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ON TUE tFPPER OTTAWA.
PROM MATTAWA TO TEM IOCAM INGUE-ARRI VAL

0F THE HUDSON BAY COMPANY'S PUR PLEET
-A LONG JOURNEY IN A BARK CANOE-IN-
CIDENTS 0F CAMP LIPE - SRMOUNTING
THE RAPIDS-GRAND &CENERY-A PICTUR-
ESQUÙE MEETING-AN EXCITINGC CNOR RACE
-LIFE AT A HUDSON BAY COMPAN'S POST-
CROQUET AND ICE CREAM IN THIl WILDS"

* -A GLIMPSE 0F INDIAN LIFEr-THE RE-
TURN TRIP'.

The timber had ail passed and Mattawa was
* settling down into a haif sleepy state, prepar-

atory to breaking up when the fall shou[d once
more bring back tesanyme n and trade. I
waited the arrivai of the Hudsn Bay Compay'te
canoes with the season's fure from a widesec-
tion of the countrv. 1 had met some weeks be-
fore, at Pembroke, Mr. Colin Rankin,. one of the

*prorinent officers of the Company, wlio kindly
invited me to extend my tour to hie h:7-
quarters on Lake Temiscamingue. It was juat
such a trip as 1 had long desred, the country
through which I should pass being known to
but few besides the Hudson Bay people, a few
missionary priests and the lumbermen. So I
looked forward to the day of embarkation with
great pleasure, and often scanned the river for
the expected fleet-for, Temiscamingue being
far out of the range of the telegraph or daily
post, the time of arrivai was greatiy a matter of

* conjectur*. Two or three days had passed
pleasantly when about ten o'clock on a fine

* right morning some one with a quick eye dis-
covered the long, mauy paddled canoes turnirg
the bend in the river. I wau quiet]y"pddling
my own canoe u h Mtaaandhadjuet
felt the pull of aufine black base en my trolling
line when a viliager came running aloug the
bank shouting that the canoes vg i sight.
I quie.kly gained shore aud runiiig uy the
ridge on which the Hudson Bay Company e post
is, sitnated, beheld as pretty a sight as I ever
remember. The seenery 1 have before attempt-
ed to describe-a beautiful, quiet stretch of
water betweeu verdure lad mnountains, and ap-
parently land-locked. Down this sped fonr of
the largest birch -bark canoes afloat-e-.very pad-
die dippiug into the placid water at the self
same instant, the dusky voyageurs bending man-
fully to their work iwith the regularity of dlock-
work; in the bow and stern of eachl graceful
crft a statuesque figure wielding a great pad-
dUs majesticaliy and ateering be.r as atraight as
ever arrow flew. The sharp bows eut through
the water without causing.a ripple, but the ra-
pi1y-pl *ied paddles left a wke like a steari-

A RUT BRNE

Wheu w wthiu uarter of a mile of shore a
musical voies struck up one of the oid French
songe which fit so well to the thud and splash
of the paddle. The four crews gave the ce orus
as.one man-not yeliing at t he top of their
voi ce, but softly and musically ; then the quaint
air again and the chorus, louder this tume as the
canoes entsred the pretty bay where the land-

*ing wouid be made. la a minute, while the
drsawiy speli which the uovelty, the beauty
and the music had put upon me, yet lastsd, the

* four canoes were resting on the soft eand and
the crews wsre rapidiy carrying the nestiy-p acked bundies of fra ashore.. There was no
lus or noise ; greetings wereq uietly but warm-
iy exchanged; the me ieee pleased that the
jourusy had been accomplished, but thers was
vsry littie taiking. The contents of each cauoe
wers pilsd separately, and when ail were iandsd
the packs were carried up to one of the store-
houses whsre they were chscked off the liet or
bill of ladiug. Thee were between twsuty and
thirty thoueandiakins in aUl-from silver fox to
mnus1krat-all sorts and ail sizss-bear, lynx, wolf,
beaver, otter, mink, martin, &c., &c. They
were packed iu bundisa of a size snd weight
handy for carryirg acrose thos portages whsre
the patch of wiater would flot warrant the risk
of runuing the daubes- fuliy laden. With the
aid of a "tusip-lis>e" a man would carry thres
of the pýacke. A tumpi-iine, IT may ep.ilain, in a

