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Africa and tho islauds of the sea. Tho United
States hava gained no increaso of territory since the
acquisition of Alaska in 1867, The population of
the republic 100 yuars sgo was about 4,000,000.
Assuming it now (o be 60 millions, we find a gain
of 56 millions in the century, During the same
period the British ompire has added 295 millions.
The empire is old, but-aot in decay. In fact never
in the thousand years of its history has it displayed
such aggressivo vitality, such unprecodented pro-
greas as within tho .past hundred yoears, It fears
comparieon with none, not oven the gre-t republic,
in growth of territory or population, or in-material
and intellectual advancement.—Telegraph.

“Il' IS WRITTEN."

A good preacher once gave his auditors the privi-
loge to ssk any quostion thoy plessed. A .gentlo-
man arose and said, Do you believo.that baptism
is necessary?’ The preacher answored, ‘‘Jesus
said, Suffer it to be so now, for thus it.becomoth
us to fulfill all rightoousnees.” ‘“But,” said the
man, “do you think it is necessary?” Again the
proachor said, ‘‘Josus snid that many of the Scribes
and Pharisees rejooted the counsel of God.against.
themselves by refvsing to be baptized of John in
Jordan.” “But what do you think of it} said the
man., Again the answer came, ‘‘Jesus said, Go,
teach all nations, baptizing them into the-name of,
thy Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” ‘You are
trifling with me,"” said tho querist, *I want to
know if you. think it is necessary.”” Said the.
proacher, *‘Jesus said, Excopt a mau be bern of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the.
kingdom of Heaven.” *‘‘But I want to know what,
is your opinion of the matter,” said the querist.
Agsin came the Scriptural reply, ‘‘Potor said, Re-
pept and be baptized every oune of you,in the
namo of Jesus Ohrist, for. the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gif. of the Holy Spirit.”

At this jupcture the colloquy ceased, The
proacher did juat right. There was no room for
his *‘think-sos” and °‘opinions.” Tbe Lord: had
spoken, and what could tho loyal preacher do, but
give a “thus saith the.Lord"” in reply to the manls
question?. The people should. be made to feel that.
it is rebellion to question the authority.of heavon.
fora mgl{xent.. They.should be made.to feel.that
baptism is right tecause it is commanded. That.
is all the loyal heart needs to know. Itis not
necegsary to hnow its design. in order to make
baptism acceptable. If she.individnal loves the:

Tord aud that love leads bim to:bte baptized,hie |

baptism is valid, whother he. knows its design.or
not. Too many serrouns have been preached on:
the design of baptism, and too fow on the necessity:
of loyalty to Heaven's King. Salvation-is in Chrlst:
and his blood takes away all sin. Faith, repent-
ance, confession and baptism are only stepping-
stones to bring us to Christ. I never -use the ox-
pression, *‘Baptism is foritho remispion of sins.”
The Biblo nowhore.uses the expression,.and much.
lesa teaches the idea. O,the unguardod expressions:
that have fallen from the lips. of many brethren:
and -ovon .preachera! What wrong impressions.
have boen made when these expressions have fallen.
upon prejudiced ears! In.dealing. with these moot-
od questions we cannot bs too careful-to nse the:
very langusage of Scripture.—Simpson Ely, in Al-
lantic Missionary.
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LETTER FROM AUSTRALIA,

Tho cause of Christ in Auatralasia scoms to be on
the advance. The reports from the receat annual.
conforonces hold in New South Wales, Queens-
lond, Victoria and Now Zvaland-are-of aun encour-
aging character, It is said that in.point of.interest
and- numbers,. the Victorian. Conferonce was the:
Lust yet held in that colony. ‘Worhave now. inrandy

sround Melbourne eighteon churches of Ohrist,
with a total memborship of 2,806. But notwith.
standing the rapid progross’ of our sister colony,
Now Sonth Wales and Sydnoy havo the highest
rato of increaso for the last year. Sydney may
neverovortakeMelbournoio the number of churches,
bu¢ wo aro making strides in that direction, I am
ploasad to bs able to say that in Elizabeth Stroet,
Sydney, we aro having good meetings and some
additions, Wo have recently organized s Band of
Hope for tho young peoploe. The officers of the
churches in Sydney havo organized a-meeting for
the purpose of talking over matters of mutual in-
torest to all tho churches of Ohrist represented.
Tho meotings dre held quarterly, and oach ohuroh
takes her turn in entertaining the meeting witha
goud tca. Not much.business can be transacted in
these colonia! churchos without a toa-meeting. The
peoplo here do not beliove in losing sight of the
social side of church life,

