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Tiable. In 1510 a disease visited Great
‘Britain, cb'!mct(-rued by “a greivous

pain i the head, heaviness, difficalt -

breathing, loss of strength, 1 estlessness,

- hoarseness, ete.  The. first day it was
without spitting, but about the 7th ov
Sth day rouch viscid plegm was spat
up. others, (ibough fewer) spat up
ooly water and froth.

. gan to spit, the umg.,h 'mfl shortness nf
‘breath became easier.

- This account was bv.L chronogt .1plwr
“hvmxz at the time and quoted in the
work of Thompson, Annals of lTofluen-
2, 1852 In the same work is an ac-
<count by Thomas Short, of an epidemi
of terrible severity shich swept over
Turope in 1557, and is said to have also
réached as far as-America, while others

“cliim Lhavtlu- ‘first American epidemic
()cumed in 1627, when it broke out
in  Massachusetts ‘and Connecticut,

theuce spreading southward to the

West Indies, and into South Aumerica
as far as Chili.  Probably, however,
the earliest recorded outhreak occurred

in 1617 as déscribed by Webster, in

“ta Brief
pestilential dise: ases. ‘

The Oll{x“'(,'lk of 1557, occurred in

nghnd during September, after an
-unusually wet seeson. The following
i the description given:
.Afhm' many catarrhs occurred,: follaw-
&l quickly by a more severe cough,
pain of the side, difficuity of breathing
“and a fever. The pain was. neither
tviolent nor pr 1ck1m_»; but mild. The
“third day they expectorated freely.
“T'he’sixth, seventh or at farthest the
elghth all who had thatpain of t!ze side
.died, bub such as were blooded on the
first oxfsecond day recovered.on the
‘fourth or fifth'; but bluedmg on the
last vwo. days did no ‘good. | All were

Hisgory of epnlemw

»

and

“WOI'a(’ at- night’ tlmn by day, such as’
: ecovm redrwerne ]on(Y valetndma)y and,‘

: }md a wcak stonmrh.

Thxs epldemlc WA .{(-n;h‘out; donbbyﬂ

: mangnanb Grippe. "Its mormhw was

!‘l xghtful probablv owmo' to the’ un-

When they be-.
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canitary condition of the age. Accord-

ing to Wilson in Pepper's system ‘of

Medicine in a small town near Madsid
two theasand pmple died. The treat-

. ment was purging and bleeding, and
; of the Tatal cases

all had been bled. . In

© Delft it carried off five thousand of the

1781-82, 1830-32,

,medlca! Iltemtm'e. o

-poor inhabitants, while it is said that

all through Buardpe thousands were
atfected simultancously and that the
popui&ce of entire cities fell ill in a day.

From the sixteenth century onward
epidemi(:s of greater or lesser severity
have affected wove or less the civilized
world. Some of the -most widely
spread . occurrved in l(ﬂx, 1732-33, 1767,
1850-51, 1 S.u ()S, : 18/4—/-),
1889 present time.
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The details of these whx)o mtex estmo .

from an historical point of view are of
little value to us as general pmctlmon—

ers, and hence entu‘ely ‘bevond “the,

scope of this paper. Before however
proceeding to consider the’ etlology-
ete,, of Influenzait will be. well to.direct
altention to a peculiarity of our Intest
visitor. - Oceuring first in the wmter of

1880 the epidemic was widely spread

and markedly severe. Since then ib
has recurred regularly year after year.
The outbreak usually takes place. in
the lafe winter, or early spring and
continues more or less for several
months. As far as T can learn. all
previous epidemics ran their course in
a few montl' ‘(tnd then “disap
not to .occar again for several yeat‘s.
{6 seems almost as if it were hecommg

peared

endernic with us rather than epxdemlc )

That our &,1'ans~at,].mt1c. ‘brethern” dre

amnl‘uly afflicted seems evident fwm.

the numerous avtxcleb On the, rumous
phases - of (wuppe ia’ Lhew' ‘éu

germ dlse%e, whe 2her or. no. the tr‘uer
germ has been: ‘isolated is still sub-

Jnchce Dxn ,\antha k before {the H:

19‘)4 zlemon:am-at;ed culhxvatmn.a

‘veian Soc.etsy of Lcmdon. in’ Marc‘i:
nd.



