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Rome shall owa her premature obsequies—Whilat 7,
miserable wretc!s {17 shall have been the instrument
of what tho Chnistians call P'rovidence, snd we—
Deetiny.

But thix unlimited freedom granted to Jesas, rovolt.
#d the Jews—not the poor, imi the sich wud poatwarful,
Tt is true, Jesunteas gavetnion the latier; and this
was a pohtiesl reaton, v my opinion, uot to control
the fiberty of'the Nesascae. } Scribes and Pharisces !
would he ey 1o them, *you aro a race ot vipersi—you
rercmblo printed sepulehres!® At other times bo
wauld sneer at the proud alus of the publican, telling
him that tho isite of the widow was more precious in
the sight of God.

Now compiaints wers daily mado at tho Pretorinm
agsinst the insolence of Jerue. 1 woa even wfurined
that sotne misfartune would befal him—ithet it would
natbe the first tima that Jetusalem had atoned these
who called themnselres propbots—nad that if the P're.
torium refused justice, anoppeal would bo made to
Cuwsar,

Thts 1 had prevented, by infurming Cmsar of o))
that happensd. My conduct was approved of by the
Sonate, and [ was pronused a reinforcement of troops
after the termination of the Parthion war,

Being 100 weak 10 suppress a sedition, I resolved
upon adepung n measute that promised 10 ro-establivh
lunqmluf wn the aty, without subjecting the Vrotos
rium to hunulaung concessions, 1 wrolo 1o Jesus,
tequinng on intersiew witl him ot tho Pretorium, 1o
caine.

Ob, Albinus! now that my blood runs cold in my
veins, and that my hody 1s bent down under tho load
of yenrs, L is noy wonderiul that Pilato should some.
times tromble 3 but then 1 was young—in my veins
flowed the Spanssh muxed with the Roman blood, as
incapable of funr as 1t wos ol pucnlo cmotions.

When the Nszarene mnde his oppesronce, 1 was
walking in my bavhek, amd iy feet seemed fasiened,
will an ton Band, o the marble puvement,  He was
calin, the Nezurenow—celin av munocence.  When ho
wame up to me, he stepped, and, by u single gesture,
seriued t say to me, Leto I am.

For soma tine | conteroplated, with adiiration
and with awe, (Li%ex 1 L dinory Lypa ot o =<0 typo
unhniown to our nnr eua sealpturs who have given
torm and fizura to all the gody and all the heroen,

¢ Jegun’ aid 2o fzm at last—and my tougue fsl.
teredes Jeone of Novareth, ;1 liove pranted you dor
thero last thico yrats 2o lerdom of epcech s nor
do § regeet ity Your werds are those of a sage. 1
know st whether you bave read Socraes and Pluto;
Lut thex [ kuow, that there ts in your diecourse o ma.
jear ® simpluty taat dlevates you far alove those great
phalosophere. Ll cioperor u informed of it ond 1,
his humble 1eprescntaive in this country, am giad of
hioving slleawed you that hbeny of whick you ute o
worthy,  However [ tiust not conceal ftom you, that
yaur discautses bave ralesd up ngainst you powerlel
and mveterate encancs.  Neither is this surptising,
Boutates ad Lits enctmes, nnd ho fell a victim to their
bntred.  Yuurs me duubly incensedr pgainst you, on
geranut 07 your sy ing« 3 aga.nst mo onaccount of the
liberty extended tuwards you, They even accuse me
fndirectly of bemg leaued with you for the purpose
of deprivag the [leltews of tho Jutle civil power
which flowe bav lett than. My requesi—{ do not
iy my ordereis, thatl you be more eircumspect for
tho fature, and mate tender in soumng the pride off
your encaiics, lest they toreo up agamst you the stupid
popcare, ond coinge! me to employ the instrumente
of justice.”

‘Fho Nazarene ealinly replied :

s Prince of tha earili, your words proceed not from
true wisdum. ‘f'cll the terrent to stop in tho midst
of the mounta, or it will uproot tho trces of the
walleg 5 the torient will anawer, 1hat it obeys thelaws
ef the Crevtory Gad uwlene knows swhuher ot the
waters o tie tonent,  Verdy | eay unto you, before
ke rose of Staton blossoms, the biood of the just wili
bo epili.’

