
TUE ANOIENT MINEIUS Olr LAKE SUPEUIIOR.

of pestilence, sucli as iu the scveuteontli century, swcpt away tho
Messaelieuseuks and INarragatisetts of New Eîîgland-îppears to liave
abruptly arrestod thecir labours, and to bave restored thio sce-nes of
thcir industrious progression to the silencee ainid wvlicIi tho later
f'ores t-ivildcrncss areso. It is net necessary to ass8umel a very recat
autiquity for the cra of' this abortive Americitn civi1izitioni. t lias
becu a favourite tlheory withi soîne, to trace analogies betwccn the
arts of Central Airica and thoqe of Egypt'8 primnitive civiEzation*
But those who do so, forget that the era of Montezuma is kn1own,
and that to a past 80 recent as that Nve caa assign se inuch of Aztec
and Toltec art, that a very fiew more centuries, at rnost, may suffEce to
embrace the utmost tliat we know of. .A.suredly nothing bis been
observed, as yet, pertaining citlier to the etbnology or tho archw~oIo-
gy of the new world, whicli înay liot bo compatible with its tirst
occupation by a hurnan population subsequent to the Christian era.
Mnch: bhowevcr, iay yet be brou glt to light, in reference to Axnerica's
prelmistorie centuries; and ineanwhile it,4eeiis 1relnature -o aflirin as
Dr. Schoolcraft doos of the Lakec Superior basin : " There are no arti-
ficial inouin(s, emibankinents, or barrows ili thiýs ba-,il', to denote that
the country liad been, atieiently iinhabited; and when the inquiiry- is
directed to that part of the continent wvhieh extcnds north'vard front
its nortbcrn shores, this primitive chiaracter of the face of the country
becomies stili more strik.ing,. It is something to affirii that thienound-
builders, whose works have fihled the WTest wvith wvonder,-quite un-
necessary wondler,-hiad neyer extended thecir swvay bore. The country
appears neyer to bave been fouglit for, in ancient tijues, by a seimi-
eivilized or even pseudo-barbarie race. There are but few darts or
spear-heads. 1 bave net traced remtains of the incipient art of pot-
tory, known to the Algouquin and other Ainerican stocks, beyond the
Straits of St. Mary, whieh conneets Lakes Huron and Superior; and
arn incli'ed to believe that they do net extend in that lotigitude
beyend the latitude of' 360 30'. There is a fresh magnificence iii the
ample area of Lake Superior, which appears to gainsay the former ex-
istence and exercise by man, of any laws eof mechanical or industrial
power, beyond the canoe-frame and the war-elnb. And its storm-
beaten and castellated rocks however iînposing, gis-e no proofs that
the dust eof bumanl antiquity, in its artificial phases, bas ever rested
on them.",

Observation bas already disclosed in tbese northern reffions the
trenches of the ancient miners, who supplied te the mound-builders
of the sonth the copper wbiehi tbey are proved te bave se abundantly
used; and the country Las flot yet been se tborougbly explored