and old veterss-one of the latter a Scotchmau
namoed Garson, who haed been twenty.four years
in the Company's service aud in that time had vi-
sited uearly every part of the vast territory over
whieh their operations oxtend. Gareon le a style
of a clasm of mon fast disappearig-one of the
oid "body-servant" stamp, haif-sailor, haîf-
valet; with a profound respect for " the Com-
pany" a littie leas than love for its immediate
represetative ; with the frame of a giaut and
the nature of a child ; equai to any emerqeLcy ;
makiug self a considuratiou of secoudary impor-
tance ; as brave as a lion ; a simple-hearted,
(iod-fearing soul. Garson had more than once.
been offered charge of a pont, but had respect-
fully deciiued, preferring te live his old simple
life, iookod up to by hie fllows, but free from
the cares and responsibilities of a "bos." The
savinge of his lifo are deposited with the Coin-
pany-for whom, as 1 before remarked, hie en-
tortains the highest opinions, holding the se-
curity to be far suporior te the Bank of Eugiand.
He draws but a trifiing amount of his wages-
his waats being but few and the service insuring
omployees' board and lodgzingr. I was surprised
one day wheu the tume was iaakkd, to see Garson
draw. from bis fob a magnificent goid, wateh
which couid hardly have cost leas than $200.
This was the oniy iuxury the old chap allowed
hianseif, 1 beliove. He speaka Indian, French
and Gulic, beaides English, sud je known amonq
hie fellow workers sud the Indiana as " Papa,'
and as tiuch looked up to and respected.

The meu having enjoyed a smoke sud a rest
set about different tasks. Soins looked after
the canoos, turning the huge, but light, craft
over sud repairiug auy seam. that shewed a crack
lu the resinous compound which. covers the
joints. This operation le gone tbrongh fre-
quently during a journey whsre there are rapide
rsquiriug the boat te be portaged or carried ovor.
It 15 Dot ofteu that a good eanoe le wrenchod or
bruised se as to leak badly, but the Indiana be-
lieve lu takiug "a stitch luntiie." EeCh canoo
carries a suppiy of " gum" as thoy call it.
When a seani requires. "guînmiug" a piece of
the substance is laid ou the place sud moltod
by meaus of a place of wood on fire but not
flamiîîg. This torch jes haped liko a Y witb
the arme eloiigated sud less preading. The
operator holde the crotcb over the seam sud
biowe upou the charred wood, producing a glow
which speediiy softens the guin. Lu his right
hand lhe hoide a littie woodeu trowel with which
lie epreada the gum where it is wanted, sud
flnally giving the firo a steady blow the sub-
stance assumes a emooth, shining surface sud
thus a neat joint le obtaiued. While thia wae
going ou, othere p ut up the tenteansd othors

*gi set about cookting pork, msking tes sud
bakiung brosd. The bread le made lu a bag sud
baksd in frying paus which are set. ieaning
againet s log placed close to the fire. By dark
ail was quiet about thé camps. The men rose
at daybreak-I wae net !there to ses them, but
they teid me so. The day was occupied in do.
vering.the packs cf furs with waterproof cloth
te guard againet damage duriug the trip te the
seaboard and acroas th e oean-ali being de-
stined for the London market. Thon the mis-
Icelaeus supplies-te a, provisions of various
kinda, bals of dry-goods, sud ail sorts of knick-'
kuacks-inteudsd for poste up the river, -were
serted eut sud svsrything was made ready for an
early start uext meruiug. They got off about
7.30, threeofo theni, the fourth in which 1 was
to accompauy Mr. Raukin beiug auuonnced to
leave the following day. The way the buge
piles of merchandize were stowed sway in thos.
canoes was iittle short of miraculous. To me
the losd as stacked ou shore soemed larger than
the cauoe, yet te the ioad there were to be added
a crew of nine meu! But when the work began
the packages sud' chesta of tes disappeared ra-
pidiy-poles the length ef the canes beiug firat
placed slong the bottom to distribute the
wsight. The merchandize was placed s0 as te
leave siasl s paces for the paddlere who st two
abreast, level with the guuwale of the cauoe.
The paddles used in these large canoes are not
like the ordiuary paddles, but with a blade long
sud nsrrow, perhsps not over three sud a haîf
juches wlde. Ths men at the bow sud steru,
however, have huge paddbes, with wbich they
eau iitershly lift the esuos whitbor they want
it. The manipulation of these great paddles in
the rapide ia truly marvêllous. The great,
whjrliig surging waves, seemingiy bout upou
the destruction of the light floatiug craft, ap-
pear te be rendered poweriees when the bowemau
dipe hie psddle' sud mereiy belda it lu a certain
position. The canes which before seemed about
te- 1- e ;..fedluks uge4c4i-1"1or1 ater r-