** Your bleod shatl wnt Lo epilt,”* replied I, with
emaiing, ¢ Yau are mnre (rec.ous it my estimation,
03 wecount of your wisduat, thon all these turbulent
and proud Pharaes, who sboeo tho treedom granted
thet by the flomnn-, conepite ogainsy Cresar, and
coustrie our boumy o fear.—Insolent wretches !
They arguot nwae that the walf of ¢the Tibee some.
tintea clathies haoneit wah the ekin ot the sheep. |
will proteet yon azainst thera. My Pretonum is open
mj'uu 05 a place ot retur—itisa sacred asylum,’

csus careleesly slsok Lis bead, and said, witha
giacctul snd diviwe suilea—

# \Wheu the dey shu'l have come, there will be no
asylutn for the Suu of Man, ncuber ot earth nor under
the carth.  Tho asyium of the Just is there (pointing
10 the henveris).  That which 1s written in \be books
of the prophetnuse bo accommplished.”

¢ Yaung wan," aoewer- muldly, “you osblizeme
10 convert my requeat into an order.  Lhe tafety of
the province wheeh hws besn confided to iy care, re-
quires . Yuu must wbserve more moderation in

our discaurecs. Do ot infrge my orders ; you
ilm\\' them,  May haptiness attend you. Farouell”

“Princoof thocanh,™ sepliod Jesus, ¢ ] come not
to briag war inte the world, but peace, love, and
cherity. 1 was born the eama day on which Cear
Auguatus gnve pesce to the Roman world,  Perseen.
tou procecds kot fromme. I cxpect it from others,
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and will meet it in sbedience to the wilt of my Father,
who higs showi me the wey. Reatraln, therelure, your
worldly prudence. 1t is not in your puwer to arrest
tho viciun at the Joot of the tabernrcle vt expiation,”?

Sn saying, he disappeaied like w Lright shadow be.
hind the eurtain of the barilick

13ered tha Fetrareh, who then reigned inJudes, and
who died devoured by vermin, wasa weak and wicked
man, chivsen by the cinely of the law to bo the instru.
ment ol thete batred,  Tv hun the onemics of Jesus
addtesscd theuoelves, 1o wresk theie vengeanco on
the Nazarene.

Had terod consalted his own inclinatlon he would
havo widered Jesus immediately 10 bu pul 1o death 3
but thuwgh proud of s regal dignity, yet lo was
alraid ol conmitting an st that wight daninish his
intlucnce with Lwesac,

Herad ealled on me ono day at the Protorium ; and
on tising to Jeave, aiter sonta insignificant conversa.
tion, housked mo whot was my opinion concerning
the Nazarene,

1 replied, that Jesus appeated 10 me fo bo ono of
thoso giave phitosaphicrs that natluns sometimes pro.
duce; that birs ductine wae by no meanadangerous §
and \hat the intention of Roie wes, o leave tuta that
ficedom of specch which wou jusufied by his acoons.
Herod sunlon inalicouely, nud saluting ine with nuch
itonical reepect, he depatted,

The great teastot the Jews was approaching; and
their ttention was to avail themselves of (ho populer
cxultation whuch always amlests iteclf ot the ternun.
atiun of a passover. ‘L'le city was overtlowing with
a tumshuous pupulace, clamonng tor the death of tho
Nozareno. My emwsaries sitorinud e that tho trea.
suro of thotemplo liad been employed in bribing the
people.  ‘Pho danger was pressing. A Rowan cen.
tunion had been wsulted.

1 weote to tho protent of Syrin, requesting a hun.
dred oot soldiers, and the eame numbder of cavaley,
Ho declinod, 1 aaw myect!l alone with u handiol of
veteraus in the midet of a tebellions city—too weak to
suppeess disorder, and having no oilier choico lefi
than totolerate tt.

T'hey had seiz o upon Jesus; aad tho scditious rab.
ble, alihough they kuew they had nuthing to fear from
the Pretortam, beiteving, on the faith ot their leaders,
that I winked at showr sedition, continued vaciorating,
—* Crucity hin ! cruaiy m t’

