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tion of the death penalty. The Turks resorted to their usual tactics of
empty promises and cunning evasion, making general promises that every-
thing should be wisely and properly done, ete., but Lord Stratford was
well aware of their tricks, and, besides, he was nobly sustained by the
Cabiet in England and by popular sentiment thronghout Europe. So L
bore down steadily on the Sultan, sweeping away one subterfuge after
another, till one day, wlen all things were in readiness, the significant
words ‘¢ The apostate shall nat be put to death’ were wnitten in Turkish
by Mr. Alison, the interpreter of the Dritish Embassy, and handed to the
Sultan for his official signature. The pressure exerted by Lord Stratford
was so firm that all tricks were futile ; the imperial antograph was aftixed to
that singular paper, aud so it became the law of the empire. Tt is very
casy, however, for dishonest governors and corrupt courts to sentence s
man to death, assigning as a reason the commission of some purely imag.
inary crime. A better way still is simply to draft the unhappy man into
the army and then to signify to the officers of his regiment that he is to by
treated with great severity. It is not long in such cases before the name
disappears from the company register altogether. Army discipline is lad
enough at best, and under circumstances like this it may become Jdown-
right torture, ending in death. Even in cases which are not pressed to the
bitter end in this way a vash amount of wretchedness can be inflicted ona
man who has displeased the local authorities cr defied the public sentiment
of his townsmen. Very much must be dene before there will be genuine
religious toleration or personal liberty in that part of the world.

The recent efforts to cripple the educational institutions at Marsovan are
a good example of Turkish unfairness. The two native teachers who were
convicted by larefaced forgery and perjury were nct in themselves spe-
eially obnoxious to the Turks, but the blow was aimed at them in order to
injure the college and to distress the missionarics, who are really the per-
sons attacked. This is now the weak point in our system. We can luill
a college ; but if the native professors who are employed in the college are
to be imprisoned, abused, and lanished to remote points on frivoluus
charges, our work is at the mercy of our foes at any moment. This im-
portant point is to be notcd, however. The cager effort of the hostile
party to injure a Irotestant college is in itsclf a tribute to the cffective
work done by the institution. The fury of attack is in reality a tribute,
confession. The Turks to-day practically acknowledge that Amcriean
ideas are pushing their way in the Ottoman Empire so fast and so wide
that no force can arrest them short of violence and banishment. If the
question be asked, therefore, what Christian work is now done in Moslem
cities, we point in answer to the evident uneasiness of the Moslem autheri-
tics. Taking their testimony into account, we are justified in claiming that
some very cffective work has been wrought.

Nor is it only by the sale of the Seriptures and by our schools that we
are doing this. We have also many opportunities to preach Christ direct




