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Africa and the islands of tho sea. Tho United
States have gained no increase of torritory since the
acquisition of Alaska in 1867. Tho population of
the republio 100 years ago was about 4,000,000.
Assuming it now to bo 60 millions, we find a gain
of 56 millions in the century. During the same
period the British empire has added 295 millions.
The empire is old, but -not in decay. In fact never
in the thousand years of its history has it displayed
such aggressive vitality, auch unprecedented pro-
gresa as within tho pat hundred yoare. It fears
comparison with none, not oven the grot republic,
in growth of territory or population, or in material
and intellectual advancement.-Telegraph.

" 18 WRITTEN."

A good pr.eacher once gave bis auditors the privi-
lege to ask any question thoy ploased. A.gentle-
man arose and said, "Do you blievothat baptisam
ls necessary?' The preacher answerud, "Jesus
said, Suffer it to be so now, for thus it becomth
us to fulfill all righteousness." "But," said the
man, "do you think it is ncessary?" Again the
preacher said, "Josus said that many of the Scribes
and Pharisees rejocted the counsel of God.against.
thoeselves by refusing to bo baptized of John in
Jordan." "But what do you think of it?" said tLe
man. Again the answer came, "Jesus said, Go,
teaoh all.nations, baptizing ther into the name of.
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit." "You are
trifling with mo," aaid the queriat. "I want te
know if yon. think it is necessary." Said the,
preacher, 'Jeus said, Except a man b bern oft
water and the Spirit, ho cannot enter into the,
kingdom of Heaven." "But I want to know what,
is your opinion of the matter," said the querist.
Again came the Scriptural reply, "Peter said,, Re-
pent and b baptized every one of you,.in the
namo of Jesus Christ, for. the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the git. of the Holy Spirit."

At this juncture the colloquy ceased. The
proacher did just right. There wan no room for
his "think-sos" and ''opinions." Tho Lord. had,
spoken, and what could the.loyal preacher do, but
give a "thus saith the.Lord" in reply to the man's
question? The people should.be made to feel thiat-
it ei rébellion to question the authority of.hoaven.
for.a moment. Theyshould be made.to feel.that
baptisam is right teceuse it is.commanded. That.
la aIl the loyal beart needs to know. It is not
necessary te Anow its design. in order to make
baptism acceptable. If the individual loves the,
Lord and that love leads bia to tLe baptized,'hi6
baptism is valid, whether ha. knows its designor
not. Tee many sermons have been preached on,
the design of baptisai, and too fow on the necesity,
of loyalty te Heaven's King. Salvation is in Christ,
and hie blood takes away all sin. Faith, repent-
ance, confession and baptismr are only stepping-
atones te bring us te Christ. I never use the ex.
pression, "Baptism i fordho remission of.sins."
The Bible nowhore.uses the expression,.and much,
lesa teaches the idea. O, the unguarded expressions'
that have falien from the lips. of manybrethrean
and -aven preachers! What wrong impressions.
have bon made when these expressions have falien,
upon prejudiced ears! In.dealing with these moot-,
ed questions we cannot be too careful to use the'
very language of Scripture.-Simp3on Ely, in Ai-
lantic Missionary.

LETIER PROM A USTRALIA.

The cause of Christ in Australasia seems te b on

the advance. The reports froi the recent annual
conferences hold in 19ew South Wales, Queen.s-
land, Victoria and New Zoaland-are-of an uncour-

aging .haracter. It is said that in.poin. of.inerest

and. numbers, the Victorian. Conference was the-
best yet held in that colony. *Webave iow iir nd

around Melbourno eiglteon churches of Christ,
with a total mombership of 2,805. But notwith-
standing the rapid progress' of our sister colony,
New South Wales and Sydney hava the higheat
rate of increaso for the lat year. Sydney may
neverovertakoMelbournein thenumberof ohurchos,
but we are making strides in that direction. I am
ploased to be able te say that in Elizabeth Street,
Sydney, we are having good atuetings and some
additions. We have recently organized a Band of
Hope for the young people. The officers of the
churohea in Sydney have organized a-meeting for
the purpose of talking over matters of mutual in.
terest te all the churches of Obriat represented,
Th meetings tire hold quarterly, and each church
takes lier turn in entertaining the meeting with a
good tea. Not much.businesas can be trausacted in
these colonial churchos without a tea-meeting. The
people horo do not believe in losing sight of the
social aide of church life.

