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indicates an advanced pathological. lesion, as gangrenle, an appendix dis-
tended with pus, abscess or beginininog peritonitis. In some cases, howv-
ever, an abscess inay be present without any, or on]y slighit leucocytosis,
and iu cases of intense septie peritonit-is the number is but slightly or
not at ail increaseci. In this type of case, a lowv leucocyte coujnt is con-
sequently of unfavorable significance. In acute attaclzs of appendi-
citis. where the leucocytes have been belowv 18,000, or have fallen in
number wvhen counted a num ber of tinies, the p)atients have recovercd
without operation.

The clinical value of blood excaIflifations in these case.- vill readily
appeal to every practitioner w'ho appreciates the dilliculty ini be1ecting,
cases for operaotion and deciç. 'ing when to performi it. Whik not positive,
the information gained in this wav is of thie greate.st assistj,,nce in con-
junction with other data, in enabling the isuigeon to arrive at a conclu-
sion. The neceý,sity for caref ul t(,chniq uc and accuracv need scarcc-ly be
insisted upon, otherwise thae resuits wvill not only be uselcss but positively
misleading. Only thorougli acquaintance with the inethods and practice
in their application can cive the skill. requisite to inake the resuits ob-
tained by the observer a safe guide in any case.

THE BRITISH n4EDICAL ASSOCIATION AND THE COLONIUES.

Probably the most important itein of business au, the Chiîtenham
meeting wvas the report, of? Mr. _Edrnund Owenls' Comimittee, flie Constitu-
tion Oommittee. It is inost exhaustive, and after thoror'.gh discussion ab
successive general sederuuts of the Association, was adopted w'ith tittie
change from the original. Special interest attaches to it from the pro-
vision specially ruade for membersùiip in India and the Colonies. The
fact that M r. Owen is of Canadian birth is interesting in this conne*ction.
The Imperial Federation iclea is fructifying rapidly in the Britishi mi.nd
as well as in the Colonial, and it is earnestly to he hoped that the cause
wvill be helped £orward, as it can be very effectively, by a prompt and
widespread decision on the part of the profession iii Canada andci ese-
where to avail ourselves of the auvantages of rnernbership in so old anL-d
h.onoured a body as the British iViedical Association.

The primiary unit*' of organization is the Division, and a group of
Divisions is kuowvn as a Branch. The Division is to be small enough
gyeographlicalIy to, allow ail inenbers in t] e Division "a reasonable oppor-
tunity of attending every important meeting thereof."

The a-.utoniomy of the Divisions and Branches is safeguarded s0 per-
fectly that we feel vie can rnake the sweeping suggestion that the
large and useful societies already existing in Canada, particularly the


