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ROMAN CATHOLICISM,

e

The Popish question has, within tho Iast
year or two, suddonly assumod unusual pro-
iminence,aid iz attractinguniversal attention
Tho steady advance of thatsystem of error in,
Great Britain, by the perversion of a number
of the nobility, and the mncreaso of the
Traotarian partyin the Church of England,
from -which diffzctions were continually
taking place, and whose ceremonial usages
wore fast preparing the way for a more
general movemen§ towards i.ome, attraot-
od Tittle attention for thirty yosrs. Gradu.
Pﬁlly, howerer, aircumsiances forced the sub-
ject bofora the Protestant nations of Europe,
and of late no subject is engaging more at-
tontion. The famous Encyclioal aud Syllabus,
attacking freo thought aund scientific re-
gearch, tho press, liborty of conscience and
speach : claitaing for the church the rig.ht
to employ force, {o interfere in all sOc-ml
questions, and to prevent the free exercise
of other religiona; and assoriing that the
Pope ought not to coms to terms with pro-
gress, libralism, and modérn civilization,
wero the first warnote sounded withno un-
cortain blast. The mesting of tho Vatican
Council, and its decroes, particularly that
of Papal Infallibility, removed all doubt,
and challenged mankind to the defence of
all ihat Protestants hold dear, warning
them that if Topery could do it, their
precious blood-bought rigits wonld bo
wrested from them.

A party within tho Roman Catholic Chureh
itsolf, though very suall, and, it is to bo fear-
edtimid andirresolute, refused submission to
those dogmas, apd seceded, under the
curke of tho Apostolic See. Gormany
and Bwitzerland, were prominent in ‘this
movement of the old Catholic party. Po-
litical complications followed, which have
rendered it necessary for tho German Em-
pire to adopt moasures so stringent as to
Jook like persecutions, but which are de-
fonded: as inovitable, unless the newly
formed ompire is prepared to submit to de-
stroction at the hands of Jesuitical machin-
ation snd Ultramontano treason. DBis-
marck leaves no doubt as to his inteutions
and molives in the course nz pursues, aml
plainly doclares that nterference by the
thureh in eivil, political, and social affairs
will not be permitted by Protestant Ger-
many. In England, too, one of the fore-
-moststatesmen has made n statement which
jmplies a doubt as to the loyalty of the
Romsan Oatholic portion of the nation if
they aro true to their Infallible Head.

Among oursclves tho Guibord case has
attracted attention, and rsises important
issues, and with the advent of the Tiiberal
party to power, as it includes a strong
Roman Cutholic element, the usuel diffi-
culty presonts itself -of a compact minority,
which, if offended, may be found to hold
the balance of power, sud to bo equal to
the overthrow of our present governinent.
Wo acknowledze the difficulty, but it is to
bo regrotted that offorts so mamfest are
being mado to please the Ruman Catliolic
community; and that sume of the wfluen-
tial Reform journals keep hack their Pro-
{ostantism, and give fuill scope to every
thing that is Popish, lest the parly be di-
vided. Such n peace 18 worthless; such &
union cannct bo endarmg. To advocato
tho return of any man becanse he is a Ro-
man Catholie, aud represvuts the minornty,
js to bo untrue to Iabernl pnncples. Iia
Toman Gatholic is » cibizen, aud aslong
as he js such, let him enjry Ing nghts,
‘but when lie uses thn privileges of acitize 1y,
ot liim be known only as acitizen, not as
a- Religionist. Wo ought not to refuse

support to tho best citizon beeause ho is 4 ' elndmg the Tekillin, in such manner as

Roman Catholic, but neither should we
voto for him because he is such.

conflivt; Grod grant it may ke no mors,

Others mny say © paaen, peass, * aud join
hauds with the aworn enemy of liberty acd
tenth, Wa caniot thos forget the past,
nor will D, Lynch's nlsroprozentations
sud skilful evasions put us off our guard,
Popery fs “somper eadan” a fow more
liberally minded persons in the community |
will ot avail; ns soon a3 i has the powar
“ forco will be uzed,” and, asof oldl, cousci-
ence and judgent, ssiencs, and political
intorests, will all be forced into uanwilling
submission by a aysiem thas claims to have
the nuthority of God, and an infullible
direstor in the Pope of Romo,

