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COPYRIGHT.

The Discussion Before the Imperial Chambers of Commerce.

NE of the mostinteresting subjects tothe bookselling

and stationery trade discussed before the Imperial

Chambers of Commerce recently insession in Mont-

real was that appertaining to copyright.  Itis to

be regretted, however, that it was introduced Iate

in the sexsion and that adjournment was made without

definite conclusions being arrived at in regard to the matter.

A synopsis of the addresses on the subject will no doubt
interest the readers of BooKSELLER AND STATIONER.

Mr. D, E. Thomson, K.C., of the Toronto Board of Trade,
introduced the subject by moving the following resolution :

1t 15 resolved that the Parliament of Canada has, or should
have the ssune nght 1o make its own laws on the subject of copy-
rglitas on the other subyects within its jurisdiction enumerated in
section ¢t of the Bntish North Amenca Act, and that without

the absolute and unqualiied recognition of this right by the

Impenal authortics the status of Canada, as a scif-governing

colony is icuinplete.

The mover of the resolation explained that hefore Confed-
cration, in 1842, the Copyright Act, which is still in a large
measure the law of Eugland, was passed by the limperial Darlin.
ment. It was made applicable to Eugland and the colosics.
Even at that tinie the most strenuous protests were made on
behalf of the colonics, and particularly of the British Amcrican
colunics, against making the law applicable, partly because
they perecived its provisions to be unsuitable to their condi.
tions, and partly beeause they thought they ought to have
the right to legislate on that subject even at that early day,
and that agitntion became so forcible that, in 18546, Mr.
Gludstone, then the Prime Minister, gave the Englishmen
warning that they would have to modify any exclusive view
which might prevail in regard to this important subject.
Shortly atterwards Earl Grey, then the Sceretary of the
Colonics, zuve the axsurance to the Board of Trade that he
was addressing that after repented remonstrances had been
reccived from the North American colonics on the suhject of
circulation there of literary works of the United Kingdom, he
proposed to leave to the colonial legislature the responsibility
and the work of concting the laws which they might deem
proper in the interest of the authors and in the interests ol
the public.

Nt only did the Sceretary of the Colonies make that
public stntemeant at the time in Eugland, but a formal
despatdh was sent by him to the Governor of each of the
colunics cmbodsing the same promise  Now, that 8 an
extraordinary thing : that promise was solcuinly made in
1836 and remnins unfultilled to the present date.  Iustead of
that, as Lotd Kuutsfond, in a conmmunication ‘n 31891 or 1892
to the heads of the departinent points out, the lmperial
Parliament passed what is known as the Forcigo Imprints
Act of 1817, which, without gming one step further than the
Iaw had gonc before ian the ducction of recognizing the right
of the coloniex to make their vwa laws, aliered the Imperial
Iaw and provuded that on certain provisions being made by
the culuny 1o the aatisfaction of the Impetial authorities for
the culliction of a fair royalty to the anthor, then these
Torcign reprints wight be admitted into the country. “Fhat
was the wickns of supplving Canada st that time with
Amienican reprints.

=The pesition of the matter is this,” concluded \r.
Thomson, * we arestiil denied our tights to legisiate an this
subjeut 1 think we have no nght to submit to this, and we
vught not to e capected to submat to i
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AMr WL I Gandy.of the Toronte Board ot Trade, fullowed.
He ponted out thatcopyright is A monopols.  TheCopyright

Act of 1842, to which Mr. Thomson referred and which
governs us to-day, was framed in the interests of the Eoghsh
authors and publishers, and was made to apply to the
colonies as well as to the United Kingdom, to quotc Sir Joha
Thompson : **Assuming, as was the custom of those days,
that the inbabitants of these colonies had no rights of self-
government which were inconsistent with the interests of
British producers.”

It is now the only monopoly which docs so extend to
Canada. This actionof the British Government was promptly
resented by Canada at that time and the agitation for redress
continues until this day.

The Canadian public assumed that in the British North
Amcrica Act of 1867 a tardy fulfilment of Earl Grey's pledge,
referred to by Mr. Thomson, had been made, because copyright
was named as among those subjeets with which the Govern-
ment of the Dominion should alone have power to deal. In
this they have hitherto found themsclves mistaken.

It has all along been contended by such Canadiau author-
ities as the Jute Sir John Thompson (who had made o very
special study of the subject), the late Sir James Edgar and
Mr. Justice Mills, that Canada had exclusive jurisdictionin
this matter, and had Sir John Thompson lived to carry out
the negotiativne with which he had been entrusted it is
possible the matter would have heen settled before this.

There has gcver been any question kept so far above and
apart from politics in Cauada us this one, and during sixty
years our leaders in Parlinment, of hoth political partics, base
from time to time urged this view upon the Hone authoritices,
but up to the present moment without tangible success.  For
many yearg Canada was told that nothing could be done,
fearing that an arrangement might prevent or retard negoti-
ations with the United States, and when these negotintions
were brought to an end by the passing of the Chase Bill in the
United States in 1891, it was found that Canada all along
had been asking much Iess than was frecly conceded to the
people to the south of us.

The lmperial Parliament agreed to an arrangement with
the United States whereby the British or Canadian anthor or
publisher, in order to get copyright protection in the United
States, is obliged to print his book from type set in the United
States.  Having done so he may secure copyright throughout
the British Empire by sending a fow copics of the book printed
in the United States to London and registering them at
Stationers Hall.  And yet England withheld from Canada the
concession of allowing a Canadinn publisher tu reprint at all,
cven from plates impurted from Great Britain. and ou pay-
ment of a tax levied in fuvor of the copyright holder on every
copy of the publication.

In & ward, if the English or Canadian author or publisher
dcsires to sccure copyright in the United States the book must
be sct up with Amicrican type, printed on American paper and
on American presses and be bound in the United States.

Oa the other hand. supposing the United States authoror
publisher wants to sceure copyright protectivn throughout the
Rritish Empire, what happens 2 Dacs tie print his book in
England ur Canada? No, nothing of the kind. He simply
scads a few copics of the boak, printed in the United States, to
Stationcrs” Hall, London, and registers it there and the deed is
done, aml Ie thus sccures copyright protection throughuut
the Empire.  Hc bas all the power and might of the British
Government to protect his interests

A previous speaker has said,” continued Mr. Gundy,
** *let us give and take.”  \Why, Mr. Chairman, it amounts to
this—they give us the shadow and take the substance. (Iicar,
hear).  As Sir John Thompsun very tersely put the case:
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