‘Phiree powertul pucacant that time had combined
together against Jesus.  Firat, Llcrodiaus and Sad.
ducccv, whosa seditions conduct oppeared to have pro-
cecded from a double mative ¢ th~y hatd the Wazar.
cney and werodmput-unt of the Ruman yoke. ‘I'hey
cunld never lirgive mio for baving catered theiv eny
with banners thyt bure the itege of the Roman em.
peror ; and although, in is instance, 1 bad commntted
o futal error, yet the sacnilcge did not appear leas
beaious 1 1hieir cyes,  Another grivvancoa so rankled
i their bosow. | had proposed to ewploy & part of
the treasure o' the Tomple 18 erecting edifices of pub.
Le uvlity. My proposal was scowled at.  “T'he I'bor.
18¢es were the asowod tramies of Jesva, ‘They cared
not fur the Governor: but they bore with bitterness
the severe reprimands which tho Nozwrens had during
tiree yeary, boctt contmuaily throwing out ogant
thens wherever ho went,  "I'co weuk and too pusilan).
mous to act by themselves, they bad eagetly embraced
tho quarre! of tho Ilerodians and Sadducees, Besides
theeo thirce parties, | bad to contend against the rock.
less and prollrgate populace, always ready v join in o
scdition, sud to profit by the disurder and confusion
that resulted thereltum,

Jesus wasdragged before the Council of the Priests
end condenned to death, 1t was then that the 1igh
Priest, Caiaphas perfuriwed o derisory octof’ submis.
sion. }lesent his prisonier o mo 1o pronounco his
condemnation and eecure his excewiion. I inforined
him that the prosceution of the whole aflsir came in
Herod’s Junediction, and ordered Jesus to be sent
thither,  “I'he wily “Uctrarch proftased humility, and
peatesting his deferencoto the hieutonant of Cuesar, ho
comumntied the fate of the mon to my hands,

Svon iy palace assumed the aspect of o besciged
citadel ; every moment” incieased- the number of the
scditious.  Jerusalem was inundated with crowds
from tha mountains of Nezareib. Al Judea appeared
to be pouring into that devoted ecity.

1 hod taken lo wile a gir] from among the Gauls,
who protended to ses nto futurity,  Weeping, and
throwing berse)f ot mny feet, ¢ Beware,”” said ‘she to
mie, *“bewure and touch not that wan, for he is holy,
Lact night | saw bim in a vision~—he was walking on
the water,~ho was fiying on tho wings of the wind.
Ho apoke to the tempesix, 1o the paln trees, tothe
fishes of the lake~—all were obedicnt to lim.  Bahold
the torzent of Mount Cedron flows with blood—the
stotues ol Cesar are soiled with the filh of the gemo.
max~the columns of the Pretorium have given way,
and the annis veded in mourning hike the vestal in the
tomb! O, Pdate! evil awsitstheo, 1€ tliou wilt not
listea 10 tho words o1 thy wifo, dread the curses of a
Roman Sennte—dread the frawns of Cxsar

By this tirro iy mable stairs groaaed under the
weight of the inultitude, Tho Nozarene was brought
back iome. Ipreceeded tothe Hall of Justice, tul-
lowod by my guards, and asked tho peoplo in a scvere
tone, what they domanded ? ¢ The desth af the Nez-
arene,” was tho reply. For what crime? ¢ Ho has

Ulavghemed; he has prophesied the ruinofithe temple;
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he calls limselfthe Son of God—the Messiob-]
King of the Jews.”” Roman justce, sajd f) puni
not such offennces with death.  ** Crucify bim | o
fy him 1"’ shiouted forih the relentlces 1abblo,

‘L'be voeiterationa of the infuriate multiude o)
tbe palaco to 1te fodndation, Onemanajone apped
calis in tho nudst of the tumult, o wasiike uny
Stotue of Innocence pluced in the tewples of the
sunides. It was the Nueareno.

Aller many tratless attempts to protect him f
the fury oflus urciless persecutos, | hnd the base
to gdoptn tcosure which, atthat imoment, appesre
e 1o be the only one that could save lie bie, [ o
ed him 1o b scourged ; then calling for st ewe
whshed my hands 10 presence of the clamorous m
tude, thetcby signiymg to them wy disspprobatio
the deed,

But m vain, It was his life that these wiet
thirsted afler.  Olten, in our civl commotions, |
L witniessed the furious animosity of the multing
but nuthieg could ever be compared to what 1 be)
in the present instance. 1t might bave beea traly
lhug, ou this vccasion, ol the phantoms of the inje
rogions hnd assemtled together ot Jerusalem,
cruwd nppenred not Yo walk ; they were borue off
whirled as 8 vortex, rolhng along hike living wa
from the portal of the Pretordum even unio Md
Zaon, with howhing screnms, shricks and vociferan
suches were never heard cuher in the seditiond
Panotus, ar in the tumults of the Foron,

