THE CANADIAN MEDICAL REVIEW, )

Are Medical Officers of the Militia Ready for
Active Service?

Tk recent tension of relations with the United States, produced
by the unreasonable and Nogical message of President Cleveland,
auppesta fond for thought on the condition of the medical sorvice of
the militda, 1t is apparent at the outset that we have no medical
service properly wo called. It ds true wo have a number of medical
men atiached o battalions and corps who are suppased to be militarys
surgeons.  Without wishing 1o disparage in any way the profesaional
aviuirenmuts of any of these warthy and patrlotie gentlemen, it wmny
falily be asked how wany of them could pass an examination in
Porter's ¥ surgeon's Hand-hook ™ 2 How many of them know any.
thing of ambulance dill? Mow many of them ave there who
could direet o Acld hosplta!l or wedleal tranapart. colunm 2 1n
making these remarks we are not referring to any want of deslro
on thelr part to fulfil theae functions, but the anthorities ask for no
wther qualifieation for surgeons in the militia than that of belng
legally Jicensed practitionera, Vet in fact the medieal service of
armdes s beconte one of the most speeialized of apeefalties, Has
ot the time arrived when medieal ofticora ahould pasy a qualliylng
examination bath for envanee and promotion? AN medieal oftleers
i the Bgglish volunteers must now do so, and in consequence are
constdored and designated very praperly as * eflicient,” and therehy
gain for thelr corps an icereased capitation grant, I3 {Cnot time that we
woke up in this country to the fact that twice within three years there
has been real danger of war, and that il such a eatastrophe shonk)
arrive how uttesly unprepared we would e,

In 1885 Surgeon-General Bergin submitied a complete seheme of
medical organization to the Government,  Sinee then the attention of
the Ciovernment has been drawn to the subject,  Individual writera
have not been wanting 1o Qo thelr share in apitating for medieal
reorganization,  What has been accomplished 2 Next o nothing,
The autharities should take the present apportunity Lo purchase equip-
ment for at least two Beaver companics,  Public opinion is favor-
wble to the inerease of expenditure upon  wilitnry accouny, and the
wmen are ready to Gl the ranks,



