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mortem appearances in any case of death from
inhaluiion of Clloroform which may come
under his notice, I venture to publish the
following notes trusting that they muy be of
interest to the profession genernlly. In ihe
first case there could be no doubt of deuth re-
sulting from inhalation of Cbloroform, in the
second, Chloroform wus partially and perhaps
ouly in a slight degree ke immediaie cause of
death. As the following notes will sofficienily
explain the cases, I wiil not extend this arti-
cle by making any remarks on them. To the
Coroner Dr. Jenuings before whom the inqui-
sition was held I am iudebted for leave to
publish the notes of the 1st. Cuse.

C. H. A delicate man found dead in his
bed, January 27¢h, 1868, with a botile of Chlo-
roform lying beside him. From the evideuce
at the inquest it appeared that he had been in
the hubit of inhaling Chloroform from time to
time to relicve the proxysms of asthina. He hadd
been heaed to say thut ibe Chloroform relieved
him and produced sleep but that it required seve-
ral days to recover from the prostrating effects
produced byit. During oue day at Nussau be
had inhuled 14 Ibs. of Chloroform siiting in
the open air. He hiad siated that lie bad iubaled
§ 1bs. of Chloroform in a weck; during ihe
5 or 6 weeks previous to his death he had
tried to dispeuse with its use and only inhuled

~about 3 3. the uight before he died, the night
of his death he had taken a liitle overan
ounce.

Post Moriem examination made by Dr.
Wickwire. No rigidity of the muscles, no
marks of violence, brain and its membranes
greatly congested, no effusion between the
brain and membraoes, effusion ino the ven-
tricles very slight, substunce of the cerebruai,
cerebellun and mednlla oblongsta normal,
pupils dilaced.

Viscein of {horax. Adhesion of the pleure
to the Jungs, right lung emphysematous and
congested, containing tubercles and several
cavities, left being more emphysematous than
the right containing tubercles and two small
cavities, pericurdium adherent, heart extern-
ally, had marks of chry-ic ndhesion, flabby and
nearly collapsed, right side contained a small
quantity of black blood, left side empty.

Abdominal viscera. Liver, right lobe very
much enlarged and congested, lef® small ; gall-
bladder contained s small quaniity of bile;
stomach, apleen intesiines avd bladder ina
healthy condition, kidneys aud supra-renal,
~apsules greatly coungested.

Case 2—0. G. aged 40, admitted into the
Provincial and City Hospital under my care
July 1st, 1868. States that fifteen years
ago he injured the left knee by striking it

against a piece of wood, a great deal of
inflamation of the joint followed. During the
past ten years it has been considerably swollen,
painful and very weak, abeut 2 mon:h previous
to admission it became so painful and tender
that he has been unable to ieave his bed, has
been greatly troubled with profuse perspira--
tions £nd diarrhea. On examisniion the left
leg and thigh were found to be wmdematous
the knee joint was greatly cularged and very
tender to the touch and a small fistulous open-
ing was found on ita iuner side. A few days
after admission he was placed under Jhe influ-
ence of Chloroform and a probe pussed down
the fistula. No dead bone and uo grating sen-
sation on rubbing the ends of the bones together
could be felt. On consultation with Drs.
Almon, Black and Hattie it was decided to
make a free incision through the cellular tissue
over the inner side of the joint and allow the
infiltrated seram to escape. This was done
and the patient put to bed. No unfavourable
symptoms from the chloroform were noticed.

July 220d. After a consultation the pati-
ent waa again placed on the operating table,
Present Drs. Parker, Hattie,” Black, Woodill
and a number of students. Chloroform was
administered in the usual wayon a towel. In
a few minutes the patient wus fully under its
influence, breathing good, pulse strong. I then
amputated the limb about the middle third of
the thigh, the arteries were tied without delay
and about the usual quantity of blood was lost.
Immediately the leg was off the Chloroform
was discontinued, at that time the patient was
breathing naturally and the pulse was very
good. About three or four minutes aiter this,
the teeth became firmly clenched, respirations
sterterous and gasping, pulse very small and
skin covered with a clammy perspiration, the
jaws were immediate;lj forced open and the
tongue drawn forwards, artificial respiration
stimulants snd other remedies were applied
but in vain. The patient died about ten min-
utes after the first alarming symptoms set in.
On cxamining the discased joint the synovial-/
mcmbrane was found to be couverted into a
gelatinous mass, the cartilage covering the in-
ner condyle was perfectly sound, that coverinﬁ
the outer condyle, the heads of ths tibia an
fibula was completely lestroyed and the bones
roughened. Post Mortem examination about
80 hours after death. The heart substance
valves and aorta were perfectly heulthy, cavities
quite emnpty. The lungs, stomach, apleen, in-
testines and kidueys wero all healthy but quite
pale from want of blood. The brain was quite
pale and its blood-vessels empty.




