
2I2 THE HARP.

follow the heads of the Septs, and ncar
the door the janitors or miied appara-
tors, each having his spear besido him.
On the other side of the king is the
place of othier kings, should any bc pro-
sent, thon tic Tanaiste or siceossor,
and other Righdamnas or iaterials of'
kinigs," that is porsons who by birth
and wealth, are oligible to be clected
king. At tie extrein end, iu- felic
wal ai e hostages who have fIoifeited
pledges, in fetters. On the opposite
sido in front of the king are the king's
bodlyguaici offour' mnicî-frccd mon of the
kiing whomn he had delivered from
slavery inheritcd fionm birth, ci to
-which) they liai been condemnneld by
debt or crime. Jii an age of pcrpetiial
warfar n and violence the gratitude of
the slave iwas esteeincd a greatoir safe-
guard than even the tics of blood, Per-
haps it might b well to romark that an
insolvent debtoi becamnc the property of
his creditor in Ireland, as in ancient
Rome, and indccd, iii nost ancient so
cieties. There vere phaces for the
poct, the harper, and the piper, the
hornblower', the smoith, the goldsnith,
the fool, anîd the juggler all 0f whon
miglit be considered as gentlemen of' Che
household. The attoudaits arc a very
miscellaneouis body, uamong them are
many Saxon slaves, and thodondnts
of former ones. It is only tle higlher'
ranks of the household who are pro-
vided with bedsi the othors lie on Che
-bonches, vlile the mncaner nieibers
aid the atteidaniits slocp on flic gromicds,
in the kzitciei, ci cabins outside the dun.
Tholiving room or hall J. have been
describing served also in part as a
kitceneI fi joint were roastcd ai; tlie
fire,,and the soup boiler wras suspcnded
o-or it. Thc grimiding of meal, and he
domestic work of Che kinîg's hoise, aind
of the houses of thl: fláiths, or lords,
was perfor.ined by slaves who were pîur-
chased or received as lurcrcc, or wager,
nromn some high'er king. 'ii pagal
times the uutnl)er of pcrsons caried off
in plhndering expedlitions froni 3itains
seeins to ave been considcerable. Ii
Ciiristian times there w-as a reguhu
trade in slaves, wiicli con tin ued through-
-out the whole period Iarn deseribiing.
Besidos fthcslayes obtnined by war,
pùrchaseor gift, there wns alson a-
Mnerous ciass who werc in astate of ser-

vitudo noit better than that cf lith forcign
slaves. Tho lise of' flic terni cunial, as
a iieasire of valie, shows o molir-
ocs at one period miist have been Ch
feial slves. Tle children of kiigs
and of tfhe ipper classes wero not ienar'ed
at homîe, but were soit to somiîe one also
to be fostercd. 'Tlie childrcnl of' fh
greater kings wre fostered gener-
alfly by lic iniiuor' kinîgs of* Chcir oiwn
rank. This fsterge iiiiglt be donc
for love, or somîîe ot her advantage, but
it was generl ly a iatte cf prof i, aid
therc are niuiierous iaîws exfauit fixing
tlie cost, and rogiulatiig tle fod anid
dr'ess of the foster child accordinîg to
his rank. 'Tlie tics'created by fostcrago
were icarly as close aild as biiding oui
the chil drein as thiose of' blood. FVoster-
age was oic of the mîîost curiouis aild
impor'taiit institions of o-i ancestors.
The dess of ti king and the gentîe-
miin of' his loiischold wa.lis simnilar to
that of a Scottislh Lighllnlder, bef'oreo
it deeerated ilnto ftle 'prescit, conven-
tional garb of a lighiuid regiment.
There was first tl icen, a kiid of' loose
shirt general ly, of woollein cloth, but
soictimunes iicnitioned as bei ng cof linon,
'eacliniîg a little below tle kices of
mi and formîîîinlg whîait would now be
called flie kilt. This gament was of'
diffoieeit colors-cach tribe or clam hav-
ing iapparently special colors. 'Tlie
llînmber of' colors in tle drco,s inidicated
thlie ranîî k, slaves îaiving oni1ly ce.
Over file enn caile he ilonar, a kiid of
closely litting tunie r'cachinîg fO fho
hips, aid boind aroiind Che waist 3by a
girdle r saf, of'te c osoine ric color,
cspecitlly purplc, and frequently tle
gift of a lady. Over thme left ,shoulder
and flistedicc with a broocli hung fho
rat, a shawl or plaid xtactly like flic

Scotch one. This garment replaced lio
skin or fur of' a wjild beast of earlier
timies, aid .the brooch ih hornui with
whicli it was Jstoed by tLhongs. Tho
fet eithr cintirely: iaked oi cncatsed. iii
shoces of raw hide fastoned with thongs.
'Tlie onI. di fference betw'cei tle i'dress
of' mon and woiciwias that tlice rn of
the latter rcached icarly to tîhe aneles,
and fbied a pttictat iistcad of, a kilt.
Thlie frmemnc wor'e tleir' hir long, an
pr'idcdf tlhemiîsclhOs ii ;its cuiiiliig into
i'inglots. lhey.,sometims confined it
at theh back of' tlio had in a coiical
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