ioaded until' there la absolutely ne room te stick
lu another man or pile up auy more bales. W.
fsred buxuriousiy. There le sometbing about
travelling lu a large canoe which makes it su-
perior as regards comfort to suy other formn of
water couvoyance. Sittiug lu a row boat, even

tbhou hbit be the meet exquisiteiy fiuiehed skiff,
opeeziy beomes dreadfubiy irkseme sud thero
le no chance te change one's position. Even ou
a steamer the situation is but s littîs botter ; oe
bas sither to sit ou a stiff seat, stand, or recilue
lu a close etate-room sud bs ail that la worth
seeing aiong the route. But in a large canes
you ride lu regal style, the seat beiug so ar-
rauged that you eau eitber ait as if lu a sofa.
etail, or bu i uxurioueiy as if ridiug lu the nob-
biest of " Brougharas." Thers le ample room
to strotch your iimba-how ofteu eue longe for
this wheu ridiug ilu11"Palace Coaches' behiud
the " iron borse ?'-sud there le a nice soft
backiug whicb permits you te reline at any
angle you please. To this le te bo sddsd the
* peculiar motion of the canoe-difféest te auy
other sort of progress-stesdiiy ouward, but wîtb
a regular ries sud fail as if the iight craft woro
poseossed of life sud was eager te press forwsrd
yet faster. Thoe ound of the paddlos digging
inte the water, followed instautly by the dul
thud caused by the sbafts beiug brought ebarpiy
agaluet the guuwaie, exorcises a eoothing in-
fluence upon the mind sud sets oee umIlng

ipomptu aira te whicb the regular splash sud
beat keope time.

" ALL ABOARD
1

Saying "«au revoir" to our good friends at the
Mattawa Post we pusbed off; the Union Jack
floatiug lu the storn shoota of our gabisut craft
sud our worthy commodore singing in hie best
style "En roulant muaboule," the crew glving
the chorus with a will, at the saine time putting
the cauoe along in ively fashion. It was s
iovely day. bright sud breezy, the darkest gleus
of the forost were lit up sud the littie birds sang
as if for very joy. Se ws skipped gaily over the
wavelts ; Mattawa wlth ail ita white bouses
aud great bouldors seemed to r3lnk into the
waters, sud at lisat we turued the bond sud couid
bear the roar of the first rapid. This le cailed

TIIE DEMICHARCIE,

because it la unual te iighten or haif unload
canoos at this point. We were banded sud the
mou towed the canos up, two being in the boat
sud the rest mauuing s long lins which they
bauled sloug shore, somietimos wading up te
their middle. A novice weuld think it impos-
sible te take a boat up some of the places, but
the voyageurs nevor back down ; if at a parti-
culsrly tough chute, tbey will sometimes rest
makiug the lins fast te a trse, sud the meu lu
ths daube holding ber stesdy with polos, thon,
after a brief breatbing epeil, thsy will literally
wallc ber up the foamlng current through nar-
row gorges, poit-jagged rockes ud ail without
grraziug tho bark lu the slightest degree. A
short pade brought us te another rapid cslled
" The Cave," which was overcomo without dis-
chsrgiug cargo. About four miles furthsr ou
we were co4ifronted by

L' ERABLES RAPID8,

the rougbost ou the route wbers everytbiug,
frelgbt sud cargo, had te, be portaged. This
was doue very quickly-thres men oasily car-
ried tho canes, turned bottoin upwards, sud
the invaluable " tump-liues" made short work
of the numereue package. Lt booked very funy
to ses the liuge boat moving sbowiy through the
bushes-the men carrylug it being invisible-
sud suggested te my mind soins antediluvian
animal _roping for tber river. Hors we had our
firet meai and keenly 1 eujoyed it, the fresh air
sud oxcitemeut doubtîesse heiping my appetite.
Our repas't cousisted of rashers of bacon, fried
cris t, brssd and butter sud sxcellent tes. Our
cioth was spread under the shade of a friendly
tree sud wild roses miugied their fragrance with
the arorna svobved from the eteaming pot of
choice Bohes. The men had finished their rusai
sud once more packed the cargo lu the canes ere
we had got tbrough our dessert, which »couisted
of wil d raspberries sud blueberries picked among
the rocks close by. There was every temptatien
te linger awhile, iudeed the saine msy ho said
of ail the rapide, for they are cbarscterizsd by s
wild grandeur whicb la verv fasiuatiug. The
L'E3rablee portage is very grsatby* improved by

p rivate entorprise, sud uext year travelbers wibl
fd the narrow pstb rspbaced by s good wsggou

road and teaime ready te transport frsight acreas.