Popery is & mystery full of all decoit, &
sompound of error in whielt thare 13 truth,
but trath overlarl and inoparative. It 1s
lawlass, dispsnsing with every law, hnman
and divine, excspt its own, and authorita-
tively confirming and sonulling Iaw and
duty agit eses fit. It is a political organi-
ration as well as a religions one, and claims |
the right to deerdo how far its sphere ax |
tonds 1mnto oivil mattors ; thus, 1a jrezhity,
bringing every possible relation within the
rauge of the ** absolute obsdience™ due tfo
tho infallible Yicar of God.

PSALMS vs BYMNS,

Tiast week we published aletter in which
= correspondent exprosred the opinion that
it is wrong to use Hymns in the public
worship of God, and asked an answer to
sortain questions. We propose mow to
answer tliat lotter, but will not enter on o
aontrorersy on the subject.

Our reply to the qaestions is (1.} God
gave a Revelation which is completo, and to
which no man muy add. (2.) He sppointed
a Peslmody for the Old Testament Chureh.
(8.) He {id not abrogate that Psalmody.
(4.) Az Kwg and Head, he makes laws: for
His chureh, and directs how Hae is to be
sorved. {6.) In 1Cor. 14-15, singing is put
on tho same footing as praying, both being
spiritual exercises; as praise 13 patt of
prayer, and 1t 18right to praise,1t cannot be
wrong if that praise should take the form
of song and be chanted; and we are told,
1 Cor. 14-26, that the early Christians
under the. direction of the Holy Ghost
came with a psalm, or sacred song to the
assewnbly, evidently employing somethiag
of their own. (6.) Those who sing hymna
are **1nfluenced by a destre togionfy God,”
quite as much as our correspondent, and it
is a bigoted offence against Christian
charity to liken the worship of the ma-
jority of Ohrist's sainis to Saul's miscon-
duot. (7.) In enlarging the Psalmody,
mon are not the lews * faithful witnesses fox
God,” but are oniy using thoe Christian
liberty which the dispensation of the Spirit
gives and requires.

The above answer is full on every point.
The three last sentences are notpart of the
argumeont proper of our correspondont ; we
therefore say ne more on them. It is
evi ‘ent to any one who is 2 logician, that
the answer given above doesnot prove that
*to sing hiymus is positively wrong, and
that the (Hebrew) psalms alone should be
used by Christiang in the servico of song.”
For (1.; Hymn singing is no addition to
Revelation. (2.) The fact that the Old
Testament Church had a Pealmody proves
nothing as to the New Testament Psalmody ;
and it is more than doubtful whether only
the hundred and filty hymas contained in
the DPealter wero used by the Jewish
Church; or whether that collection was
made for purposes of public worship.
(8) Tho abrogation of the Psalter is not
asserted by hymn singers, but the continu-
ance of its use in no way shows that noth-
ing elso should be uued any more thun the
use of Old Testament prayers implies
that they only shon.. be used. {4.) The
Head of the Church has sanetioned preise
by song. but nowhere either in Old Testa-
ment Scripture or New has He reslricted
praise to the use of one hundred and fifty
songs composed between the time of Moses
and the Restoration from Babylon. On the
contrary-—the songs in which Miriam and
Deborah praised God, somo songs sung by
Dasid and others, Simeon's song., the
Magnificat, and other songs of wlieh there
are traces in the New Testament epistles,
were publicly used for Gud's worship, and
yot are not contained in the Hobrew
Psaltor.
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The importsnce of this questioa may be |

judged of by tha fact that tuo Bishop of
Toronto has seon fit to begin a publie lie-

oussion on the subject, and is goiting the | Authuntative otdinunce for the sorvice of
enr of hundreds of Protestants, while ho ) song, before and apart from Mosate Tnstr

has sccuved tho nssistance of the most
powerful Reform Press to scatter his so

. .
phistries and delusivo doctrines broadeust | of the Sabbuth, au meriiage. 'Wu‘lu*ow
over (bo lind.  Onco more, a5 n consequ- | however of 5o such ordinance of praise by