By degeees the day darkeuned biko a wintee lwnlié
such as kad been scen at the death of tho great Ju
Ciegar, [ was hikewise towards the ides of Mar
1, the condetmned governor of a rebelliovs provit
was leang agarnst a column of my basalie, contd
plating athwart the dieary gloow, tlrs Theory of §
tarusuragging to exccution the innocent Nozare
Allaround me wos o desett.  Jerusale had vomi
forth ler indweliers through the faneral opte
leads to the Gomonne.  An air of desolation and o
ness envcloped me. My puard had joined the caval
and tho Cewtuniun, ta dephry a shadow of poveer, v
cudeuvuu;lug to mawtaim order [ was olone, ¢
wmy brenking heart admonished e, that what v
passing al that womnent appertained rather to the }
tory viibe gods thay 10 that of inan. Lo clamo
were herd proceeding trom Gulgmbia, which, bo
ou the winde, apveaied 10 annonnca on ngony such
never bad been peard by mogal esr. Dark elon
fowescd vver the pinnagle of e Lemple, and hu
vulures settled over the ety and covared it ns with
veil.  So droudinl were the sgus that were manide
ed, both in the heavena and on the cantli, that Diat
sig, e Ar-opagite, §s repotied to have exclaiine
¢t Either the Author of Nuture is Sufcring, or
Unicerse is fullyug opart.” v

Towarde the first lour of the night, 1 threw:
mantle around aw, and went down 1at0 the city
watds the gate of Goigatha. ‘I'lie encnfico had bel
consummated.  Thectawd sware returping homo ;
sulingitated, stis true, but'gloomy, sad, 1acint
desperate. \What they hingd witnesaed, bad struck the
with terror and remorse. 1 nlsozaw my httle Rom
Coliort pass by mouratully, the standard bearer hef
ing veiled bis Eagle in token of gricf, and [ avethe:
suine ol the soldiera murmuring etraugs words whi
1 did not comprehend.  Cithers wero recounting p
digies almuat similar to thase which had so often sme
the [tomans with dismay by shc will of the gods.
Sometimes groupa of wmen and women wanid Lal
then, looking back towards Mount Celvary, wob
remain motionless, in the expectation of witnessi
same new prodigy.

I returned to the Pretorium sad and pensive. €
ascerding the siair, the steps of which wwere still stai
¢d with the blood of the Nazarcne, 1 perceived an, ¢
map in o aupplisut postuze, ‘and behind him sever
womnen in tears.  He threw himsclf st my fvet, o
wept bitteely. 1t is painful to sco an ofd man wee
¢ Father,’ said I o him mildly—¢ who are you, o
whatis your request 1° ¢! nm Joseph of Arimnathe.
teplicd he, “and L an come tobegol yoy onmykne b
thio permission (o’ bury Jesus of Nezarets,” < Yo
prayer is granted.’ said L1o him; ound, at tho sank
time, ordercd Manliusto ok some soldiers with his
to superintead the interinent, lest it might be pr
foined. A fow days alictwards, the eepulchre s
found empty. Tbo disciples of Josvs published ‘J
over the country that he bad risen from the dead,
ho had foretold. f

A feat duty veanined for me to pecform, It was ¢
communicate to Crusar the defnils of this dcplnrab;

~

event. X didit the eame night that followed the fat
catostrophe, and bad just fnisted the communicat
when the day began to dawi.

At that moment 1he sound of clarions plaging t!
air of Diana, struck my ear. Casting my cyest
wards the Cesarean gote I beheld a troop of soldies |
and heard at a distance othier trumpets soundi (}
Cmsar's March, It waos thoe rteinforcomens that b i
Veen promiecd me—two thousand choeen men, w .3
to hosten their arrival, had marched all night. ¢ o*
hag then been decreed by tho Fates,” cried 1, wriz +f
ing my honds, ** thot the great iniquuty should'be - 4
compiished—that, for the purpozo of averting t
decds of yestetday, troops should arrive to-day. Crt g
deatiny, liow thac sportest with she aflairs of morir 3 0
Alas! it is but too true, swhat the Nazare e exclaim ¥ -
when writhing on the ctoes ¢ All 13 consummated.
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