Our Sister A. B. Maston is now in Sydnoy, on
her way to hor father's home in India. She and
her,threo children will sail for San, Francisco on
the steawship Mariposa this week ( May 16). . Bro
Maston will remain in the colonies a few months
and then return to America by way of Europe.
Bro. and Sister Maston have bzen in the Southern
Hemisphere about nine yenrs, dwring whigh time

.they. have been the means of accomplishing . much

good for the Dlaster in Now Zealand and Australia,

For sowoe time Sietor Maston has nat eunjoyod.
good health, and it is to be_hoped. that the change
witl do thein both govd. Whother they go to the
States on a visit, or to remain, is a quostion which
I am not authorized to decide.

Bro W. S. Houchins..is leaving Dunedin, New
Zooland, and will preach awhilo for one of tae
churchas in Melbourne. We ate anxious to secure
tho-setvices of ‘Bro. Houchins to labar underthe
suspices of. the Conference of New SoutliWales,
and.our -committee will probably make thim:u de-
finito proposition in a few days. Wo hopo-hg will
sée liis way cloar to accopt the work, ‘

‘Wo ara pleased to know thiat Bro. J. W. Shep-
ard has reached New:Zealand, and:has commenced
work in Christ Charch—an important fs]d and we-
hope Bro. Shepard will be instrumental in building
up & strong church in that ocity.  There is strong
tatk of changingthe ‘Christian Pioneer, editéd by
Bro. D. A. Ewers and: publishod in Melbourne,-to
an eightcpage woekly. This will ho an excellent
move; for Australia now nceds a good weekly
paper. ' _

There is now sitting in Sydney what is called ¢he
International: Centennial Temperance Congress

‘whose ‘meotings are largély attended and prove

quite interesting. The Australian colonies aro a

‘loug way, behind the United States in the temper-

ance woirk, and Syduoy is among the mosat intemp-
erate cities, Almost every impértant business
corner is occupiod by s ‘‘public house,” Mr. R.
T. Booth is among our:small force of temperance
reformeérs; and while we do not look for prohibi-
tion for years to come, yet weo are moving slowly
in that ditoction.—J. F. Floyd in dpostolic Guide.

TEACHERS CONVENTION.

The Interprovineial Instituto was formally open-
ed-July 18. Dr. Allison in a felicitous speech in-
troduced the first speaker of the day. A wan

.whose fame is now more than continental, whose

namo to-day ishonored everywhere. He had!plea-
sure in introducing-to them the president of Mo-
Gill collego, president-also of  thé' Royal Society of
Great Britain—Sir William Dawson.

Leaving -personal matters Sir William procceded
to contrast the perivd to which-he had referred
with the present, having special ‘roference to Nova’
Scotia. In 1850 thore wure 886 schools on tho list”
—now-2 000; then 3,000.-pupils in attendance—
now 105,000; thenan avorage salury of $144'per
year, with some as low, as. 864 —now s third-class
toacher gots 8169, and the general avdrage is $250,
And the time is coming when the remuneration
will'bo still muro satisfactory; but to accomplish
this.the q bality-of work muit-risé and the number
of incompetent .compotitors be-lessenod, Jo 18601
Dalhousiy college was dowug, practically nothing,

and Kings, Aca'liaand Mount Aliison workieg ina
very small way. In Halifax thore were somse good
schools, both public and private, but thoro was no
common systom, no satisfactory suporvision. Thore
wore only 1,600 pupils in attendance in the city,
Now there ia an admirable systom, good buildings-
and appatatus,and 5,000 pupils are in attendance,
Donbtless the city has grown, but the educationat
progress has been moro than proportionate. New
Brunswick was aliead of Nova Sootia in the old
time, in having two training achools, and still leads
in that sho obliges all teachers to be trainsd. In
Nova Scotie last year, however, 82 diplomas were
granted. Toachora' Institutes in tho old time
wore non-oxistent, Now thero are coundy, pro-
vincial, and lastly an inter-provineial inatituto, as
woll as nn educational review, which is marked by
a high excellenco in tone and mattor.

