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T HE rarity wvith which typhoid fever wvas found tw occur during preg-
nancy led the carlier teachers of medicine ta believe tliat the impreg-

nated wvoman possessed an imniunity against typhoidi infection. XVhcn in
the iight of statistios this view became no longer 'tnable, it wvas stili
asserted by many, t.hat while pregnancy did flot confer an immunity, it at
least prevented a sivere attack. Gradually, howvever, as the evidence
accumulated, it brcame apparent that the fate of the pregnant wvoman,
exposed to typhoid infe-ction, xvas in no great measure unlike that of her
non-pregnant sister, either in regard to, susceptibility to infection or in
severity of attack. The occurrence of several cases of typhoid fever in
pregnancy during the past year, in the Johns Hopkins Hospital, stimuiated
an interest in a study of ail of the cases wvhich have corne into, the wvards
of the hospitai, together wvith a resumé of the literature bearing upon the
subjcct, in order to test the authcnticity of the more modemn conception.

Prior to the middle of the Iast century, wvhen the subject first found
a place in the text-books on obstetrics, scanty mention xvas made in the
literature concerning the association of typhold fever and pregnancy. The
earliest recorded observations are those of Louis inl 1829. Towvards the
close of the century, the growth of bacteriological methods gave an
impetus to the study of the placental transmission of the typhoid bacillus,
and numerous observations began to, appear in the literature.

Incidence: The occurrence ýf typhoid fever d uring pregnancy in hos-
pital practice is comparativeiy rare. In the reports of Guy's Hospital
covering a period of twventy-eight years only seven cases wvere noted.
Ziegler, in Vienna, reported twenty-four cases fromn a series of i,85-, (1.3
per cent.); Liebermeister, twenty-four in a series of 1,420 (1.2 per cent.).
The s-catistics of these obser-vers make nc, distinction between typhoid
occurring in men, women and children. Curschimann found forty-five
cases associnted wvith pregnancy in a series of ',817 of typhoid fever in
femnales at Leipzig and Hamburg (2.5 per cent.); Martinet noted sixteen
cases in a series Of 46o in femaies (3- per cent.); Czaltdammer, twenty-
six in 640 cases (4 per cent.). These figures, however, include young and
old xvomen as weli as those of the chiid-bearing period. In the Johns
Hopkins Hospital up to, the time of wvriting there have been 1,9,4 cases
of typhoid fever admitted to the wards. In only eighteen of these has the
disease been compiicated xvith pregnancy The greater number of cases
of typhoid fever, as showva by the hospital records, ha-ve occurred in maies
in the proportion Of 2.4 i . 0f this lesser number of cases in females,
about 77 per cent. occurred betw..eea the ages of i5 and 40, which rnay he
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