
APOS7'OLIC SUCCESSION.

wve examine this authoritative Catechismn, the more do we pitv
those children, who, from Sabbath to Sabbath, receive suchi a
singular decoction.

The consequences of this Apostolic Succession thecry are
serious and wide-spreading with those who hold. it. It is truly
the doctrine of "a standing or falling Church." Thje issue is put
thus: "Let there be no assumned Apostolic Succession (in the
sense which we reprobate> and then (as we are told) "lthere may
be the loftiest spirituality in the mninister, there may be the sub-
Iimest piety in the hearers, there may be the most clear and
conclusive evidences that the God of the Universe bows the Hea-
yens to, own .the ministrations ofhlis servant, yet, ail is void: there
is no genuine Christianity, there are no valid Sacraments, no
Ministry, no Church, no Heaven, no Hope, and uncovenanted
mercies are the only hope." And, vice versa, so greatly is this
doctrine prized tliat.if this Succession be present, then, according
ta Tridentine and Tractarian views, it mnatters not ver>' much
that there may be idolatry ini the desk, superstition ini the pulpit,
and blasphemny upon the altar; if the Succession be there in its
integrit>', there mnust be a true Church of Christ, a true
Ministry and val id Sacraments." The Church of Rame,
because she supposes or is supposed ta possess the Apostciic
Succession, is " our dear Sister " and "Christ's H-ol>' Home:"
the Church of Scotland, because she is supposed ta, have it flot
is «IlSamaria,> that is, not far from the Promised Land, but stili
out of it-and the Dissenters (an epithet most offensive here
wvhere there is no Established Church) are summarily consigned,
without exception, to the uncovenanted mercies af God.-

EUSEI3IUS.

Eusebius, of the fourth century, is the Church Historian an
whomn the advocates of the Apostolic Succession rel>' for their
]ists of' ]ishops. But %vas Eusebius sure af his own correctness ?
At thé- ver>' opening af his Histor>' he says: ""We are attempt-
ing a kind of tractless and unbeaten path. We are totally
unable ta, find even the bare vlestiges of those who niay have
travelled the iva> before us unless, perhaps, ivhat is oni>' presented
in the sliçh, intimationts which some in different ways have trans-
mitted ta us in certain partlial narratves of the times in ivhich