With an apolegy for &u old man's'love of remini-
iscence, Sir William zeferred. again ‘briofly.to per-
sonal experionces while suparintendent, and theu:
turned to the consideration of the cducational out-
look., We have an unfortunate habit in the Mari.
time provinces of rogarding ours ar s small coun-
try. We ave over modest, He had boou.lod to
bolievo thatithe children reared in these provinces
by the sen were movo shifty, active, independent,
and gelf-rolinnt, thati those farther inland.  This is
largely owing to the fmore varied chisructer of their
training, which pives them greater.edaptability.
This was an advantage to be .profitad:by in edu-
cation. As to artaand trades a littly.of theseshould
be taught. Tho oloments, the woods and how to
work thom, the motals and thoir proporties—theso
should be'learned; but rather as a matter-of play
than of work. Tho resl-wors should bo.da training
.the goneral intelligence. That has largely been
the,plan in the Now Englaud aud Scotch. svhools,
.aud t0 a large oxtent with us. Tochnical inatruc.
ition is-valuablo as un accessory, but is not essential.
The -young peoplo-.from theso provinces scatter

| overywhere -over the continent. You meet, them:

everywhere, and find that they have made their
mark. Thoy owe it to their training in shiftiness,
to the influence of pious hdmes, and' tHe traiding in
good elomentary commori sohools.  Itshould be'our
aim-to. keep up the standard of these common,
achools—keep them. up to the siaudard of the best—
80 that what Now England is to the United.States
thesé provinces may be t6 the Dominion.

The rosources of these provincos mark for them
a destiny such as you scarcely dresm. Nowhore
from here to Florida or from here to the Rockies
are thore such magnificent natural .resources, such
facilities for doveloping and profiting by thom. In
the matter of this ‘development we ate-aomowhiat
behind. Circumstances political and financial have-
caused the dolay. We cannot .hurry these. great
movements, But the time of development will
come. Nature will prevail, The countries of great
‘patural resources become the countriee of great
waalth and population, That time will come to
‘these provinces—a time when their relative. in-
fluence will be infinitely greater than to-day. There
are indications oven now. These provinces are
:being drawn together. Buit this union has to grow
.and develop. It will, this development will come,
and thoso now young will when they are old look
back to theso days and note a greator contraat than:
that to which attention has been given this morn-

ing.

%’eraoua\ly the apeaker was glad to look upon the
progress made, -thankful for any personal.part in it.
He had not shapad-his own life.  We may rough
hew, but it is God who shapes, If we do our best
as Providence points the way, perfcrm the work
that comes to our hand, we will 'be able in old age
to look back with satisfaction, finding joy in
the memory of every kind acd belpful act and
word. Ho hoped all would so regard it, regard
themselves as having a great commission given
thetn, havibg faith in God and Christ, and animated
by the spirit of their {athers train up a generation.
of like characterto go out and make the name of
their country great, Let us not think little of our
country. It'has boundless wealth in séa and soil,
snd’in the bowels of the esrth, Let us traintho
heads and bands of our children, and if we do not-
see it then, they who follow us will ses thesc,pro-
vinces bacoma a centre of wealth, civilization and
enlightenment, from which shall radiate beneficent
inflasrices, not slone through the Dowminion biat
thronghout the continent.

When the appiause subsided that grested Sir
William's.addreee, Dr. Allison obsorved that it.wus
truly.an inspiration to see an old man with hisface
toward the morning, spéaking words of hopo and
cheer, and he felt "that thospeaker’s woxds a8 to
prospeots and. duties had:fallen.as geatle dew upon

the understanding and the hearts of the.listeners,