but the ice la aiwaye bad ou account of the
inountalu rapida beiug a short distance above,
hence the bridge, which le built lu sections,
joiued with chains sud pulled across by iens
of s wiudbase. During the time the rafts sud
loge are ruuning it le stretcbed eut aioug choe.
A toîl of twenty-five conte per vehicie is chargpd.
Lu the vicinity of the bridge-thst le to sây
away bsck of the mountaina le Snake Lake
wbere Mi. Eddy has timber imits. The Moun-
tain Rapide bave uotbing re.msrkable about
tbem, except that ou the Ontario elde of the
river there is a very higb mountain, frein wbich
the rapide take their naine. The next stage in
our jouruey was the outrance into what le
termed

SEVEN LEAGUE LAKE,

a pleasantly diversified stretcb of unbroken
water about eigbteon nmiles long-the seven
beagues being the paddle measuremeut of the
old, voyageurs. Mauy deligbtfub bits of scenery
delight the lover of the picturesque as hie jour-
neye tbrough this part of the Ottawa.

MOSQUITOS.

The spproacb of uight cased our leader to
look eut fer s suitabbe spot for camping sud, a
clear, grassy bsnk beiug spied, we were soon
ashere sud in a briof space of time there was a
good fire blaziug sud the tente pitehed. We
ste Our oveiiug meal sested as closeiy as po@sible
te the fire-for the mosquites eeemed particu-
bsriy deairous of making our acultance. The
emoke held thein pretty wel=i hck, sud lu-
deed we wers not greatly troubied by tbem at
any tino during our jouruey-the season seoine
te have been a bad eue for files-for which
Providence ho tbsnked, for 1 was teld that wbeu
the "lfies' -undor whicb bead are iuinped
niosquites, biackflieesud sandfliee-ars reably
in a healtby condition, life lu these parts is
hardly worth baviug. 1 wouid strongly advisp
evoryone wbo proposes to travel duriug May,
June sud July, not onby lu the Ilwilda," but lu
the rural districts generaily, to provide bimsesf
with a meequito net for use at uigbt. Tbey
eau ho made very eheaply sud will fold into a
very emali compass. The beat shape la oblong,
about six feet long, tbree feet wide sud three
feet deep, with tape booka at the four corners ad
that the net eau be euspeuded with strings. I
remember many a eleepbeas nigbt passed lu
hotele at fashionable summer resorts when I
would have given aimeat snytbing for eue of
these excellent contrivanees.

AN EARLY START.

We al ebept welsud wers roused juet as the
stars wers be Fnuing te fade. IlThat'f4 moru-
iug, Garson !'ssid our chief, enquiriugly ecan-
niug the eky. IIYes, air," auewered the vo-
teran. Lt was about three o'clock. Wblle the
cauoe was bei.u, mrade rsady we took s cup of'
tea-iutendiug te breakfast later -sud in s few
moments we were aBloat sud quickby spseding
over the placid water. Tbough lu the middle
of June the air was quite cbilby tiil the sun
rose, but about ten o'clock we wers fairly
scorcbed. The sdvautages of an oarby etart
wers very plbain. Before. we began te feel the
heat wo nad made splendid headwsy snd could
welb afford te, take it easy until the temperature
moderatod, but the voyageurs seemed te be
beat-proof sud- paddled oun witb a steady stroke
as tbough they formied a single pisce of machin-
ery sud were set to work at a certain rate of
speed. We brsakfasted beueath the sbade of
noms overhaugiug tress by the river-sido. Thte
canoe was moored broadaide on by uens of two
sapluge tied to the cross-buresud beld ou shore
by a pile of rocks. bn this wsy it rides easiby
sud is kept frorn chsfiug. Two fires were
blazing-the mou cooking for tbemsebveesud
Garson atteuding to our wante-tbs arema of
broiled bain was. seau suiffed sud within ton
minutes sfter bsnding we wers oujeying a firat-
rate mesi. The rapidity witb which these meass
lu the wilds wers prspared sud the quietuesa
which charscterized the whole preceediug struck
me as most reunarksble. I venture te say that
with s cempauy of any other nstiouality thers
would be noise sud clatter, one calliug for this'
sud another for that, ondiug, perbape, lu s
series of disputes or a dowuright quarret: But
witb the ludiaus sud old voyageurs quietues
sud rsgularity are, sppareutly, cardinal virtues
sud common characteristies. Throughout the
wbole trip Iuever heard su sugry word or ne-
ticed au angrry look-all worked hsrmôniously
snd cheruliy.

THE LONG SAULT RAPIDS.