Our.Siater A. B. Maston is now in Sydney, on
lier way to ber father's homo in India. She and
her.three children will sail for San, Francisco on
tLe steawnship Mariposa this week (May 16). Bro
Maston will romain in the colonies a fow months
and then roture te America by way of Europe.
Bro. and Sidter Maston have bon in the Southern
Hlemisphere about nine years, dnring which time

.they. have been the meanus of accomplishing.much
good for the Master in New Zealand and Australia.

For some timo Siptor Maston has not oujoyed
good health, and it is to be hopod that the change
will do thein both good. Whother tiey go to tle
States on a visit, or te romain, is a question *hich
I am not authorižed te docide.

Bro W. S. Houchins.is leaving Dunedin,. New
Zealand, and will preach awhile ff-r one of the
churches i Melbourne. We are anxious te securo
the-se-vices of 'Bro. Houchins to labnr under tho
auspices of, the Conferenco of Now South'iWailes,
andour-committee will probably nako bima der
Imit. prop6sition in a few days. We hope-ho will
see his way cloar te aécpt the work.

We are pleased to kùôw. that Bro. J. W. Shep.
ard bas reached New.Zealand, and'has commenced
work in Christ Chuirch-an important fleld and we
hopo Bro. Shopard will be instrumental in building
up a strong church in that cit.y. There i strông
talk of éhangingthe Christian Pioneei., editèd by
Bro. D. A. Ewers andipublishod in Melbouîrne,-to
an eigl.page weekly. This will ho an excellent
move; for Australia ,now neods a good wookly-
paper.

Thore is now sitting in Sydney what is called cthe
International; Centennial Temperance Congress
whose 'meetings are largèly attenaded and prove
quite interesting. The Australiancolonios aro.a
long way. behind the United States in the temper-
anee wodk, and Sydnoy is amoný the moit intemp-
erato ities. Almost over' important business
corner is occupied by a "public house." Mr. IL.
T. Booth in among our:small force of temperance
reformrs; and white we do not look for prohibi-
tion for years te come, yet wo are moviag slôwIy
in that dit ction.-J. P. Floyd in Apostolic Guide.

TEACHERS CONVEN.TION.

The Interprovincial Instituto was formally open-
ed-July 18. Dr. Allison in a felicitous speech in-
troduced the first speaker of the day. A man
whose fanie ls now more than continental, whose
name to-day, is.honored everywhere. He bad'plea-
sure in introducing-to them the prosidont of Me-
Gill collego,,.president aiso oft thé Royal Society, of
Great Britain-Sir William Dawson.

Leaving-personal matera Sir William procceded
to contrast the period te whichhe had referred
with the present, having apecial ioference toNova'
Scotia. In 1850 there iere 886 schools on the list'
-now 2 000; thon 3,000 'pupils in attendance-
now 105,000; thon an avorýzo- salary of $144 par'
year,.with some as low, as. 864-now a third..olass
toacher gets $109, and the gecral avdrage is $250.
And the time is coming when thé remuneration
Wil'io stili atome satisfac.tory; bIt te accomplish
thiai te qiality.of work mit.risé'and the nurmber
of incorpetent ,coen titors be-lessenîed. In 18501
Dalhousi9 col!ego was doîug, practically nothing,

and Kinge, Aca-lia and Mount Allison working In a
very Flmalt way. In Halifax there were some giood
schools, both publie and private, but there was no
common systein, no satisfactory supervisione. Thoro
wore ontly 1,600 pupils in attendance In the city.
Now there in an admirable systom, good buildingsx
and apparatus,mnd 5,000 pupils are in attendance.
Doubtless the city bas grown, but the oducational
progress has been morc than proportionate. New
Brunswick was ahead of Nova Scotia in the old
time, in having two training schools, and still leads
in that she obliges all teachers te ho trained. In
Nova Seotia last year, however, 82 diplomas were
granted. Toachors' Institutes in the old time
were non-oxistent. Now thore are couity, pro-
vincial, and lastly an inter-provincial instituto, as
weli as an educational roview, which is marked by
a itigi excellence ir tone and matter.

