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Tiable. lIn 1510 a dizsease visited Great
Britain, cbaracterized by " a grci'vous

pain .ir the head, heaviness, diflicult
brea t hi ng, loss of strength, restlessnless,
hoarseness, etc. The first day it was
without spitting, but about the 7th or
Sith. day much viscid plegm was spat
up. others, (though feVerj spat up
-only water and froth. When they be-
-gan to spit, the cough andl shortuess of
-breath became casier.

This accoun t was bya chronogr apher
livingi at the Lime and qiuoted in the
work of Thompson, Annals of ifluen-
za, 1852. In Che same work is an ae-

mcom t by Thomas Short, of an epidenic
of terrible severity which swept over
1urope ini 1557. and is said to have also
reached as fa' as America, w'hile others
chaii tuhat- the fi rst Amecrican epidcemic
oceirred in 1027, when it broke ont
in Massachusetts and Connecticut.
theie spriueading southwarid to the
NWest Indies, and into South Amuerica

:as far' as Chili. Probably, however,
hie earliest recorded out break occurred
ii 1017 as described by Webster, in

a Brief History of epidemic and
pestilential diseases."

The oitb'reak of 1557, occurred iii
Englaid during September, after an
umnusually wet Se!>son. The following
is the description given : "iPresently
af ter auny catarrbs occur'red,: follow-
ed qüicliy by a more severe cough,

pain of the sido, dificilty of breathing
aud a fever. The pain was niîther j
violent nor pricking, but mild. The
third day ithey expectorated freely.
The sixth, seventh or at farthest the
eighth, aill who had thatpain of theside
died, but such) as were blooded on the
first or' second da;y recovered -on the
fourth or fifth but bleeding ou the
last t.wo days did no good. AIl were
worse at- niglt than by day, such as
'eovced ced kin g valctudinary andl

iUad a deak stomîach."
This epidemîic w-mas w-ithout doubt

malignant Grippe. j ts inortality was
reightful, probably owiug to the un-

sanitary condition of the age. Accord-
ing to Wilson in Pepper's system of
Mledicine in a small town near Madrid
two thoumsand people died. The treat-
ment was purgiiing and bleeding, and
of thefatal cases all had been bled. In
Delft it carrîed off five thouisand of the
poor irhabitants, while it is said that
ail througli urope thousands were
affected simultaneou sly and that the
popnlace of entire cities fell il] in a day.

From the sixteenth centuîry onward
epidenics of greater or Ilesser severity
have affected moire or less the civilized
world. Soîme of the mîost widely
spread occurred in 1627, 1732-33, 1767,
1 781-82, 180-32, 1850-51, 1857.58, 1874-75,
1889- present time.

The details of these while' interesting
froi an historical point of view are of
little vaine to us as general practition-
ers, and hence. entirely bcyr.-M _he
scope of this paper. Before however
proceeding to consider the etiology;
etc., of Intluenza it vill be.well to.direct
at.tention to a peculiarity of our latest
visitor. Occuring first in the vinter of
1889> L'he epidemic was widely spread
and umarkedly severe. Since then it
lias recurred regularly year after year.
The outbreak usually takes place in
the late winter, or ea-rly spring and
continues more or less foi' several
imonmths. As far as J can learn, al]
previous epidemies ran their course in
a few months and then disappeared
not to ocur again for several years.
[t seemîs aliost as if it were beconing
endemoiG ivît.h us rather than epidemie.
That our trans-atlantic b>rthernac
smilarly afflicted seens evident fror
the numerous articles on the minous
phases of Grippe îi their éu'rënt
muedical literatutre.

I think dt the preset e ail

aged that ftïflueuža is yniu°c ôr
geru disease,,whlether or ino the true
gerîm has been isoiated is. still sub-
jndice. Dr. Kauthack before the Haî
veian Society of Léridon, in .March
1894.e demnonstr'ated culti vationm and
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