Our carrespondont must admit that the
Hubrcw psalms, probably witheut cxcep-
twn, belong to the Musawe dusprnsalion,
whick. lLas passed away. In the freor
worslrp winch the Churek uow enjoys,
unrestrioted by positive institutions and a
praseribed mtual (John v, 23, we ave at
liberty to use Old Testament Scriptare, in-

records with New Testament light; bnt
we are no longer to be fettered and bound
duwn by Musaic Inslitution which were of
temporay nature, Gal. 4y 23 to 26.
If «w correspondent ean show any

tutionr, wo shall defor to it. ‘This is the
case in respect for example fo the ord*nancy

! o o BT g
ence, Fratostant Chusches tako up the war- | song which ie binding on man. Acd we

.song, and the timbrel, harp. psaltery with.

words, or to make music with tho voico.

-bility of change, for the majority of the

of the Spirit by argumaentadeduced wholly
sud oxclusively from the ordinance of a
“covenant (dispensation) whith hds de.
eayed, waxed old, and! vanished away.”
Eren i Jews wore bouund to use no songs
of praige, but the hundied and fifty {whioch
wa dony;} Christiang are not thus bound.
We aro free to *worship the Faiher"
without preseribod words, “in Spirit and
in truth* We do rot enter on the srgu-
ment in favour of using songs of praise
adapted to the new circumslances of the
churoh in the diepencation of grace in view
of the great work of Jesns in His incarna.
ticn, obedience, sufferings, dsath, resmvec.
tion and aecension, and of tho blessed
hopos which thoe gospel affords, Tho argu.
ment is strang and wo believe conclusive,
While the opposing argnment from the in-
spiration of the pealms is at fault in as
much 28 our metrical version often fails to
convey the ideaof the original, and no more ;
and alre 1 as much ns other Scripture
songs which might be turned into verse,
would be a8 really inspired Psalmody ns the
Hobrow one hundred and fifty.

Our correspondent has shown great
woakness in the passages which he
has set in array to support him; we have
exawined them with care and-find'as fol-
lows: Of tho twenly-fivd texts referred too,
fifteen have no application to the service of
song, er can be made applicable only on
the supposilion that lymn singing is
grovious sin against God——to assume thisis
fo beg the questinn, Tn five passages the
word psaln does not oceur, but the general
idea .of praiss is presonted swithout a hint
as to the words to be used, In Psalmslzxxi.
2; and xcv. 2, the word used is not
DLeliillah or Aizmor, commonly {ranslated
psalm, but Zimral, which{ means singing
—not a song, but sing as a musical por.
formance ; and it is in parallelism with
timbrel, barp, 'psaltery, Psalm ‘lxxxi. 9,
means, in praire of God lift up the voice in

their music. In Psalm cv. 2: we liave

the verb which merely means to strike the'l

chords of an instrument with or without

In none of these passages have we a hint
vhat songs are to be used. In Matthew
xxviii. 80; and James v. 318; we have the
Greek verhb which means to p ‘nige insong;
but does not indicato what sangs are to be
used. After the Passover it was undoubt-
edly the Isallel which was sung; but any
sacred song would fulfil the injunction
given in James, though not a Hebrew
Paalm. The three passages given in 1 Cor.
Col. and Ephes, are very general, and
rather indicate other songs besides the
Psalms. It requires forcing to make tho
pzalms, hymns, and odes exaetly correspond
to three kinds in the,Hcbrow Psalter, In 1
Cor. xvi. 7 to 9, our correspondent will
notice that the iyord Psalm in verse 7th, is
not n the original, and in verse 9th, weo
have only the verb, meaning-make a musi-
cal noise, with no reference to the words to
be used, and the whole passage only tells
us that that was the occasion when David
first gave the 105 psalm to Asaph. What
possible bearing has that in the use of
hymns under the Christian dispensation.