With an apology for tri old man's'love df remini-
iscence, Sir William referred again brioflyto par-
sonal experiences while superiatendout, and thon,
turned to the consideration of the educational out-
look. We have an unfortunato habit in the Mari-
time provinces of regarding outirs ase a emall coun-
try. We are over modest. Ho had boeun.led to
believo thatthe childreni reared in those.provinces
by the sea were more shifty, active, independent,
and self-reliant thar, these IarthAr inland. This"is
largely ewiagz te te Ineite v*iiod- char.:ê.te ottheoir
traisiug, w ih gives thora graàter , adatability.
This was an advantage te ho ,profitd,yin edu.
cation. As te arts and trades a littl.o. tieseshould
bh taught. The elementtIe wdods and how to
womit the'm, the motali anti tItýir r*oiiis-theme
shoîild bo learned; but rather a matterot play
than of work. The reoal wo ahould bein training
.the goneral intelligence. That has largely been
theplan in the New Englaud and Scotch- suhools,
.and te a largo exteit with us. Tochical instrue.
ition is-valuablo as'ani accessory, but is not ossentiaL
Tho -young people .frotn these provinces scattor
overy.whoreover -the continent. You meet.them.
everywhere, and find tlat, they have made their
mark. They owe i t e thoir training ila âiiftini,
te the influence of pioulihdmes, abd tie ttaiiig In
good ulementary commot cohoolis. It should b.our
aim to, keop up the standard of these coramon,
schools-keop thom. up te the staudard of the best-
so that wiaît New England in te the Uniïed State%
theae provinces miy ho the Dominion.

The resources of thuse provinces mark for them
a destiny such as you scarcely dream. Nowhore
from hmer te Florida; or from he to the Rockies
are thore auch magnificent natural ,rosources, such
facilities for dovelopitig snd profitiag by thom. Ina
the matter of this development we ate-iomowliat
behind. Circumstances political and financial have
caused the delay. We cantiot .hurry, these. great
movoinats. But the time of developient will
come. Nature will prevail, The countries of great
'natural resources become the counti-ies of great
wealth and population. That time will came to
these provinces-a time when their relative- in-
fluence will b infinitelygreaterthan to-day. There
are indications oven now. Tiese provinces are
being draun together. But this union haî te grow
and develop. It will, tiis development will come,
and those now young will whon they are old look
back te these days and note a greator contrast than.
that te which attention has boen given this morn-
ig.

Personally the speaker was glad te look upon the
progreas mado, thankful for any personal.part in it.
He had not shapadhis own life. Wo may rough
how, but it is God who shapeas. If we do our best
as Providence points the way, perfcira the work
that comès te our hand, we wii be able in old age
to look back with satisfaction, finding joy in
the mormemory of every kiad and blpful act and
word. Ho Itopod ail would se regard iL, regaârd
themsalves as havirig 'a groat commission given
them, baving faith in God and Christ, and animated
by the spirit of thoir fathers -train up a generation,
et like character to. o oreus ad make Ltt name ef
thoir country grot. Lot us not think litIe of c'Ur
country. Ithas boundless *ealth in sés and soil,
end'in the bow'els of the earth. Let us train-the
hoads and bands of our children, and if we do not
see it thon, they who follow us will se. theso.pro-
vinces become a centre of wealth, civilization and
eolilit4enment, fron which shall radiate beneficent
iuflûédc1s, net alone thrugh the Doiniion 'ùt
throughout the continent.

Whien the applause subsided that greeted Sir
William's.addresr, Dr. Allison observed that it.was
truly- an inspiration t seue an old man with bis face
toward the îmorning, sei4akiny words of hop'. âhd
chter, and ho felt that the speaker'. wrds à te
prospects and.duties had>fallun.as gentte dew upon
the undorstanding and the hearts of tho,listeners,


