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will recolleet the grandeur of the sceiery
through whiclh the ioad passes. Fu ailes
the shore -is Une conitiuaous i illage. Il. J.
leeier i the president of the Company and
Isral Tarte, of Quebec, vice president. One
(if the original pronoters is Nlayor Langelier,
of the city of Qnebec.

Tnx following description of the proposed
bridge across the St. Lawrence, ait Quebiec, ils
frot the montreal Stut': -The plhtas for tie
bridge and its approaches have beu prepared
by Sir. Janes liruilees, the eiiintent Englisht
engineer, assisted by ai'r. A. L. Light, M.
Inîst. C. E.. goverimuent engineer of the iro.
vince of Quebec. The St. Lawrence, at the

point selecteal for the bridge, is oenaiparatively
narrow, the widthu fromt shote to shore being
2,400 feet. But the great depth of water pre-
vents the construction of pieis in the centre,
hence the iiew cantilever priniciple lias tao be
adopted for the superstructure. Twmassive

piera of granite na.usonry will be Iuilt at a dis-
tance of 500 and 240 feet frott the shiores of
the river in a depth of about 40 feet of water,
and ot these the enorimouts cantilever iroit
work will ble erected. 'rite piers will bc built
snitficiently high to allow tIih mfasts of the
largest ocean steamers to pass unlder the
centre span. h'lie iintaensionas of thie bridge
will be as follows : Length of centre (canti-
lever) span, 1,442 feet ; lengtlh of northern
shore span, 487'feet ; length of sotthern shore
span, 4S7 feet; total length of bridge and ap-
proaches, 3,460 feet ; height from high water
mark to bottoi of bridge, 150 feet; height of
piers above high water, 150 feet.; extremte
heiglt of top of cantilever above high water,
408 feet. The centie span wvill bc 290 feet
shorter than that of the cantilever bridge now
being bttilt over the Firti of Forth, whichu
has a span of 1,730 feet and a total length of
10,000 feet. The Qutebec bridge has been de-
signed for a double track, but for cecononi-
Cal reasons this may be altered so as tO pro-
ville fou a single track only. -Mr. Sandford
Fleming, C. 31. G., in lis book " Old to New
Westninater," speaking of tihis proposed
bridge, says that " the railway systen of the
Dominion will always Le incomplete tuntil the
St. Lawrence is bridged at Qtebec."

The Disallowance Question.

Tri. following appeared in the Ottawa cor-
respondence of the Toronto Mail recently
"Mir. LaRivicre, provincial secretanry of Mani-
toba, was in the city. Youar correspondent
showed him the following paragraph appear.
ing in the Mail: 'It is atatel with a good
deal of positiveness that sone concession wili
shortly be made to Manitoba with respect to
the disallowance question by the Dominion
G overnment.' 'Mr. LaRiviere was asked for
a defirite stateient in regard to the disallow.
-%ace question. In reply he said disallowance
hiad taken two foris, cime iundter the ionopoly
clatse of the Canadian Pacifie Railway bill,
the other as a general policy of the Dominion
Government. Some acts that were disallowed
in the firat instance were in contravention to
the Canadian Pacifie Railway charter, but
somaie later acts of the Manitoba Legislature

whiclh, speaking frot iemnory, lie could not
Cmatnerate positively, I d beci disallow ed as
a general policy by the Dolnioin uà ermuent
unmder the veto power ihieli tlhey possessed.
rTat part of the disallw anu. esatin, which
was entirely undier the control of the Federal
(overnment, le liad reason to believe, woumldl
not be exercised any longer, and the govern.
ment candidates ii Nialnitoba had bcn per.
mitteil to milake silh an annim emncent. 'lhe
Canadiai Pacifie lIailway niloipoly clause
did not affect the original Province of Maai.
tobat, but only the added territory. lie couild
not say definitely what the Canadian Pacifie
Railway initendCd to <la in regard to the mat.
ter, but le uinderstood the Company was will.
ing ta give up the present rights within cer.
tain limitsi.

Railway or Railroad ?

