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plan for his relief, and would have heen performed haud [ then heen sequuinted
with Mr. Twmilton’s case. ‘ ‘

Tt is fureign to my purpose to enquire whether the non-deseent of the testicle
in the first case I have given, is to he attributed to the arrest of dcvelop.mcnt of
the spermatic artery, or if the non-development of the spermatic axtery 34 a con-
sequence of the retention of the testicle, the important fuct for the surgeon to
know is, that whercas ample provision for the arterial supply of the healthy tes-
ticle has heen made, by giving it o speciul artery, remarkable for its origin, size,
and course, and that it ulso obtaing for itself and ity envelopes, nourishment
from the spermatio branches of the epigastric und the deferential brunches, of
the superior-vesical, yet in the cases slluded to, there was an ahsence of these
vessels, and that in a cuse mentioned by Broea, and guoted by Curling, where
the left testicle was within the abdomen, about an inch shove the inguinal ring,
it was “small, flattened, resembling a haricot bean,” and ¢ the spermatie artery
was as fine a8 a thread.”*  Tn Mr. Hamilton's ease, it i distinctly stated that
there was no humorrhage, and no wessels to be tied, and the some yemwrk s
made by Mr. Spry, surgeon to the Royal Cornwall Tnfirmary, who removed a
recently deseended testicle, that Liad heeome the seat of encephuloid digense. e

~ also observes, “ the hiemorrhage nttending the operation was so slight, that no
veusels required to be ligatured.§  These defeots in the arterial supply, taken in
connection with the arrests of development of other structures, intimately con-
neeted with the testicle, as the epididymis, vas deferens, and seminal tubes ; the
atrophied and mig-shapen form of the organ itself, and the abgence of sperma-
tozon in all those cases in which those hodies were sought for, elearly show that
the organ is in most cases o uscless and withered gland, ineupable of performing
its functiong, and acting, when it suddenly leaves its original position, as o
Soreign body, causing excessive pain and inconvenience from theinflammation it
excites in neighbouring parts, rather than from the inflammation of ity own
structure, for in the caseof Mr. Tlamilton and in mine, the testicle itself was free
from disease, thougly it had caused cffusion of serum in two of them, snd of
hadly formed plastic matter in the third, We have no reason then to hesitate
about removing these hodies under the circumstances I have mentioned, when-
ever they give rise to frequent and severe attacks of inflummation. It would
appear that in some of these cases, the patient scems conscious of the organic
imperfection, for we cun hardly explain on any other supposition, the readiness:
with which 2 putient submits 10 castration, und even urges its performance on
his medical adviser. ‘ : ‘ N ,

It may not he out of pluce to allude to opinions lately expressed ut 2 meeting
of the Royal Medico-Chirurgical Socicty, and reported in the Laneet for Jany,
22,1858, A great many cases were detuiled to show that retention of one
testicle was not injurious to the procrestive powers of the patient, und some of the
speakers asserted that the retention of both, should ‘not be considered 2 bar
to matrimony, . Mr, Coulson said, the minds of the public should e disabused

* Curling, on the Testis, Second American Edition, p. 12,
t Lanest for 22nd January, 1858, o
% 8ee cases by Cloguet, Follin, quoted by Curling,