If our correspondent and otheis who
think with him cannot conscientiously use
hymnus, by all means let them forbid doing
so, but we respectfully remind him that
the charity which thinketh no evil will not
ineinuate that thoso who use hymms “do
not desire to glorily God," but introduce
them from unworthy motives, and' we ba.
seech all concerned not to wasto the timie
of the United Chiurch by discussions on a
matter which is decided beyond the possi-

chureh will have hiberty i prasing God.

WHY 18 IT?

Wil some one please answer the follow-
mga—

1. Why is it that our fathers allowed
large and promising sections of Ontario to
be occupied by other denominations that
might rightfuily have been ours; and why
do ther children ching so tenaciously to a
system of missionary operations attended
with such resulits ?

2. Why is it that a considerable number !
of the clnldren of Presbyterians are bemng
preked up vy other churches ?

8. Why is it that our Wesleyan brothren
raise more than $100,000 axnually for mis-
sion purposes, whilothe Presbyterian church ‘
can ratso but httle more than 20,0002 {

4. Why do many of our weak congreg-

of this io lis in Inglorious oblivion, when
the fields nll ground ave * white o the
harvest,”

8, Isit true that mapy of our ministers
ara looking rathor to the salary than to
the necossities of tho fisld of Tebor when a
eall is extendod ?

s

Ohurch Oponing at Paicley.

One ¢f the most important events of last
week was the opening of the naw Kuox
Churoh 1 this village. Forsowme time the
pastor, the managers, and the leading men
of the conuregation had been unuanally
busy, and on the morning of tho last Sab-
bath of the old year, orowds began to
gather, and soon the long rangoes of poats
in the vast building were full to overflow-
ing, and when the reverend gentlemnn who
was to officiate 1ose to begin the services
icis safo to say Lo addressed the largest
assembly eover gathered in the county.
Nearly twenty years aga we attended the
first mooting for public worshin ever held
in this village. It ywas in a room of a
small log tavern, then almost tha only
bulding in the place. Amongst the por-
sons present were s nuwber of young mar-
ried poople who, beginning the world for
themselves, hiad settled on the fine bush
land along the Haugeen. Quite near us in
the vast crowd that thronged tho church,
waro several of those which we met for the
firss time twenty years ago in the litile
room which, for tha time being, had been
converted ito n place of worship, and.the
fuct that they and their friends hiave .beon
ablo to erect suclt a beautiful edifice spasks
plainly of nstonishung success which has
marked their progress, Loth as a people,
and'as a1¢chgious organization. The Knox
Church people, and their pastor, Mr.
Straith, deserves greay credit for the energy,
perseverance and liberality swhich hag been
shown in erécting what.is undoubtedly, by
far, the finest chuich i the county.

Wo have taken the above from the
‘Paisloy Advocate. The progress of our
causo in the Presbytery of Bruce is nston
ishing. Sinco Mr. Straiths’ settlement in
Paisley, scarcely four yearsago, the church
there has been over crowded. The spa-
cious new ono is a monument of Christian
benevolence and enterprisse. The opening
gervices in the mormmng and ovening were
ably conducted by Rev. James Tittle of
Nassagaweya; in tho afternvon by the
pastor, Mr. Straith. On the following Mon-
day tho poople, after partaking a sumptuous
feast in the old church, again erammed the
new edifico, when the Rev. Mr. Ball of
Guelph, addressed them with great power
and ologquence. Mr. Littlo also gave a
telling speech, in which he appliod tnerited
commendation to the peoplo and their
pastor. Both addresses called forth hearty
applause. The ministers of the village
and neighborhood kindly gave their assist-
ranca. The proceeds of the collections and
the soiree amounted to the haudseme-sum
of five hundred anrd seventy dellare. In
other parts of that now Preslytery simular
progress appears. Ouly a few weeks ago,
the new éhurch in'Port Elgin was opened.
Thé people of Southampton have greatly
fmproved their building. A fine new manse
is completed in North Bruce. In Kincar-
dine and Tara twey are preparing to
buill. Teeswater iz ornameuted with a
fine new church, Mr, Wardrope's. The
other congregation, Mr. Carrie's, is about
to erect oae, and almast every corner gives
tokens of rapid improvement,

Sabbath School Preshyterian.

