo time requesting her to employ my serviees
in any way they could be of use.  She thanked
me with the same geotle reserve of manuer, |
was very good, but there was nothing she re.
quired,

“ But the weeks went by, and I gradually
nequired a slight intimacy with her. Mra. Mor-
ten lingered on, steadily deeliving. | dared not
offer any assixtance that lowked like pecuniary
ald ; but T used tobring hul¥ wifts of fruit and
flowers for the dyving woman —1 am afraid | said
they were presents to me from the Claphamn
hot-iouses—aud 1 went on errands & and anes
~the night before poor Mrs. Morten died—]
finished some copving that Minnie had promised
to semd to the publishers that day, aud eould not
quit her mother’s pillow 1o vomplete,

*“Poor, geutle Minnie * these days of trouble
brought us much tozether. 1 soon learned all
her hitlo story, Obliged 1o leave the pretty
country vicarageafter her father’s death ; crming
to London, hoping to be able to earn a living
with her mother; working hard, living scan-
tily 1 it is the old, old tale of hundrets of paor
women, well-born, well-educatel, left alone in
the worl, withont ascistanee, to fight their way
a3 hest they can. The Mortens had no friend«
in Fugland, Mr. Morten’s brother had emigrat-
ed years ago and settled in Australia, Minnie
had not heard of bims for '8 long time, and did
not know his address.  Mr«. Morten had heey
an orphan. A cousin of her father's was the only
person Minute could apply to for either adviee
or assistance ; but he was a hard, coid nian, .with
a largs family, very unlikely to do much.
Nevertheless, “when poor Mrs. Morten “died,
Minnie did write te lim, askiug, not for pe-
cuniary help, but for employinent ; perhaps he
could obtain her a situation as governess or com-

anion. His reply came the duy of the funeral,

had made the simple arrangements; and now
Minnie and the kind-hearted landlady—wh o hal
accompanied her on ‘her sad- jonrney—had re.
turned.  Lwent upstairs to see if'1 conld bo of
any farther service. 1 found - Minnie weeping
bitterly, and she at last showed me Wer cousiu's
letter, = - o i

“** 1 never felt suzh a fervent desire to kick a
feilow-heing as:1 experienced on reading that
letter, What a creature the writer was ! |t was
u long epistle. -His surprise at being applied to
by so distant s connection’ took u [ull page to
express itself, Then he had a good deal to say
about:Mr. Morten's ‘sinful imprudence’ in not
providing for hia family” after his decoaso (the

valua of his living having been £150 a year) .
and then came such a jeremiad about “lapg
timea ' and hisown heavy expenses, that | be -\‘
to despair of ever coming to & reply to ;\l’inn?:-}l
request for ndvice and aid, - At last 1 gat tg u,:
real pith of the letter. “The cousin, wha waq

rich wan and had bern under considerahle (,1,1?_
gations to Minnie’s father, mado the orphay girl
the following munificent proposal : . it
ngreed that she wastoo young to continge li\-i,,g
in lodgings and going out giving daily leyaons
as she and ber'mother had dove. ” He conld yof
see his way to obtain her any employmeny and
conld not support her in illencss (* T hevur :h'kt--l
such a thing,” broke in poor Minuie, with .
irg cheeksl, anmd, therefore, overything considg.
ered, it seemed her wisest course to t|~_‘".m-_] track

out her -unels in_ Australin, “w nunrer relativ,

than I, and more bound to assist you.' The
writer was willing to advince the sum for 4
Ateerage passage o Sydney, and tenst to ¢ wonr

gratitude and sense of honesty to topay me oyt
of yonr finst earnings.” Ounee arrived ar 1),
colony, Minnie would doubtless be able ty dis.
cover toees of her uncle, or abtain some rmplyy.

ment.  Anyhow, she would be cheaply off 1)y
cousin’s hamls.  ©A steerage passage,” aned 1o

arrive friendlexs in au unkuswn caupeey o
the man had young daughters of his owy, v §
looked at the fair, delieate girl. Minuie ha)
borne up bravely for a long time, but a sepse o5
utter sdesolation seemed to fald on her now,

