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been drawn out into an eighteen
years’ bloody contest, unless there
had been something more than that
silver mincatstake. Sointhe north-
west, a contest about the division ef
spoils, or ihe cutting of a few
bamboos, was, indeed, the match
which set fire to combustibles, but
certainly did not furnish fuel for
combustion {o the flames of that
fierce contest thac raged for twelve
years, and was only yuenched at last
in rivers of blood. The contest was
a contest [or power,

(4) We can never be sure how
much the Mohammiedans in China
are influenced from without. Dr.
Williams says that the last great
rebellion was largely fomented by
Turkish scctaries.

Ramabai's Institution for Ohild-

Widows,

THE little high-caste Brahman
widow, Ramabai, bearing the high-
est honorary and literary degree be-
stowed by the Bralmanic brother-
hood, and known by ihe title <“Pun-
dita,” invented by an English lady
{o: convenience of foreign introduc-
tion, came among us in an unosten-
tatious way, studied our institutions
and organized support of a cherished
plan of her own for elevating and
cducating ““little widows™ of high-
caste families in India, and departed
the country as unostentatiously as
she enfered it The organization
which she accomplished while in
this country-is eutitled ¢The Ram-
abai \ssocation,™ which was formed
at Channing Hall, Boston, Dec. 13,
1887, It was supported by Rev. Ed-
ward E. 1. Te, D.D., who was clected
President, and Dr. Phillips Brooks,
Miss Frances E. Willard, Rev. Geo.
A. Gordon, and the since ascended,
Dean Rachel L. Bodley, ALD., who
was Ramablni's patron saint all the
whila she was in America.

A Board of Trustees was consti-
tuted for America, and an © Advisory
Board™ was appointed for India.
Miss A. P. Granger, of Canandrigua,
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N, Y., became Corresponding Sccre-
tary. Twenty-five thousand dollars
was estimated as necessary for pur-
chasing and f{inishing buildings to ac-
commodadte fifty boarders, and $5,000
annually for its maintenance. Salu-
tations came to the orgunization
from England and from India.

Sir William Wedderburn, of Eng-
land, lately retired from the Indian
Civil Service, wrote :

“Both Lady Wedderbura and myself are
very glad to receive news of Pundita Rama-
bai. Wearebothinuch interested infemale
ceducation, especially ia India, and it will
give us much pleasure to do what we can to
promote the Pundita’s proposcd normal
school. When you have completed your
plans I shall be glad to hear from you
again; in the meantime alluw me to express
the pleasure I feel that Pundita Ramabai
has found such good frieuds and supporters
in America.”

Dr. Ramakrishna Bhandarkar, pro-
fessor of Sanskrit in a college in
Poona, India, afler a conference with
several of his fricnds, wrote :

S We are glad thet you American ladies
are going to interest yourselves actively
with the ameliorition of the condition of
your unfortunatesisters in India, X assure
you we shall consider ita duty to give you
all the assistance we can. I suppose the
details of the scheme will ve settled when
Pundita Ramabai and the female teachers
willarrive in India.™

Dr. Bhandavkar and his friends
were indorsed by Hon. Lionel As-
burner, who was for thirty-six years
in the Indian Civil Service, as “very
responsible, influential men.”

On the eve of her departure from
the United States we received from
her 1he following personal note :

 VALLEY STATION, NEB., Juno 16, 1888,
¢ DEAR BROTHER IN CIIRIST :

“JIrcceived your kiad letter a few weeks
ago, but could not answer it through want
of time. I havesenta fow circulars to you
already, and am sending ® new oue which
has just come out. It isjusttwenty months
since I have scen you when we talked about
my work and when so little of hope seemed
to cxist, but the Heavenly Father has been
withme in all that I have attempted, and
my hopes are now almost reaiized so far as
the material assistance goes, The main
work is yet tre e done, and I hope and pray
thuat the Leavenly zrace will strengthen
and sustain me in my undertaking.