The first number of this ‘publication has
been well rveceived. About 5,400 copies
have been ordered by various schools—
barely enough, however, to cover ospevses,
We have nearly 1500 on hand, and shall be
glad to receive orders from all those who
intend taking the paper during 1875. The
Fobruary number will be published about
the 23rd instant, and early orders will help
usto aproper estivaate of the number to print.

From the kindly notices of the Press we
solect the following:

*We havo received the first uumber of
the SappaT Scnoor Prespyrerian. It is
u.ell adapted for the object in view, and we
trust will have a large cireulation. It is
well that the clnldren of the Clrch shonld
bave a Sabbath School paper of their own.
Tho terms are vory reasonable.~Home and
Forewgn Record.

The initial number of the Sannati SciooL
PrESBYTERIAY, & bright, eight-page paper,
publisbed at Toronto, is to hand, The con-
tents are good, and tho enterpriso desery-
ing of support.—Orillia Packet.

It 18 an eight-page pamphlet, apd well
printed ou tinted paper, Tins S. 8. paper
paper sapphies & want long folt."—Guelph
AMercury,

——

The daily Evangelieal Alliance services
were brought to a cloro on Saturday after.
noon, when the theme of devotion was
prayer for a rohgious revival. At the busi-

tions look for strength through thoe channo!

ness meeting of the Alliance, held on VFri-

of immigration, rather than through cou- | day. the officers for the coming yéar wore

versions in the neighborhood ?
6. Why is it that at soiroes connected

with ohu-ch openings, Preshyterians will, ‘

scmetimes, oppose the circuleting of a sub-
seriptim papor that wuuld probably fres

tho church from debt, lest they nhould « of- l

tend tho peoplo 2" .

{ chasen, Hon. O. Mownt,
t elected President.

Premier, being
A peneval resume of
th(: plxiogrcss‘?f Evangelieal work through-
out the world was given by the Secrotary
Rov J. M. King, M. A. v o

The Metropolitan Church was excessively
orowded, on Thursday night of last week,
at \r. Varloy's sorvico, when he discoursed

} on the Parable of the Maringe Fenst. The

6. Why are g0 many of onr missivnaries , audience was visibly moved n* his carnest

Luried fisin place to placo, without 2
clance of accorplishing much that is per-
manent ?

appeals fo accept Clirist's invifatiun to the
foast Lefore it wns too late, and nt sho con.
clasion of the sermon at request n large
number. of enyuirers rennined,

“are 16 flags, chief of which is *¢ the old flag’

| wissionary purposes during the yearn ¥

t then sung, and the blessing pmuoﬂn“‘!

| sung, and the lively fcono just desen

—

o have to thank the Soeretury for thy
seyenth annual roport of thia valuable jy.
stitution, From it we gloan the following
statiatioq, which prove the growlog impay
tance aud usofulness of the Infirmary .

Under treatment to st
Octoboy, 1873, In-patiants, ¢

Out-pationts. 23 Tota)

Admitted ap to 20th — 80
Bepterabor, 1374, In pationts, 74
Out-pationts, 411

* A m;

Disshiarged duriagthe ke
year, In-patienty, 72
Out-patients, 411

— 4%

Romainingunder tront-

mont 1st Oct.. 1874,  Yn-patients, 9

Qut-pationts, 43 5

The avorago siay of each patient in the
Inf rimary was 40 davs,

The recoipts, made up by balanos from
last yoar, 8415.69 ; Government, $500 ; snb.
soriptions, donations, &e., $1,946.79, ag.
gregating o total of $2,802.48, The dis.
bursments amount to $2.627.84, showing a
balance on hand of $184.64.

