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with hin? Not the laat day on which
such a diveful acciddent had taken place,
the chief actor had not even beenan
acquaintance of the victim of to day. The
man who lay dying within sight of us, had
reml an account of the lnst accident in
the papers and had given it nothing
more than a passiog thought., The future
hadd been darkly veiled to him; he hal
gone along totallyand happily oblivious
to his impendiug fute, and performed the
last tragic act in & human being's career,
with the astonishing earneitness and
renlity of one acoustomed to the perform-
ance of such an act. I remarked to my
friend in the adjoining seat, this has been
a yreat duy for that man !

I also remarked to myself, when I be.
hell thestricken facesof this unfortunate
man’s wife and child, that this had been
a greal day for those poor souls!

‘Though puinful to witness, this calawity
to 2 wnn with whon the majority of the
onlookers were not even acquuinted,
naturally elicited nothing wore thana
few sympathetic exclawuations, such as
“#]'g0r mman, he is out of pain and cave; [
pity hiz poor wife!” ete., ete.

To be countinued,
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Pon and Ink Skétches of Jamaica.

(coNecLAhED. )

One i3 struck in travelling by the scar-
city of dwelling houses. The scenery is
strangoly wild and “bosky,” and little
cultivated. You wmay travel Jjor wiles
witliout seeing a house or habitation ot
any sort. The cottee patches are inter
mingled with trumpet, sour apple, cocos,
mango trees, ete., which will grow thickly
ahout the wattle and thatch cottages of
the so called “swall settlers.”

‘The Howeis aud terns tempt you to
pick thew ut every mowent, but such a
thing as walking about freely in that put
o the [sland is out of the queation, ow-.
ing to the fieks in the grass, You can.
not journey very fir in Jamaica without
~omn being mmade acquainted with the
pest of the place.  Three kinds (or sizes
in ditfferent stages of growth, as a great
many afltnn it to be) of ficks infest the
zistes and cover the bushes. The siualle
ost Kind which ave ginsy lice— wo the
most troublesome. ‘They are so small
that it is almnst fuzpossible to see thewm
souetitaes without looking very near,
These are tn size not nnch luger than
pins it The ved tick, ealled so froin
its veldish bie, is ahont the size of n lavye
pin's Lead,  Then there i3 the silver tick,
a il silver grey insect of a loathsome
appearance, the siza of wsuadl ly, ‘Fhese
are the nataral <izes of the ticks, us seen
an the bushes and grnss, not their size
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wlien in a state of repletion, which de.
pends entively on the quantity of blood
they have sucked, 1f, for instance, one
has been faithfully sticking to you all
night, by the morning his Hat body will
have hecome bhloated to very rotund
diutensions.

Merely to touch & small bush or blade
of grass is often enough to cover you
with these insects. In one mowent you
ate literally swarming with them. I have
seen a blle of guass so thickly covered
with them that no atom of it was visible,
but it looked more like a woolly stick, so
closely was it covered. ‘They have hurd-.
ly touched yon before you are painfully
conscious of the fact, They rapidly
pierce through your clothing and take
possession of your body. To preserve s
serene and swiling countenauce under
these circumstances, would require the
stoicist of a saint accustomed to penance,
They stickto you, or rather bury their
heads into your flesh with such pertina-
city, that it is neither easy to brush nor
wash theus oft. They have to be picked
oft. Inthe country where the horses
feed on the commons and in the arass
pieces, the negro grooms always speak of
ticlsing. the horsesin the morning.

‘Ihe bite is particularly poisonous. The
intensity of the burning irritation de-
pends ou the length of time the tick hus
been biting, and very much onthe state
of the blood, as to whether the bLite be-
comesa had sore or not. But how-
aver healthy the blood, the irritation is
sure to torment you for some weeks. [
will altogether cease for a day or two, and
then begin again. And very often the
last state of that bite is worse than the
first.  Frequently at night you will find
you have awakened yourself by scratch
ing at soine bite inflicted weeks previ.
ously. After the :ains in May the ticks
ul.ost disappear for four 1.onths, except
in the thick grass pieces, where they al
wiys abound. When they ave quite in
seasim, there is no escape from tham for-
they will frequently blow in at the open
windows., Sou:e pnts of the [slnd ave s
yeb quite exetupt from this plague. On
the Port Royal Mountains and the Blue
Mouutain Rirlye, they have not. yet mude
theiv appearance; but if, as affivined, it is
true that they are spreading over the 1s.
land, the outlook is decidedly bad. The
oldest inhabitants agees that some 24 or
23 years ago such o thing as atick was
tot known, ‘That they were jmported
with the Cuban cattle into the Island
there seeins to be no doubt. That they
bave now heeone a cuse in any lis
tricts is a paintui fuct; and it i3 also a fact,
that where mnch stock is kept, there the
tick is in greatabuadance.  In Manches-
tey, for mstance, in all the “l'enns™ they
are a perfect seourge; also, about Xpanish
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‘Town, aud on the north side, where there
are wmany cattle,

‘There ave graas pieces in sowe of the
“Penns"” which 80 awarm with the ticks
thatthe cattle will hardly remmnin in
them,

There are no poisonous snakes in Jam-
aica. ‘The yellow snakeis the Inrgest,
sowmetimes 1easuring 12 feet in lenyth,
but quite harmless, And excopt the
ticks, there are few poisonousg insects,
Occasionally, you hiear of a centipeile or
scorpion, generally on the plaina. ‘I'he
mosquito is rather troublesome at certain
times of the yearabout the plains, and
strange to say, even up in the cool moun-
tains. 1 have known thew very torment-
ing occasionally at Flawstead in the after-
noon, 3,000 feet above sea level.

The birds sing sweetly in most parts of
the Island. The Jawaica nightingale
chauts a thrilling melody, a clear coutin-
uous tiill of peculiar sweetness. 1 have
heawd it wurble oft and on thronghout the
whole night. On a moonlight night it
literally pours out its tiny bird:sonl ina
passion of plaintive pleading. In the
YPort Royal and Blue Mountsins you fve.
quently. hear the solewmn notes of the
solitnive more melancholy than sweet.
Many beautiful birds frequent the trees,
Numbers of tiny humming birds are ever
darting in and out among the lowers anl
in the flowerinyg trees, of which thers avo
somany. The throats of the huinmning
birds fiash like brilliant rubies and emey-
alds. Butthemost brilliantly gorgeons
little bird that I noticed was the Jamunicn
robin, a bird of the most vivild greon,
with a throat aglow like & glenwing coal
of fire. The great johucrow, a species of
vulture (cathartes awra) is one of the
tirst things which strike you unpleasaut.
ly on your arrival. These huge black
birds, the size of a small turkey,. with-
smooth red heads, swoop about every-
where, or in twos and threes, sometines
n:ore, on the roofs of housex, vealdy to
pounce at any woment on their prey.
The johncrow is the natural scavenger of
Kingston, which certuinly needs his ser-
vices Ladly. Indeed, these binds e
scavengers for the whole [sland.  Thepe
value is so well appreciated  that there is
a law prolithiting anyone fiom  shaoting
them. Dut evenin the country the john-
crow does his duty, tor if an anial dies,
it is left to tha johincrow to mnake ot with
the carcase, and o a wondronsly short
time nothing is left but a heap of bones
towhiten inthe sun. You see these
funtereal looking Livds In Nacksall over
the Island, ‘Fhey preside on the ool of
Governuent [House s well -5 on that of
the nerrohitt,  ‘They ave the hideous bt
ominaus present necessity of Jaunien.

The rainy seasons ea:e in the months
of October mul May.  “(hny generally Le-