Tu Iailay Aye says:-zAlthotglh the
Raiheay Aye lias held its peace for somtte tiie
in regard to tei absurd eustun of represeniting
the word " lIailroad " by the letters 1%. R.,
it does not Cease ta gronu in spirit over the
violence of etymnology, orthography and good
taste whicl that custom indicates. It has
looked in vain for any defence of the practice
of writing Il. Il. for Railroad while abbrevi.
ating Ilailway to ICy. If IR. IR. is right then
1l. W. is the proper way ta abbreviate Rail.
way. If Ry is sensible and couvenient as an
abbreviation, as it certainly is, then why nnt
Ed ? We observe thtat the Kansas railroad
comnmissioncrs in their last annual report, cvi.
dently appreciating the bad taste and bad
typographical appearance of 1R. R., have bold,
ly adopted a new abbreviation for the two
words which lias the merit of unifornity and
consistency, Railroad lbeing represented by
RId. and Railway by Rly. This certainly is
better than the plan of abbreviation which
assumes that the fuli expression is Itil Road
-an obsolete and improper designation. 1But
while the Kansas commnsioners shouild bc
commended for their good taste and their in-
dependence in moving ini the matter of this
reform, it is not evident why they do not dis.
card the letter 1 in both abbreviations and
sinply write Rd. or Ry. It is ta be hoped
that in their next report thcy will make this
final miove toward the proper and uniforn ab.
breviation ; and more'over that other state
railway conissuioners will take the samie tic.
tion, even if railway officials are so boind by
eustom and habit that they arc slow about
venturing ta abolish the barbarous Rl. R., the
absurdity of which nany of then admit.

American Description of the P. E. I. Tunnel.

TiE following is fron the Railt:ay R<giscer,
of St. Louis

Consul Keimi sends to the State Department
lat Washington, D. C., an interesting report of
the scheme to connect Prince Edward Island
with the main land by a railroad fourteen
miles long, under water.

Wlen, in 1872, Prince Edward Liland went
into Confederation, the Dominion Governmient
guaranteed, anong other thinge, to keep open
wintercommnunication with the nainland, and

in 1873 the winter steamer, Northie light
wtt put on to du titis. She failei. HIiglh tides
bî ing immituise uantites ait te up îanîd alido n
the strait.

'lTe amunnt of subsidy graited annultally bj
the Governmient to lrince Edward province
for ice-boat, sinianiier steaiers, tand loss oit
island railway is about $200,000.

lin 1873 George V. 1l owlan, a memiber of
the Iuminion Seniate. and since 18S62 ia United
States conisutiar agent, conceivedl the plain of an
iron tuabuilar railway for a railway track, s)
goods cati lie s.hippel throtigl at ail seascus
without change of buk, shortening the timte,
tînt holirs but days, atnd iuncreasing trade with
the Unitead States, as there Cati ro mitovinig
of freiglit during the w%-inter mîîonths.

The shortest distance from 'rince Ed ard
laland (CarIton 1ical) to the in lanld in Nuw
lBrunsvick is fourteen and one.half mile.s. It
is proposei tu run out ont piles oe miile frot
the New Blrunswick shore.

The tunnel w-ill lie sixteen feet in diamcter,
bauilt in segiments of five. segments tu the circle,
int ten-foot lengths, composed of iron, and
lined inside with two feet eiglht inclues of con-
erete in the bottom and ane foot arotind the
circle. It will be laid by a plan recently pat.
ented in the United Sates.

h'lie Dominion Goveranmeit imiade ia survey
of th strait last satomniaier over cthe proposed
route. The bottoi vias found frie fiott rocks
and composed entirely of brick clay.

'lie wîork is thouight a simple atd practicable
ome, and will take about threce years to build
frot the timte it is started, andai will cost about
65,000,000.

West Indian Trade.

Ta. Ottawa Journal says .- h aoue-
ment that the Federal Governient proposes
to subsidize a steamtship lino maitntaining a
fortnightly service betweent Catnada and the
Wetst Indics created gre.at satisf.actiot in mer-
cantile circles, especially in the 1anttime
piovii.es. The iniportaice of the tmade that
mniglit be warked uap in titis dirc.tion lias been
recoginized for a number of years. li 1875 a
cuniittiissiont was appoiitcd tu visit the Wet
Indies. The first thing they reailizcd s neces.
sary was steami communication, and the
Governments of Canada and of the islauids in
the West Indies were induced to promise large
subsidics, but they fell through. The trade be-
twecnt the two colonies in 18S5 amtouited ta
about S5,000,000, of whiclh aboiut $4,000,000
was fisi, the remnainder 81,000,000 being other
prodnets of the islands. It is calculated that
if steai communications and trade relationfs
were arranged, Canada would reccive direct
ail the tropical productions and imanifactures
which are iow receivel tLirough other
coutntries. In 1875 Cuba and i'orto Rico had
at almnost prohibitory tarifT, so that it was lim.
possible to do any trade with them ; but naow
foreign vessela can trade with these islands ot
the sane ternms as the Spanish tleiiselves.

As act to baild uap the Cmandian Pacific
railway at the co.it of the basiness mnterests; of
the country " might be suggested as a title for
the Inter.State Commerce ll.-Ex.