So far the premises are not all that conld
be desired, boing situated in a orowded
part of the city ; but it is to be hopod thata
chango for the botter may now be made,
If the looal government would grant the
necessarry assistanae a suitable building i
an airy parl of the city could ha seoured,
and an important charity would thus ks
placed in a position for increased useful.
ness. ’

Mr. Lansmuir, the Inspector of Asylums,
&e., bears willing testimony to tho value of
the Institution; and he also takes oceasion
fo make favorable mention of the eéfficient
Superintendont, Mr. J, . Hart, fo whos
zeal and energy tho prosperity of the In.
firmary is Inrgely due.

‘We are pleased to nabe that the Y. X,
C. A., since Daecembor, 1878, have conduct.
ed. o weokly religious sorvices with grali,
{ying rosults.

Wo append, for the information of ow
readers, the conditions of admission {o the
Infirmary :

1st.—That all Travelling Expenses fo
and from Toronto are to be paid: by ths
Patients or those sonding thom. 2nd.—
That thrao dollars per waeck are to bo pad
by eachi Patient, or those sending:thom, to-
wards expenses of Board, Washing, and
Lodging, while at the Infirmary. 8rd.— |
That Municipalitios or others sonding Pati-
ents to the Infirmary, are required to guar.
anteo Fifteen Dolinvs (the price of Five
Woeks' Board); and should the Patient
loave the Infirmary before the fivo wecks
are oxpired, n proportionato sum will be
returned, No charge for Medioal '[real.
ment and Medicines; and patisnts are at

liberty to board away from the Infirmay if
they profer it.

The C. P. Mansa, Metis, at New Year

Dauring the two duys before, there wag
nnt much travelling, owing to the sevend
cold. The birthday of 1875 was, however,§
on the whole, very ploasant. Accordingly,
a large number came to the Manse, mj
Metis, to take part in the rejoicings on the)f
oceasion; at least, between 150 and 26§
were present. The parlor and anothe
room presented s gay sppaarance, the re
sult of no small degree of Inbor on i
part of the pastor. In the centre of {b
parlour stood a piese nearly 5 feet high;
this cousists of a square of 4 gothic arches g
on which is imitation tracery. Over af

A flight of steps leads up to each arch, ani
at cach corner is a lion. In the cenirod
ths courl within, is an imitation. founhin
with trees. This is copied mainly fros
the one in the Palace of the Alhambn
commonly called * The Fountain of Lilons"
On tho walls wern displayed, on thie oct
sion, the namaes of Cameroz, ‘Poden, Brow
aud Rutherford, also the greoting “187
*a heppy Now Year to youw.nll” T
flag of the Presbyterian Chuyrch was ded
ed with white “ favours,” 'in view ¢
the expected union. In ‘the oll«igs
room, were nearly 200 pictures, chiefly € §
gravimngs. A few ladies exibited spooimd
of fauey work. Tho pastor othibiled
large Medallion of Aloxander the Grej
and ivy leaves,—casts from clay molik
made by himself. At noon, a devotiv
neeting way held in avother -part of!
Manse. 'The pastor made a fow'irems!
suitable to the occasion. Aftorwards,
stated what the young peoplo had raisell

presented rowards to 11 young persons P
proficiency in zcripture, and cards ¥j
the oxhibitors. A thauksgiving ol
ton in behalf of the India Mistg
was taken up., The pastor the: ¥
that the exhibition would last ten
fox the, convemenca of those who b
been able fo attond on the ‘presenﬂ‘& _
sion, and mvited all to meet again 18 * &

parlour. “ Waiung by the riven -

In the parlour refroshiments wero press
te the visitors. Tho pastor noxi xod
original pieccs, the naiional antlem X

soon vanished away.—Cox.

S1xTREN thousand copies of the Homt¥
Laveign Recovd, for Jauunry, havs &
printed. The Missionary Infeiligt™” TR
this numbor is unusually. fall and inter
ing.