EOh, what shall Tdo 2 she eried piteausty

1 ook her cold Hutle hand. N
n strerage passage 1o Australic
fand and —marry me’

“Of course, it was g foolish husiness, 1 glwaya
acknowledge that, thongh neither of us ev or 1o,
gretted it for a second afterwanl,  T{ seengy |
# badd maral o eur imprudence that eur mare
shonld have beew such nn exeeptionaily b
one ; bat there—so it was,  Adter all, we
seenta great deal of eireh other Jlyping
werks of Mrs. Morten™s ilness, and fad g
ware intimately acqutinted with eneli ather
chararter aud disposstivn inthis intereayes 1hag
we conld have during a whole Landon <.
parties.  Ttwas secing the devp, uneelfiag 4
tion that existed between Minnie and her motlio;
that first opensl my eves to the loneliye
my own lot.  No ane hal ever loved e
this manner. My anche hatd ensiforne § Loy
on we, but T eonld never recadl bearing ar
deariag word from bis lipe, tor abseryed ¥y
shoaw a symptom of affection for e, H.
ine sa T aight have acted ware openly 1o
him 3 but he bl never eared to win
denes, and 1 therefore had less seraple i,
holding 1t.

“We were marrisd gquictly abant a s
after Mra, Mortet' s death ;) Minnie 1o her deey
neurping, oue good fandbely our oniv wid F:u;
guest,  Ir happened o be the tioe of my usnnd
ann =gl habliday, and | tonk my Wride toa guee
little watering.placs on the Normandy o
where wo spent thve weeks of sl o
happiness that 1 really think that § ferot
abont my uncle and his probable Tding, Wi
he heard of my marriage.

C Mannis's tender Little vonseirnce was une
at the fdea of appesring decnstivl, but 1y
her by promising to explain evervihing s
return, 8o tauch better thon writinge !
She, poor litthe sonl, way iguarant
John's views of rastrimony in generd, and
bat cittie fear of consequences. | was Lo |
tothink abaut them at all

On our return | found ) detter fran U
John aunouncing that he had been opb:

tuxton to drink the waters; Mrs, €Con
going with him. Jf be Tked the place b
boaway a montlior two s | need not go (o

ham 11l | waz sent for,  Tuis came Like a o
prieve ; of courae [ must tell hun, but

Do e tae
Stay iu B

py

ol

ast,

of

YLt it ba dune, an Mab doth say
* Ye#,” quith the earf, ' but nol tosday’

“Weare all prone to put off a «dfsagraes
task as long as posaibie.

*Time went by, such a new life of 1
ness had ovened before me, ouly anun
led my sohitary, nnloved existenee ronld
appreciste the change.  The bright fwe at
threshold to greet me on my tetirn from swork
the daily sweet companionship; the hot bk
Minnie's skilful fingers gave 1o our shabiby fittle
roomé ; the growing conscimtaness that §had
won a prize far ghove rubies in oy w
cup of happiness sromed fudeed fufl.
this workaday world sordid and comnionple
consbferations insist on bLeing taken into ae-
count ; and wonderful housckeeper as Minuiv
was, sheaanld not auceeed in makiog the v
that sufficed for one person prove equally satis-
factory Tor two. At first she hal insisted
(sorely against my wishd in eontinning some
portion of her datly tuition, but cirewmstanes
‘now obliged her to give this up entireiy.  We
had ‘been married six monthe, and there was a
prospect of our happiness—aund pur expenses-—
being bys-and-bye increased,  Minnie was in
delieate health, and the idea of our marrmge
being still a sncret one sceme] to prey on her
mind.  Wo were deceiving iy uncle, she per
sisted 5 it wna not ‘honest ; and though my
aflection for my unecle was nat so vivid as 0
make me equally sensitive on this point, 1 feit
that, with the expected increnge in our expenses,
I "ought to endeavour to' earn more, -lincie
John “might, if he chose to use his influenen
nmong s city friends, easily procure me a tar
better situation than’ ['now held ; bur, then,
would he choose. whon ha kuew of the crime
had comuitted 1 g

**1 did not despair ; all my life hitherto T had

lut
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